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COMFORT. 


FOR BELEEVERS 
ABOUT THEIR T 
SINNES & TROUBLES. 


In 4 TREATISE Snrvwrno. Lb. 5- 


| That trae Beleevers, how weake (o- 


ever in Faith, ſhould notbe oppreſt, or perplext $ 
in heart; ; By any thing whatever befalls them ; 
Either in Sinne, or Afflifions, 


| : : | Together with divers other comfortable Obſerya- 


vations; Gathered out of that Counſell, given by 
Chriſt to his Apoſtles : And in them, to all Beleevers. 


In TouHN Chap. "_ Verſes 1,2,3,4. 


JonuN AR CHER, Maſterof Are Gotnatltine : 
Preacher of All-ballowes Lenkes -freet, London. &>; 
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 & TO THE READER. 
 Counrzous READER; | 


[His Authour having ſome yeares be- 


n "Ne fore his death, writte, and given to. 
| F 2 FAN ſome of his friends, for theit helpe, 
T3 B=x5 and comfoit,fomeMgDITATIONS 

45 W rounded upon Toby 14. 1, 2, 3, 4- 


T Many defaring they were printed,conceiving them 
profitable for the Saints and people of God; There- 
1 - comming to hand one: of the Copies, and'that'of 
ſomethings moreinlarged then the firſt Copie was, | 
(yer by the ſame Authour to other: friends) they are 
h here preſented to publique' view, for amore-gerte« 
-þ rall good of the Saints and people' of God, This 
| Diſcourſe is ſeaſonable-in thisage , which is full of 
traubles, ſomewhat ſpecially, (though-alwayes ufe- 
full coSaints)the ſcope and drift of ic bei ng toſhew- 
f [how that beleevers ſhould nor be oppreſt; or per- 
plexcd in heart, byany thing whatever befall them, 
"1 either in ſinne, or afflition ] which fubje is pro- 
' | A2. ficably 


- To the Reader. 
*Heably and comfortably opened ; dire&ing tothe 
.-uſe of Faith for ones advantage in theſe caſes great- 
4y ; and ſeverall there pointed, ſome opened, ſome 
but named, which are worthy thy Meditations : 
Dae the worke this right; as to conceive,*had ir 
been intended for the Preſſe, it might have been 
much otherwayes'writ, bur it was onely for ſpeci- 
all friends, and it is nor purpoſely altered, though 
miſtakes may be, and ſome are, which be'pleafed 
to mend (haply ſome may hercafcer.) And it inthis 
Diſcourſe ſome thing ar-firft view ſeemeRrangets 
thee, ( itbeing expreſt perhaps in too plaine terrries 
to paſſe with many,) yet neglect ic not, nor judge 
cathly, bur ſerioully conſider thetruth; and take the 
diſtinQions and diteQions given, .that fo thy faith 
(in all points) may be direged, to fetch in,by a&t- 
ing of it,fuch comfort as is. intended ro thee * fure- 
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SINNE & TROUBLES. 


John. 14. 1, 243-4, 


I. Let not your heart be troubled: yet bekene in God , beleene alſo in me. 

a 2. In my Fathers houſe are many manſions ; If it Were notſo , 1 wonld have 
ſ zold you : 1 goe to prepare aplace for you. ; 

3. endif Igor & preparea place for you, 1 will come againe,C5 recerve 108 

vnto my ſeife ; that where 1am , there yee maybe alſo. 

4+, e-1nd Whither Tyoe, yee knoW , andthe way nee knoW. 


— 


1 OR o—m—————_— 


? Hes £ words are part of our Saviours laſt words,68c, 
hofh The words 


| A DS were left onely the eleven;; Now to them , Chriſt 
- ſpeakes'theſe words : Chapt: 13. 31. & Chapt: 14:6 15, & 16,254 

| word of exhortation , and then. prayes Chapt ; 17, and this was avelry, | 
linle while before his paſſipn; as appeares,. by that; Chapt : 13-33s 
 \ 7. Tet, abitle while and lam with nou ;. that is, Tarn, orefentlyro beraken. 
| from you; So thatits evident» that theſe wards are part of his laſt & | 
7 farewellwords to his beloved and. belceving diſciples, afcer that 

| Zxdss yyas.cur- of, and ſeperated from them; For opening whereof - 


'e-will conſider, ; 
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T. 
The occa- 
{ton or 
pron & 

oe the co- 
herence of 
the wotds: 


2. 


The pattsz2 


1,The duty 
charged, 
2, The 
m*eanes :M- 
plied or ex- 
prefled, 


I, 
The duty 
charged, is: 
That their 
hearts, 
ſhould not 
be rroubled, 


Comfort for BELnzVuRs, 


Firſt the: occaſion, or ground, and ſo, the coherence of'tlieke 
words with the former ; which is this; Our Saviour had diſcovered a 
cloſe hyppocrite ; one, who cate bread with him, arid was of bis nea- 
reſt ſociety ; not onely one ofhis followers, bur one of the twelve, 
whome he had called to be 4poftles: one who was ne ver before dil- 
covered, or any hint by Chriſt, given ofhim, to any of them ia ſo 
much, that none of themſuſpeCed him; bur rather, every one ſuſpe- 
ed himſelfe : (as Luke, 22 : 22. 23.) John, 13,21.t03r, Againe; our 
Savioxr had told them that hewas preſently to be raken from them; 
70h:13.33, and now they begatito mind it, though heergtofore when 
he had told them, of it, they conſidered irnot, ES 

Allo, our Saviour added; that they could not come to him , whi- 
ther he went, Johx. 13-33. & made their ſtate, in that point, as the 
common Jewes : & aport Peters reply, 8 his anſwer; which had com- 
fore: verſe.z6:thathe ſhould comeafcerward to him) he yer foretells 
his fall, which might hinder his. comming ro Chriſt afterwards, 7oh» 
13.36. 37.38. 7 

anans that they 4// ſhould be offended becaule of him, (as Mark: 
I4. 27) Now theſe things began torroublerheir hearts, with feare 8& 
gteife : wherefore Our mp1 ara tEE theſewords of my 
rext , Let not your hearts be troubled, | 
” Irideed; all oftrhemzknew notasyer, ciehipocrily and treaſon of 
Indas,7ohn,1 3 ,2-38,29.burfomeofthem; didknow is; namely pbn,the 
beloved difciple': verſe 23. ro 27 3: & its likely by him Pere came ro 
know it; however, they all ſhould quickly know it. by the breaking 
out, and aCting of his treaſon againſt Chriſt : Wherefore Chriſt armes 
theit hearrs againſt the trouble ofic ; This is the occaſion, & ground, . 
& coherehtice of theſe words. | | 12.7 
Secondly, confidet' the parts ofthem : which are:two. 
Firſt, the dury charged by Chriſt on his belreving diſciples ( Let noe 
your heartibetronbled,) | 
Secondly, the meanes by which, he fenceth their hearts'againſt this 
trouble ;-patcly implied i eheſe Words; pattly expreſt , in the next 
words, and ſo along imro the 5, verſe, FO | 

Firſt, Thedury charged by Chriſt; on hisbelceving diſciples : [ Let 
#02 jos hiartt, be troubled ] Tronble inthe flech , he noronly allowes 
bur appoints then Zobn. t'5. 20: & Chapt: 16. 33, Through many 
affliQions, we thiiſt'enter heaven ( Ar: 14, 22.) buthe would not 
havye them be troubled in hearr: The heart indeed may be toucht; & 
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eAbomt their Sinve' & Troubles. 3 
feele, when objedts of feare or greife, preſent themſelves, Chrift him 
Yelfe was fenfible of ſuchthings;-and, withourir, a beleever ſhould 
becomea Stoic&, or ſtock; & ceafſerrobea Man ; nor wouldit be any 
exerciſe, or triall of grace, if the matter of feare, and greife, were not 
perceived, and feltby rliebeart, fort then, wasto them, as if there 
were no fuch thing; wherefore he would hauethem'be ronchr, arid 
feele the objects of feare and greife; but woald not have an iwordinach 
in thoſe affe@ions; Which arole. 

' Partly fromthe exceſſe;in that they were zo wach touchr & ſenſible, 
ſo thattheir heares were perplext and diſturbed, which appeared, 
both by the interruption of the exerciſe of their faith, hope, & peace; 
in that they did notiſo quietly and'confidently cleave to him, when 
he was in his paſſion : bur doubted; as: Zyke. 24, 20,21, As allo it 
appeared by their being diſinabled ro dwty, for their hearts were fo 
oppreſtwith heavines,that they were ſo ſleepy,as thar they could not 
watch with him one houre; Znuke,22, 45. Now, its an exceſle of 
affeftion, and an in ordinacy, a ſurter, or drunkonnes ofheart; when 
the heart is ſotaken with a feare or greife, asthat it cannot give its 
due to every one; and doe its duty ih eyery kind ro God & man, in 
the calling generall, and perticular. 

This was att inordinacy, 7 exceſſe, | 
Partly there was an inordinaey in the Objett; in that they fear- 
ed, & greived about what they needed'not: For though they might 
be troubled, at Chriſts departure, as he was a man, and their friend, 
companion, waiſter; &c: [a good ground for a morrallgreife ] & as 
he was their Jeſus :[ agood ground fora Spirituall greife; in.that they 
loved him, and ſo, his | aroma, Yet there was no ground, or cauſe 
to feare a /oſſe,'by his departure, or that they ſhould be now toral- 
ly left to the wide world; as if, all their ſafety , and-comfort had bin 
entailed to his bodily preſence ; this trouble on wronge grounds and 
cauſes, he forbids: ('as we ſhall (ee more fully heere after.) 
|  Sothat, the meaning ofthis charge of Chriſt; is: that they ſhould 
not be troubled with more feares, or greifes, then there was true 
graund, and cauſe for, ; nor yetbe (ſo troubled with what was truely, 
as tothinder the exerciſe of their peace, hope, and faith; or to be 
fogppreſt, as unfirred-to every duty to God ; and man, in their call- 
ings gennerall; and perticular: All which :we may expreſlc in this: 
An oppreſſing or perplexing trouble; Hence: Learne ; | 


A 2 True 


What kind 
of trouble 
is ment , 

& what got, 
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not be per- 
plext 4n any 


' . thing, 


4 Compfert for, BBLYAVWa KS, 
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'',, Tyuebeleevers, how weake ſoe.ever in Faith, ſhould net be opprefs, or 

perplext in heart, by uny thinge whatever befalls them, either in 

A > fnne ,. or affiiction. ; 14 £2: 22403 1; 5361: 10 his 71 fs Weg Ter , 

| _There.cannot be. weaker Faith,, then.chis,of the: diſciples; who 
bad indeed, ſome little faith : but {6 lice, as, ſometime, itis called 
none :{Math: 8, 26. with Harke, 41.40) & therefqre Chrit, did after 

wards, upbraid them for their flownes to 'belceve ( Luke, 24. 25.) 
There cannot be a greater affliction; change, orlofle.; befall any, 
then this was : For Chriſt, was to be,taken from.them by.a ſhamefyll 
death; when they had enjoyed him þurabopr three yeares,and ſome 
months; Now, whar feares, affalls, & troubles, mighr.chey have, 
when Chriſt wastaken fram they, who was ro them, more thenan 
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hen, t> new hatcht chickins... Ca ot a8--a 

Againe they had one of twelve, ofchem, proved, a vile & rotten 
hyppocrite, who yet had fo lurkt, as that they could never diſcover 
... Alfo, they had uppon. them, the guilte of, much; unfcuirfull- 
nes. under, Chriſts miniſtry;,, forwhich : he, had oft. reproved 


chem. | Re : 

Alſo, they had ceicher now, or preſently after, the breaking forth 
of a baſeluſt of pride,8 ambition, for which, Chriſt had oft reproved 
them : Yet at the pſſeover &.inſticution of the Lords ſwpper; they in- 
ſtantly fell into it againe: ZLyke, 22.24 ' 

' " Alſo, Chiiſt had foretold chem ofa great, & fowleſinne , for the 
future; which, afterwards, the ſtouteſt of them, ſhould commit: 
namely Peter, to deny him thrice ;Yea, &all of rhem, ro beoffended 
athim( as ye heard before) Behould, a concurrency of all, at once, as 
can befall any beleever; a weake faith, an unparraleld loſle , and 
change :unfruitfallnes under meanes which were now to be remoy- 
ed, many finnes formerly committed, & ſharpely reproved: a re- 
rurne & relapſe into the ſame ſinne againe, at preſent; a foreſight, of 
a dangerous fall into agreivous ſinne, in the future ta diſcoyery at 
preſent, of a moſt clole hyppocrite among themſelyes, of whome 
none of them had the leaſt ſuſpition more then of themſelves; Yet, 
Chriſt chargech them not to be oppre(t, ox perplext in heart, with any 
feare or greife : Thus: Gen; 45. F, though their fapne, in (ellin 
Toſeph was very hanious conteining prafaines, For they hated him for 
his goodnes Ges: 37, 2, and envy, becauſe of his Fathers 1oye, 8 Gods 
Vis oracle 


- 


Lg 


.xead, ( on the margent) 7/as: 53, E5 6, ED 
. And that the holy Ghoſt ſhall dwell in them forever, 8 they ſhall 


ethout their Shine 3 Trouble 7" 


oracle by dreames, of his preferment: which they knew, wasawayof -- 
God, to reveale himſelfe by : & barbarous murder was in it, toward 
Joſeph : &-cruelty to their Father who ſo loved him: Yethe bidsrhem 
neither to be greived, or angry with themſelves :. thatis, ſo as to per- 
plexethemſelyes, with greife or indignation. | - 
i-FIlRsST REASON, - BY RS, 

| 'Becauſe ſach trouble, atiſeth from an evill roote', & cauſe : pec: fuch 


Namely ignorance, or unbeleefe : For, either they underſtand. nor, _—_— 
or belceve not; the worke of God for them, in the three perſons: The an evil 
Fathers everlaſting decree about them :The Sownes union with them, 9%**: 

& headſhip ro them, & his mertirs,& interceflion:The holy Spirrees; 
jnhabitation in them & office rowards them to worke all their works 

for them; till he hath made them meete for glory : All which is ex- 

preſitin the covenant of Grace; in which they be aſſured; that no- 


thing ſhall befall them bur for their good; that the corruption of 


- their natures ſhall be ſo ordered & overruled, both before & after 


conyerlion, as that it ſhallendin, &turne to Gods glory & their 
erernal-good; & that Chriſt hath made atonement for all linne,paſt, 
preſent, & to come, (though it is gradually applied to them) in as 
much asall beleevers linnes, were laid on him, or mer sw hins as it is 


never fall away finally, &rotally ; but that the things which corcerne 


ſalvation, & are better then the beſt things in the gloriouſeſt hyppo- 


crits, are wrought in them: Heb: 6. 4,0 10, : | 
I fay: theſe things are not underſtecd or not belceved; orelle, 


. they nevercould be oppreſt with any feare, orgreife ; fo that, it a- 


riſeth from an evill roote : and therefore ſhould not .be in true 
belecycrs. | 4” "pu BE, 
. SECOND REASON, | : | 2. Reaſon 
Becauſe ſuch trouble hath evill effects uppon belcevers: Namely, Beer fools 
Ficft, Its troubleſome to Gods heart; as a friends trouble, is to his «yi egeas 
friends; for every beleever, as he is Abrahas ſonne,fo he is Gods friend =: 


as Abraham was: 1am: 2.23,afriend to God the Father: So to, Chriſt; Þ+ 


Zohn, 15. 1 5+. Soto the holy Ghoſt; as appeares, by his. dealing with O—_— 
them : in that he comes intothem. (and he onely immediatly; for Chriſt, 


©(is hegre, 


& the Father;dwell in them, onely by & through him) I ſay, he comes 
into them , to dwell in them: to reveale ſecrets to them 1.Cor: 2:9.16 -* 


and isgreived when they doe amiſle Epheſ: 4. 30+ 
; : 4 : We; mo A Ns 


3 Secondly, . 


I. Reaſon- 


—————————— — 
. 


| '6- | Ooinfert for Butav vans; 


[|| *>+ Secondly; It fruftrars Chysffs works, ina great parte; for Clhrifs 
|| X fruſtraes works, rend notonely to fave beltevers 'ftom/hell, whenthey dye, 
| |. worke in « and at the day of judgment ;but alfo for prefent, ro carry them 
|| gronteput. through thisworld :wirh outall oppreſſing, or perpleximy ſtares or precfe 
Lake. 7 4.75. hence, faid ro be called repeace, 1.Cor: 7. 15,685 Phil: 
4+ 6. charged to be carefull in nothing : for lince beltevers be in good 
rearmes with God ; and haye Chriſt for theirhead; & pertake of divine 
ratnre,2 Pet:1.4.andare clothed with Chrifts righteouſnes,8 are Gods 
ſ{onnes: Chriſt hath ſo wronght : that as God & Chriſt are in heaven, 
in an vnmixt,and undiſturbed ſtate of ioy :ſofhould beleevers be in 
a meaſure; fo that, rhough rhey be toucht with troubles, yerthey 
ſhould not be borne downe by them, as they beled captiveby:ſinne, 
but no ſinne raignes in them :& as there is a fſeede of God in them Which 
finnes wot 1, lohn. 3,9. (o their may be a touch ofrrouble, but not a 
fubduing by any trouble : this hath Chriftprepared :now whilſt they 
; attaine irnot, they doe fruſtrate Chrifts worke forthem, ai Hof 
"20 — - Thirdly, Itunfires them, for their Chriftian fervice ; which is zoeare 
heir Chriſti rhe hohy'things, 8£keepe 4 continual feaſte, all their life long: 1 Corinth: 5, 
-n ſervice, -7,8.that is;to feede by faith with 1oy continually,on the righteouſnes 
paſſion & mercits of Chriſt : which were tipified by the hely facra- 
fices & feaſts; Now, as »one that Were ſad, wereto eare of thoſe things: 
Des: 26.14: wherefore Hanna cate not: 1. Sam: 1. 7. lo none To 
ſo enjoy Chriſt, and his good things, as they ought, who are perplext 
with any finne or trouble whatſocyer;they doenot as becomes belee- 
vers in Chriſt. 


F a Fourrhly, Ir brings a conſumption 8: weakenesupon their ſpiritu- 
Set > al ſtrength, (even as itdoth on the natural ſtrengeh ) for, as che joy of 


IE Er an Gs erg 
ts wa AE SAEEa >» were 


| IO on the Lord:( that is, ioy in the Lord Chriſt ) 5s our ſtrength: Nehe :8: 16, 
ength: and ſtrengthensloynes, as 4 girdle doth : Þſal: 3 e.11. So ,is ſorrow and 
feare, our weakenes; & doth dilinable roevery worke ; ir puts the 

ſoule out of joynte, ſo that it cannot doe + 
Andas joy, is as oyle to wheeles, orwitid to (ayles, or wings to 
birds, ſo ſorrow & feare, are as waights, which depreſle; or as tetters. 
which manacle, & make weake & unable to doe ; ſuch oppreſſion 
contrafts & ſtreightnerh the heart (as joy doth enlarge it) 8& maksir 
liſtles and unwilling to any wotke; as weakenes of ſpicrit doth the 

Je body. | 

Ic cats = Fiftly, Ir caſts an evill report on God : for its language is ; that 


=» — <a -— 0 — __ apccetiqgs 
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evill report _ : : q cr 4lfh — 
ex God, cither Gods provideweris notin & overeycry thinge, which beleevers 


* 


eAbont their Sins 04 Travbles, 9 
doe; otbefallsro them;be it finne orfarrew : or elce God ayertules 
2vd erders itnot, the beſt way for them; for if ie were fo; how could: 
they be oppreſt? : 
. Simtly, It gives accaGon to the corruptions of beleevers, androthe Ie gives 06s 
Divell;to ſend forth divers filthy. fomes okimpatiency, and difcon- ws; ny cor 
rent, & pride, & envy, & unbelecte; & ro hinder our ſubmiſſion to the Divell, 
God ; for if, tbe heartbe oppreſt, ir cannor ſo ſabmitandbe quiet, 
as becommeth: | | 

Thisis of uſe by way of 7uformatian, to ſuch asare not beleevers, x, Uſes 
and are prejudiced againſt the way of farch & halines , with this; that of roforme. 
its a {ad ſtate,and they muſt foreyer bid adiey to all mirth, when once on OY 
they embrace that way : hs ao 

Now, I canfefle chat many beleevers, give too great an 6ccaſion ith « ſad 

& cenfirrmation to this cavill, andir is an aggravation of their folly *' 
in ſuch PRI , that they ſtrengrhen the-ill opinion of the way 
of Faith, which the world bath ; but ler all unbelcevers, and unboly 
ones know ; thatthe way of faith & holynes, is the onely ſtate of joy 
and quietnes, and that in it onely, is the heart armd againſt all ſor- 
rowes & feares; yea, it is contrary tot, and a:{inne for any inir,to be 
oppreſt, or perplext, with finne, or ſorrow, or feare whateyer; where 
as itis a duty for unbeleevers & unholy anes, to wourne ES cry, as 
lam: 5,1, and it is their medvgs, and folly to laugh and be merry 
Eccle: 2,2, | 

Indeed faith, at firſt, ſaddsthe heart, more then any thing, becauſe Faith a firs | 
it lerts in the Spirrit of bondage , and preſents the reallity of finnes 54% ng 
evill and Gods wrath; but itheales againe the wound, & gives ollid thing. 
& everlaſting grounds of peace & joy; aud the Spirrit of bondage,nes 
ver returnes againe Kow:$,15. Sometimes they may fall intotrouble 
by Satas, & theirowne'unbeleeving Spirrits, burits a groundles trou- 
ble,& buradreame of bondage; in truth by the Spirrit of God, they 
neverare againe ledinto bondage; bat now, the unholy unbeleever, 
is eyer a child of ſorrow & feare , though he be fora while ſenceles of 
ir;as atone which lyes up in the bladder, though it be nor felt, yerir 


o 
* 


growes and falls downe atlaſt into the neck of the bladder, and tor- 


ments and kills; Sorrow and feare; is their duty & their due, & they | 
ſhall have it; yea, though they areeleR , yer beingunbeleevers, they V 
ſhall be pricke ar the heare, and have a ſpirrit of bondage, before they 

can be ſaved; but the beleeyer may and: ought, never to be oppreft 


or perplext; 
F This 


$ Cornifort” for Buinty nns,: - 
2, Uſe, This, is eſpecially: for Exhorration ' unto" ttue beleevers 3 how 
Forexborta Weake & little ſoever, their fairh be; chat they would not be oppreſt,or 
rion, not to perplext whatever finne , or feare, or ſorrow , by any change may be- 
0: 5t  ſerthem:; nor raiſe falſe & groundles feares, 8e-greifes to themſelves: 
er ſorrow. © acknowledge; that God: may leave: beleevers ro greater falls:and 
Wo. m7... linnes (for the matter ofthem )then many unbelecvers, (rhough yer 
vers,o there isagreate difference; the one, ſinning with his whole heart, and 
greaerf's the other having a ſeeden him which ſinns not 1, Jobs, 3, & ſerving 
(for the _, Chriſt with. his mind; & linne, but with his flech Row 7 25.) Yet I fay; 
Hoes ) of for the outward bulke of linne, a beleever may have as greate, and 
many un-  preater then ſome unbeleever. As Davids pride in numbring his 
eleevers : . . . 
Yerwith people againſt counſell; & in adultery & murder; were as great and- 
greacdifte- orearerthen Sawles nor ſtaying till Sammuell came; & ſparing ſome 
. Amalekites; for which, God rent the kingdom from him ; Yet, belee- 
Godly ſor- yers ſhould not be perplext with any ſinnes; Godly ſorcow and true 
rowheco* ſhame becomes them, & till they haveit, God will nort.owne them; 
vers: but ſo to be perplext, asis before diſcribed, they ought:not to be 2 
Yerriey © So, neither with any change orloſſe, which God brings uppon them, 
perplext or ſhould their hearts be oppreſt ; For, if not with ſinne, then muchleſſe 
withany With loſles, ſhould they be troubled. 
mor  Soncitherſheuldrhey trouble themſelyeswirh ſurmiſed &imagi- 
loffe. nary loſles; as beleevers for moſt part; doe in all their troubles, they 
omary  eitherthinke that ro be, which is not; orthat it is, much greater then 
foes. itis: this is uſually the Spring of all their exceſſe in greife & feare :rhus 
the diſciples thought, when Chriſt ſhould goc away in body; that all 
their hope & helpe, was gon; whereas indeed , Chriſt with drawing 
his bodily prefence, made way forall their hope, & helpe: Thus /acob 
thought when Joſeph was loſt; that he was dead; where as inthat his 
abſence God prepared greater good to 7aceb by 7eſeph.,then he ever 
elſe could have had; & more advantage to Zoſeph : Beleevers judg; 
Gods diſpenſation by ſence & carnall reaſon ;& not by faith z; &'Gad 
carries things in contraryes; & uſually layes foundations of greateſt 
_ & comfort, in greateſt appearances of the contrary (as we ſhall 
ce heereafter ) therefore they feare what they needed not, & greive- 
| | for whatis nor, 8 trouble themſelves with miſtakes, 8& ſo cauſepaſii- 
Au inforc- : , . - p=4s ry 
ine re Onstoſwell up to inordinacy, & over lowe the heart: Nowlexhort: 
extorration Heleeyersnot to doe thus, but to take heede, of perplexing feares and! 
greifes; & of fearing & greiving on their owne ſurmiſes & dreames, 8 -; 
miſtakes, takceing things for that which they are not, or for much 
vatd worſe 


=- 
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worſe then they carry with them 3 this.is a &rowhonnes: Paſſions in- . 


creaſe your darknes of: mind, & your darknes of mind increaſe your 
paſſions: and whilſt by theſe inordinacyes your ſoulesare darkned; 
Satan, the prince of darkner gets.in, & captives you miſerably: Where- 
fore conſider that this charge, motto be eroubled inheart: was given by 
Chriſts owne mouth, & that, not only to the eleven beleeving diſci- 
ples, but in them, to a//that ſhall beleeve through their word ( as bis: pray- 
er was; 7ohn, 17,20. ) & it was given to you; when be was neate his 
death: and preſſed with large arguments & cxhortations, throughout 
this Chape: & the'next: which. argues, both the great conſequence 
ofthis duty ; & Chriſts delite that yeſhould obſerve it; inthar, he. 
ſpent ſo much zyme aboutir, when he wasat point ofdeath, & had 
ſo much to doe himſelfe ; and alſo the great love of Chriſt: who 
would ſo vehemently mind our quiet, thenz when he was encring 
uppon his owne horrid Paſſios: Had Chriſt, when-he was about ro 
dye for you, commanded you an heard thing, would you not have 
doneit; how much more, when ſo.carneſtly he chargeth you , norco 
let your hearts be troubled whatever befalls you? "DOS 
Thus much for.the Firſt part of the text. The duty exhorted unto. 
| , Tmus SzconD Patt of the Text, Is. SEES 
The Meanes by which, he fenceth their hearts againſtthis trou- 
ble; which ate partly implyed, in theſe firſt words: Lee not jour hearts 
be troubled ; And partly expreſt in the following words, 
FitsT MEANES. , | | Wt 
Wnich is implied, in theſe words (Les not your hearts be tron+ 


>» + ff * * 


levers have an underſtanding ; & a will ; 8-4. principle of grace; 
which 


B  __ - Wherefore 


The Second 
Part of the * 
Text is; 
The meanes 
ro fence: 
Releeyers 
hearts agt, 
Trouble. 


» Which are 


partly im- 
plied, 2nd 
partly ex- 


preſſed, 


T, 


Meanes 
implied,” 
Is that be- 
leevers put 
themſelves 
under the 
Command, 


Gods Com- 
mands ar2 
operatives 


1d a .. Corufore 97 for Briv®xvnxs, 

- Wherfore he helpes reaſonable creatures 'in & by theiruſe of rea» 
ſon & will; and Grace by the exerciſe of Grace's Wherefore beleevers, 
mult beſtir themſelves ro keepe of, &gerof, troyble of heart : Ye 
maſts, as fone inanagat; who when'the fitris comminy, rat to 
rhe fire, drinke, ſtretch rhemfelyes, & help on the firt; bot ye muſt 
ſhake of floth, 6 ſtrive agaialt it; rraft not ro your owne indeyors, 
but yer indeyor: Conlider 8 provoke your felves. 

- AﬀeQions of frare &greife, #re as winds ro x ſhipe : which a well 
ordered jadgmenr,, thould raiſe, '&1lay, & manage; as ts beſt: ye 
maſt therefore, as 2/42. 5, contider the reaſon why ye are troubl- 
cd (this is ro findonrthe taute ofthe difeaſe) and rhen'ye muſt cone 
ſider the yoaſors againſt the rrotble _ isro find ourthe remedy of 
rhe difcalt )and hen ye maſtprovyore your heatt, toufe the remedy 

al quirtthe paitions: |» | 
- Ihaupe $Z$EOND MEANES. pan ale o 
ppttel: Wheeb is alſo implied: {in he latter part ot che firſt verſe, 8 in the 
1s :ogartitr Followihyg 68/25; ) defng indeed, the general ſcope 8 famme ofchem 
up grounds, all ; 75 to gather up E5 preſt:t toovy putlgments, growndls of comfort, which 
ot Contort art Reenger (then the grounds of oor preſent trouble; For it is 
| - comfort, that is the 6nely Antidote againft trotble, joy may be with 
owt trouble, ava Wall abaura city, though thete be noe enemy: 
Bat comfort ſappotterh and guards againit ctouble , as a balwarke 
doth againſt anenetiy< 
Comforrby Now nothing can comfort the beart but it iseitherthroughs ſence, 
te holy” > by « Prbſetiveyus het the haſband! prefent , comfotrs the wite 
mediath Who is in ſofvetronble; Now thas to confote beleevers, is the im- 
What. mediate worke ofche hot Ghoſt, & his preſence; it isnot atiy worke 
 _ 6f the beleever: | 
Comfore Orelcethe heartis comforted wt deere ſuch trongrhings 
Gilcouive, atepreſtnted by che untefttmding, as weaken, and exceed che cauſes 
".._ eftrovble: Aswhen'the wil is comforted by conſidering bir huſ- 
bands love, his promiſes, feirhfullntes, ability ro righe hir &c, though 
Pardy che Nw abſent from hir, Now this is patrly the holy Ghoffs wotke ; 
holy Ghoſts whilſt he irtadiats &enlighrens chegrounds of comfort, 8 afliſts us 
worke- in ating on'thetn;; Yea, & fotnritnes prttts freſh grounds befoteus; 
racy ours, And pattly, it is0nr wotke, whilſt we ſe ohr memory & judgtient 
& will, ro cotiſiderof cheth': Foravintayfing, ſo in fuppreſſing paſli- 
ons, we faſt uſe our faculties , to preſent grounds ſtronger then 
thoſe of our paſſions, & ſo to comfort the heart, &allay rhe iy 
| | EE Ly Thus 


2 
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2s Thus Chrift, layes before big diſciples, diverſe graunds of fronger 


Ss comfort; then they had any of trouble: as Hin/elfe, (beleeve ſaith be, in 
'E we} that is in his perſon, merrits, &c. verſe 1.Sothe end of bis going 
'0 away which was for their good: verſe. 2.3, So theit knowledg of all. 
| this, that he pur.them not on blind hopes, but on what they Knew, 
A & knew tobe ſo: verſe. 4. Wherefore ye are þut miſerable comfor- 
rers, like brooks of water dried up by drought, or froſtz tothirſty paſ- 
1 ſengers, If ſo be, ye preſent not grounds of comfort; & thoſe ſtrong- 
(- et then, grounds of trouble be; But muſter rogerher, the ſcatired 
- grounds of comfort in Scripture & experience : eſpecialy ſuch as are 
- moſt proper to the trouble ye conflict with : & lay them before you, & 
f conſider them: This isa meanes not to be troubled. 
y And thus much for thoſe meanes, which are implyed in the text. 
THIRD MEANES. : 
W hich is expreſſed in the text; /ct0 betrevein Jeſus Chrift, which C_— 
5 is illuſttated by its antecedent, & preparative : their heleeving tw Gad $ Is Pp _ 
2 this isexprefſc in the text; wherefore we will infiſt anit more largly: in Chrit 
2 and firſt explaine its meaning : Ye doe bekeve in God :( the indica» ** 7 9%: 
S tive moade ) & doc ye beleeve in me(for the word may þe indica- 
1 tive, or irparative )for, if itwere both-imparative: he would repente 7 explaine 
the word{ beloeve )but once: & loif both were iwparative;& icis 
: an hebrai/wme : in the firſt part: a particle of fimilitude is underſtood: 
; as ye betteve in the Father ſo doc itinme, as verſe. x9-I live, and ye 
, ſhall, that is; as I doe : ye ſhall. He dire&s them te be/ceve in him- 
| ſclfe , asthey did in God; natſo much, in reſpe@ to himſelfe, as his 
, duc, & their duty to him, { though it be ſo) burinreſpe@& ro them, as 
2% afpecial meancs & helpe co them, againſttrouble: As, if heſhould ſay 
tbongh ye belceve in Ged,& that will helpe you ſome whar, againſt rrou- 
$ ble: yer proceed to belceve im me allo, for this will helpe you much 
; more ; Now by belcewng im God; he meanes, the Father , nortexclud- _ 
. ing faith in Chrift : as by belreving in Chriſt : he exctuds nor faith in Belcoving 
God the Father, & holy Ghoſt alfs : but by beloeving wr God : the Father 7 504. 
is ment: the faith they had before Chrifts incarnayion 3 which is call- 
; edbeldcyingin God the Father. | Ws | | 
. -, 'Fixſt becauſe though; they had fome knowledge of, & reſpedt to, 
7 82> theoHMeſfdes, yetitwas fo darke, & with fuch-wantot diſtint knows $f," 
- ' ledg of biw,astbatirmay be; counted, asifthey had not knowne before rhe 


bins, but Ged one/y, therefore the diſciples kithencs, were ſaidro have 


c—_— 


ane $1.A6 name;,they did not underſtand fo much of him. ; ſos 
| chefs Faich was 2athet ip God , then .in bim., nn n they 
S149) B 2 eleeve 
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Beleeving 
1n Chritt 
What, 


Fa'th a no- 

table means 
againſt trou 
bie & how. 


It preſents 
groun:is of 
Comfort. 


greater then 
any of 
Trouble. 


With the 
belt veiw, 


x 1 CeefSrt fer BLrmeynn's;? 


bekeve in bins ; of: whonee they bad not heard? * 


. +« Secondly becauſe till Chriſt, did come, &% finifh the worke:he was 


bar the Fathers promiſe ; & ſo the fairh whic" looke on him, was foot- 
ed- onely-on God 'the Father, inaſmuch, as there was inothing of 
Chriſt, bur God-the' Fathers promiſe ;and fo, iris fitly called, abes 
leeving in God. &. FLEOOTToNNTS9T 56k 

Now by beleeving in Chriſt ; is ment the faith, which is ſince Chriſts 


incarnation; which is called — in Chriſt; both: becauſe he is 


now clearly knowne in his Perſon, Natures, Offices, W orks,Mers 
rits, which all are ſuch-as may be beleeved in;-as allo, & cheifly;be+ 
cauſe he is come, whome the Father promiſed; & ſotiow; webeleeve 
not in the Father for bim promiſed , but we beleeve ini him whome 
the Father promiſed . Betore we beleeved'in God the Farther, who 
promiled a Redeemer ſhould come; bur now- we beleevc in Chrilt, 
who is come, & bath redeemed.” i CATH LETT 
- Now theſe diſciples, aredireced to beleeve in Chiiſt; not, becauſe 
they had norar:all, done iryer; forthey had fairh'in Chriſt before: 
now : but becauſe;as yer; their knowledg of, & faith in Chriſt; was 
but darke, & weake :they had but ſlender & general knowledg and 
faith of him: Wherefore they are directed to increaſe theirknowledg 
and fairb-in Chriſt;-as a meanes to keepe them'from-:w»ble of heart; 
- , So that one notable meanes ro fence the heart againſt rronble is 
faith : For though itisreaſon which by diſcourſe comforts & ſo cures 
trouble (as ye heard before.) Yeritis Faith which preſents to realon, 
thoſe grounds of comfort; Without faith, reaſon oft cannovlee any 
grounds ſo ftrong,asthole of trouble; but Faithſhewes them :48.char 
which theeye ,; cannot ſee; being far of; aproſpective glaſle, ſhewes 
plainely: Wherefore the comfore which bekevers had by diſcourſe, it 
is called the a of faith Heb. 11.17.19. 24. 26, FR] 
Now faith preſents greater things then any of thofe which trouble 
us: It preſents:Gods being our God; his eternal love; his- ordering all 
things for. the beſt : his kingdome & glory, as ors, 2,Car,4,1 617.8. 
though theſe things be abſent 8 far of, yet faich makes them Preſent, 
and nigh: (as a proſpeCtive glaſle doth) & it ſhewes them, in their 
life & glory; by their owne proper colours & ihewe :and not as:in a 
picture: Forit ſhewesthem is aglaſſe: 2. Cor,z. 18; in which, weſee 
a thing by a preſence with & by its owne ſpecies & colours, though 
not directly butby refletion; Whereas ina picture 5 wee (ce nora 
thing preſent, nor its life, nor by its owne, but by other:colours and 
ſpecies; Wherefore , as a thing ſeene ina glafle , affets emmy” 
dS 3 13's 0A . leene 
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| ſcene ina piQure AY Jo Faith ſhewes the moſt glorious things, moſt 


glorioully :& forxceeds all grounds of trouble, 

- - Apaine;fafth ſhewes things, with more cercainty, then any thing Moſt certain 

tlce can; Redbiiod Sence miy be deceived, becaule grounded on 

mad; and Sitin dftdeteives them borh { He deceived Ever reaſon in jor hge 

tnnotency ( forſhe 'is faid,'rwo be begwild) becauſe ſhe fled nor to faith: the fcongeld 

Bur faith is grounded: on God; & ſo, is as ſureas God is: Wherefore 879unds of 

nothing can give fach ſtrong grounds of comfort, as Faith :and no For divers 

faith, like faith is Jeſiis ChriR And that for theſe' Reaſons, * © Revlons. 
Fr x'sr; Becayſe jt gives more boldnes towards Gad, Ephe: 1. 

3.12,the wordtranſlared boldnes, fignifies an'appeating in glotious —_ | 

liberty, lifting up the face & having liberty of ſpeech & ah undanted boldnes to. 

oropen & uncovered face. as 2. Cor,z,18. norohely as oppokteto Os ae 

Moſes under the Law, whoſe face was cpyered;to Mew obſcurity 

and hiddennes of his* Mm: or oppohite to convicted perſons , 

whoſe facts'are covered for fhame, bur" af it is oppoſite ro'that 

abaſhment which is in holy Angels, I/a.6.2: 3; expreft by covering 

their faces, and all this vechtle they haye acceſſe or a manudattion by. 

Chriſt,he leades them by the hid coGod, & therefore they come with 

alt boldnes ; whereas Adam Vas Thur bir e's 5 heh ce a0 SiAs 

ſod afarroff, &cretbled; bar beltevers'byChrift 'comenight with 

boldnes,& faith in Chriſt givesthis boldn es aponthefeSixe Trounds. grounds. 

' Firſt, It pteſents them zearer to God}; in tharthey by Faith; are 7. By ic 

made one with Chriſt, who is Gods narutal ohne, 81g they tothe Me ncary 

to anearer Soniſhip;then #-obt2ibd brlely ene 9 Sr Cheurior: 

which the e4ngeli bavep& "Hh rad in innocent 3884 worn 

married toa Kzgs natural Sonne, is in a nearer .rclatipn,, then'one 

onely adopred; becaufe ſhe'is one with his nahlr; I forte ;thps; ob». 

1 15. prevugachow is br cre #,*By Hyith in Chriff;" thay be, reties 


char ehiey BLyE Zneater To inThipt recs Ftv irehes or Baiay 
adopttd (though belecvefpbbat Tlopjen; $4 ehfraltd beckaf 
theybe one with him'whRo fs Gbdd hiurgratSbaunet TAs by faith ih 
Chriſt; we are tearer in celgriont©” God; &'fo hgViifore bbldjies: 
Fot ir isnearcnes of reſzridh; which givesbyhdnes? A Het bold? 
erthien aSeran, Wrtawfi Sod this voto; yieno 
7 Secondly, fr fi Ch profedts Oo) 


*. 


beare handle, 1 folls. 1,112; An®fODdy ©5y BY Kigrt familiar and- 0h ne 


. bokd ; Fortis likenes; or ficarenes 8F Kardfe/whith niaks bold;': 


R. 3 Thirdly 


3. By ir 
thers holl 
laid 01 Gads 


his Mercy, 


I: holds God 
by both 
hands. 


&;: By it 
thers an ac- 
cellto Gods 
holyacs. 


wirk 
Dh 
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Thicdly, By feich ih Chciſt.; there is. hold layed on Gads Zufice, 
aſwell as on his Mercy; Godin Chriff; is jul, &a juſtificc af the belce- 
ver.: Rans: 34 26. thatis: be doth notonely dedare hismexcy ina free. 
pralgnt ve , burhe alfa declares bis juſtice, in a full Gti 

tor. Gnoc; Wherefore: as, by Chuiſt, belecvers;may plead. with, his 

metcy., Sothey may alſo with bis juſtice; in that there is not. oncly 
away opencd unca mercy, but, Chriſt hath merired & of juſtice: 
chaſcd divine favar; for he hath (atiſfied FX Covenant of Works, 
both in ſuffering whac was due for,its tranſgreflion, & alſo in full 
fglling of its rightcouſnes, & all this on theix behalfe, & for their uſe, 
who belceve in him; So that, whatever boldnes, an Angel _”_y 
ſtands, can have; or Ada could have had, if he bad Rood ri 
aus, by-vertue "x Gads Juſtice, 8&the Covenant af Works ;al bf 
baldnes through. Chriſt, a beleever barh z becauſe the Covenant.of 
Works, isin-Chrift, kept by bim; & ſo, the Lawes. righteouſnes,, is 
fullfilled in us, through Chriſh; who beleeve , & ſhew our faith, by 
Walking after the $ 1rrit, £4 148 after the Flech : Rons: 8. 3. 4. 

Inſomuch charbelecvers in Chriſt, may appealeto: Gods Juſtice, 
aſwell. as to, his Mercy; and hold God. by both hands, baviog as 
clearca title vp.bimin juſtice,as it in, & by mercy;holding ewhrcomhle in 
him, by. yertue. of his Juſtice & che Covenant of Works, arp x 
vertye Yi his Mercy. and the covenant of Graee; for allthough to belec- 
vers intheirawne perſons, itsonely grace & mercy, andjattice with a 
cxgnanreof werks, hang tand:with a covenant of grace, & mercy; 


Yerina perign of auoher, whe undertakes for them; borh.may con- 


curr; he may fatilhe juffice, &mercit megcy.: which cannor bu, give 
te bo dnes, 

ot A faich. io Chriſt, thereis an accefſe with boldnes to Gods 

lynes,i ho brighta rt, Sc heaucy of Godphich dazzle the 

ee MITE £reaates:; L/a: 6-4 .3.the Seraphines not vac 7 ogyer 
ir feere,becaule they are baſe, being cxcarucres 

der neon their beſt EAA ichis Gees Ca 

AcagCing; to the covenant of works compared wirh 

ret rae eg larhaice ca holy; noe 

arioplecsof hauco as Exad: 

te cighrequines, is/abaſhe; & 

ale eo} FEPEATF Berne deb, Af 156 
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becauſe they are the inhabitants [SFthie heavens : which Avpeſs , oc 
heayens inhabitants, he chargerh with folly, 8cthey ure impure tn is hight: 
Now this catinot be ment, of che Divils, who fell; boch beoaule; in 
Chips: 1'F. 1 5. be ſpeaks of thein' ii the preſenc tenſe; tharchey now 
Fte 4s Saivrs, & now are; he hawvens, that is inhabitants of heaven, 
which the Divits, now aretivt; As alto, becauſe 7, da Fofeagingu 
daterres, is ibferd muck'more; ih the following verſer, which implies 
chat he ſpeakes offach avare betcer,8leſle impure then menav  ._ 
Divelsarenor; For the"conceivitgrthistheretare: Conliderthat all- rod dang 
chough God hath tyed himfeltzby a covehanc of works, raaccepr of; which, 
ahd'teward, fuch arighteeathes, as ſha[lfully an{wer cthar covenant; fer 
which cighteonfires is found ih Hogels, and they arcaccepted and re- 
wardedin juſtice, accotdingrtothe compa@twixt God and them; (o 
that, not in juſtice, or diſpeaſure, doth God find them impure, or 
Gay wich folly*: Yecrhe Holynes of God: w hich isan attribute whe: to1y- 
by w pens ow. himieltetrom every thing elſe, & is devored ne in God 
to hitnſelfe; rofeeke bimſclfe, & love himſclfe above all (for holynes © 
is a ſepatation from all other things witha dedivation to ſome one 
thitg )this Holynes of God ,”"was nor [ariffied in the righteouſnes 
of the covenant of works, which was in Aygel, bur Jefired an higher 
tighteoufnes; even ſuch an one, which ps 3; Gods owne righte- Which was 
otifnes, a tighteoofnes done by one thar Fould be Gvd, = Eb a in Angels. 
cteature ,that ſd , a metre creature ſhould notboalt, but God might 
have the gtoty, 8 be the worker of that righteoulnes, & ſo, it might 
rat full ro his paller, inaſmuch as himſelfe was-in it, thewarker of it, | 
Ih 2 created ature, joyhed to the God-hend; whichis.in; Jeſus Cheiſt;] But is in 
| Sore with this, the righteoulnes of Angels, is impure, ©" 
& folly ; thobgh, td juſtice, throagh a covenantof works, it-is ſatiſfac- 
rory ; 1nſornath, as'they may be juſtified by ir, & yer God, behold it, 
a8 zTowe 8 pore thibg in compariſon 4 whar Chrilts cighteouſnes 
is: which Hotynes of Gad, they conlideting, they allo are aſhamed 
dt theitrighreouſnes, & cover their faces; Bur now, by faith in Chriſt, 
wee perrakeing of Chriſts righreoulnes, which is Gods, & ſo, doth 
fulfy rexch, 8 anfwet his bolynes, aſwell as juſtice; we come into his 
pre _—— Fipyt rats X andancd, as'ye. af thee, the 
Fords expotrnaded  Ephec;. 12, 652, Cor.z. 1, not. onely-in regard 
of aJnit, burthov Bo Ab en face; Ka oi 
ing, the temove'o obſcurity, &Thame Joe alſo of that abaſhmenr 
it gels; for wee haye Chriſt tighteouſnes which is better then 
eTngels, 


{0 a Ort; fer BALLS EASs | 
eLngels, & gives boldnes with Gods bolyner, afyell as with hisjufice': 
The fall conforms ity tothe law, Fwrkgs 0 Zofallcane, oj ES 457 

nes with Gods ju/tice, by vertue of the covenang of works: which 

Angeles» e beleSvetballo bayeie by Chr his xightgoulnes; but 

rhere mult be a righrzouthes, of Gods owne working, in which, he 

himſelfe only is, which 'muſt give boldoes with Gods Holynes ; 

which the' Angels have not, but. beleevers have. in & by Chriſt his 

righteouſnes: which'cannot but give the greateſt boldnes. SA 

5.. Byic , | Fiftly, By faith in Chrift; herd any eniiec unlimited. expeQations 

mereanit- , from God; For whillt that God is fer before ys, married ro our nature, 

aaion , and in:oor nature, working righteouſnes, makeing atonement fos 

'om Gol. Sinve', mettiting bleſſednes for.us; what may we nor expe? what 

Sinnes are 'to great ta be pardoned ? what bleſſednes, or love fo high, 

vas may ftot. be conveied rous? | 


6. By i * Laſtly, By faith in Chriſt; there is ſerup forus, a middle one, or 

nets 6 Mediator berweene God 5 Us, who equally pertaks of Gads nature 

and'ours, &1o, is equally intereſſed in backs whence cannot bur 

ariſe much boldnes'; for twixt God & us, there is ſuch infinite diſtanc 

asthar, allchough there were no breach, yet there could notbe ſuch 

boldaes, & free accefie, as now is by one whois CE middle perſon be- 

rweene borh, therefore, it i not a mervaile, that popiſh faith, yeilds 

ſo lirtle ſerling &'comfort, fince they make ſo little uſe of Chriſt, 

| Thas in thele lixe reſpects, Faith in Chriſt gives greatboldnes ro- 

wards God, & fo, the ſtronger grounds of comfort: which is the firſt 

nnd,” | | PE | 

2, * $xcoNnDLY, Becauſe Faith in Chriſt; nnites & joynes the 

Reaſon. 'Sonle immediarely ro the ſpring & fountaine of all comfort; For 

in Chrit, faith emptyes a man of himfelte , & takes him of from every thing 

joynes th® in the world, &joynes him unto, & makes hira one with, Jeſus Chriſt: 

Chriſt, the Faith 'not ſo much gives an union with the promiſes & word of God, 

—_— of as with the Sonne of God, Jeſus Chtilt : Wherefore beleeving, is call- 

eda receiving him 7ohw. 1.12, & they are ſaid to be rooted & Foal wp ins 

him, ftabliched in the faith Colofe :. 7, It is a miſtake to thinke that faith 

Not hit. layes hold on, or joynesto, the word or promiſe immediately and 
promiſes | 8 ribs wig] x 6 , 

firſt; forthere isno promiſe which pertaines to any, untill they are 

All promiſes one with Chriſt :as appeates by this, that all thepromiſcg are, Chrilts, 

Chrit. eyen his owne', & his alone inthe firſt] lace zallthe treaſuty Was .on 

hiar onely beſtowed by the Father: Gala 3. 15. not to.meny ſeeds, byt 

to ore; & that Was Chriſt onely: as to eAbraham onely , & 4 to David 

- PT | -oncly 
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onely were the promiſes made ! therefore, it is ſaid of «Lbrahary, that 
he hadreceived the promiſes: Heb.11,17. he & he onely: and the ſure 
mercyesate called Davids :even lo, areall the promiſes, Chriſts onely; 
who was repreſented in thoſe men whome God (ingled out, to make 
the promiſes unto : and therefore Chriſt is the teſtator, who dyes, by 
his | aver ro ratifye & make good the promiſes: Heb. 9. 16, 17. which 
implies thar the promiſes were his proper poſſeſſion , in which he 
onely was ſcizd & inſtated, orelſe he needed not have died, ro con- 
firme the bequeathment of them to others: and therefore alſo; he is 
called the Covenant of God with belcevers : I/a, 49. 8. becauſe, nor 
onely his perſon, was the maine of the Covenanr, ( inaſmuch as itis a 
Covenant of Perſons, aswell as of Graces, but alſo becaule, all rhe pro- 
miſes of the Covenant; are his andin him, & through him onely to be 
conveied to beleevers; evenasall the promiſes were intaild to //asc ; 
and pur in him Heb 11. 18, andtherefore it is, that the ſumme ot 
all promiſes, even that of cternall life, is ſaid to be made before the 
World _ Titas.\, 2, that is before all time, & ſo from ever- 
laſting; for, whatever was before all rime; muſt be eternall & with- 
our begining. , 

Now, this is not called a purpoſe, for that , one may take up in 
himſelfe , without another; but a promiſe; which ever ſuppoſeth 
another diſtin& perſon : which was the ſecond perſon in Trimirye, to 
whome the Father promiſed; that he becomming i»carnate, ſhould 
inherrit ſuch and [uch things; and though his incarnation through 
which he was to inherrit all; were not in a&, from everlaſting; yet 
in as much as his perſon was, which was to be rmcarnare; the promile 
might be made to him, but could not be made to any creature, in- 
aſmuch as it was not a perſon [ubliſting from eternitye :; but now; 
though the promiſes be all his, & made onely ro him in the firſt place, 
and ranke; yet, through & by him, they deſcend alſo ro others; fo 
that , though they be onely r9 him, inthe firſt place; yet they are not 
onely for him : asthe promiſes to Abraham, &5 David; were not onely 
for them, burtforthem, & their ſeede : and the promiſes which 
Iſaac was indowed with, & were onely in him; were nor onely 


for him; þnt for him & his ſeede; but yer they were their ſeeds by 


deſcent. _ 
Andinthe Second place; even ſo, the promiſes are not onely for 


Chriſt , but far hirs, and his; namely all the Ek# , whome God 
| | C choſe 


Before the 
world begi 


Yet ro h2- 
leeyers 115 
but, in him 
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choſe in hins, 8 gave to his tobe his offpring, 8 ſpowle; 8& ſo through 
and from him to be indowed with all the riches of the promiſes: 
though God loved, &choſe them all, to injoy the promiles, yet in 
Chriſt, & through, )by, & for him, to inherir; Epheſ, 1. 4. he didnor 
choole us, with him, but iz him; Wherefore, as the /ralirs mult 
come to enjoy the promiſes, not by laying hold firſt on them, bur 
by being Firſt borne of [ſaac , 8& having that union - ffleſh, with him: 
Andas a woman hath right to the mans eſtate, not immediately, bur 
by being ficſt made one with him :even ſo, maſt people be firſt of 
Chriſt, married ro him, borne of him , drawne our of his loynes : 
which is by beleeving, (therefore borne of God, & beleeving, are 
conjoyned obs. 1. 12, 13,) before they can lay hold of, or claime 
ticle to, any promiſe. | 
The Cove. For, as the Covenant of Works was made with Adam; 8 in, & 
nirofgrace through him, with thoſe who came our of him : Sothe Covenant of 
Ceci Grace, is made with Chriſt ( therefore called the Second e1dam ) & 
- _ '*- in, & through him, with all chat come out of him, & by faith are 
"1% borne of him: and it is more neceſſary to be firſt made one with 
Chriſts perſon, before we can have claime to the promiſes: then. 
it was to be one with, & of Adam, before we could inherite from 
him ; becauſe the promiſes of Grace, are more confind firſt ro Chriſts 
perſon, & rhat without the perſon of the Elef: then the Covenant . 
of Works, was to Adams perſon, without reſpet ro his oflpring ; 
For Adam & his oflpring were onely conſidered in a priority of time 
and order, differing : Adam beforc them; but nor in different ſtate of 
dignity , or favor with God; wherefore Adam did noe mote then 
rhey did in, & with him : but Chriſts perſon is more excellent, and 
more loved of God, then belcevers; & did more for to injoy the proe 
miles then they :his Perſon, becomming incarnate, clayming them 
as due, and merriting them forthe Ele: Therefore much more 
muſt ic be, that we muſt firſt lay held on Chriſts perſon before we 
can,on any promiſe; chen we need be borne of Adam, before we 
can have title ro any of his eſtace, 
=P kJ So that, it isa dangerous error : not to pitch by faith, on Chrift, 
oe firſt; and then in the noe place, on the promiſes; Chriſt, in his 
fcit, then Perſon, Natures, Works, Mertits, muſt be firſt layed hold on: In- 
miſcs,, deed, it is true, that faith cannot lay hold on Chriſt, but in, and 
| chrough aword, & promiſe: Therefore my meaning is not to carry 
yeto Chriſt, without , ornotby the word, & promiſe; for — 
this 
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this, ye never cancome to him, but meete with $24, , a5 an Angel 
of lighr : Ye muſt ficſt cloſe by faith, with ſuch a word, & promiſe 
in Scripruze; as carries, & exhibits Chriſt to you; bur you muſt not 
firſt, before, chrough the word and promiſe ye have cloſed with 
Chriſt by faith; lay hold on &apply the promiſes of any good things: 
as Heaven, pardon of Sinne, theSpirrit, or any Grace. 
Thus ye ſce how faith gives immediate union with Chriſt himſelfe: Chrift the 
Now this Chtiſt; I ſay , is the onely, & immediate fountaine of all _f7,, in 
Joy : And that in Two ReſpeRs, 2 Reſpeds, 


Firſt, becauſe, all the promiſes are im hizs onely, he is that one Sca, x;.g. zee. 
ont of which doe iflue all the ſprings of promiſes; wherefore in him all promiſes 
muſt be all the ſprings of ioy & comfort : as they are all ſaidro be is ** ms 
the Church, becauſe of his preſence there : Pſal,87. 7. Yea, & the pro- 
miſes are better in bim, & much more ſlrong to comfort, then they 
are out of him; not onely becauſe he is the cheife, & beſt promiſe 
himſelfe ; bis Perſon is better then all the promiſes, bur alſo. 


1. Becauſe, the promiſes i him, are in rheir roote, in him they live, ,, 1 he 
_ and ſoare beſt in him; as the Sunne beames in the Sunne, & the Roote, 
ſtreames inthe ſpring, are better, & live more then in chemlſelves, 
having indeed, no being, but in & from him. 

2, Becaulc, i» hin, they are Eternal: as was before ſhewed, & bave 2. ternal, 
bin promiſes actually exiſting from Everlaſting, & ſorthey are in no 
other reſpe&; and ſo cannot be diſannled by the Law es Sinne, whic" 
came in, but in tyme: asthe Apoſtle reaſons inalefle regard Gal, 3. 

0% 

3. Becauſei him, is their efficacye towards us, they being his one]y, ,. Having 
were not ſure to us, till be had confirmed the bequearhment of them feir effica- 
ro us, upon hisdearth; for on that ſuppolition were they bequeathed ” 
to us: (as ye heard before. ) 

4 Becauſe in, & from Chrif, they are exhibited, adminiſtred, & per- #:,17.5in 
formed tous :ashe is their owner, & teſtator, who by his death, rati- to us, 
fies them unto us; & makes them ſurely ours; So he is the executor 
and adminiſtrator of them, who diſpenſeth them ro us: fohy. 1 4. ! 4+ 
He doth it : and therefore he faith a/ power, that is, of adminiſta- 
tion; and of execution ; in heaven and earth; is put into his hana: : 
Therefore the promiſes; and through him ſtreames forth , the moſt 
ſweere comforts, In which reſpedts , he is che immediate ſpringe 
of all joy, | 

GC Aa Secondly 
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| Secondly, he is the-immediate ſpringe of all joy,in an higher & 
|, Secondivin preater reſpect, b.: 
| | | Chriſtine's Becauſe, Jeſus Chriſt, is the ſeate & receptacle of that joy 
| | nag whici is communicable from God, to the creatute; whatever 
| which 's comfort, or joy, God intended to make the creature pertaker of; he 
cm Pputitallinro Jeſus Chriſt ; ( as the light ofthe world, is in the Sunne ) 
as 1m him dwells the fullnes of the God-head bodth : Cpl. 2 9.10, withir 
dwells in him, all the fullnes of joy & comfort: Forit beingall from 
God, it muſt be all in him, in whome dwells the God-head:s fullues; &. 
thence, come to us; as, becauſc all our light is from the Sunne, who 
canveyes his light tous, through the aire therefore all the light-we 
have, is in the aire; as i Chriſt are hid,. all ireaſures of Wiſdome & know- 
ledge: Coloſ. 2.3. (> are, all treaſures, of joy & comfort; as he is the 
light that tnlightens every one, fehn.1,4.9. ſo is he the comfort that com- 
forts every man, with any true comfort, God is indeed; the firſt 
C:rittth? Original whence ; but Chriſt isthe immediate fountaine in which, is 
___ all joy : Coloſ. 3. 3. our bfe, is hid in God, but with Chriſt : So thar 
»f all Joy, indeed, Chriſt, is not onely the roote of all promiſes, but ofa better 
comfort chen the promiſes yeild;. For, Chriſt is nearer to God, then: 
rhe promiſes are, Ke he is of bis nature, an4 the offpringe of his per- 
ſon; Whereas the promiſes are the ifſue of his mind , & will: heis 
| the expreſle image of the Fathers perſon; whereas the promiles are 
il. bur the expreſſion of his purpoſe : wherefore faith joyning the 
i} | Soule, immediately ro Chriſt: muſt needs greatly ſtrengrhen againſt 
"# trouble, in that ir derives the (weeteſt, ſtrongeſt, & moſt pure 
| comforts, 


Thus much for the Second Reaſon, 
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| Js TrixDLy, Faith in Chriſt, js ſuch a ſpeciall awtidote a- 
'\, Reaſon, ogainſt trouble; becauſe it brings che Holy Ghoſt into rhe heart; in 
| | ag Oep+ that itjoynes the Soule to Chriſt, as to an bead, orroore; whole Spirrit 


''; brinzsthe the holy Ghoſt, is; and ſo conveyes him into them; as the ingraſting 
| holy Gaolt. . ; , , x . 
=” an impe or ſcience, into a ſtock, derives the ſapp of that ſtock, into 
it | the ſcience : Gala. 3.14. Nowthe holy Ghoſt, gives ſtrength tothe 
|| Whicn Sovule; asbancks doe to water, which of-ir ſelfe is weake, & 
| rhe Soute, Yeilds, 8 falls aſander;bur ſtrenthened with bancks, becomes ſtrong, 
"oy and mighty : Therefore Eph. z. 16. he beggs, their frengthning by - 
| Spirrit, not onely inthe natural ſpirrit ; butin the Inner man; the re- 
generate ſpirrit, needs ſtrengthening from the holy Ghoſt; in thar, 


it alſo, 
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jtalſo, isa creature; yea, & befids, or over 8& above; the holy Ghoſt, 
ſomerimes vouchſafes ſuch a preſence, & reall ſence of himſelfe, 8 
of the things of Jelus Chriſts; as fills the heart with glorious, and 
inexpreſſible joy (as the Sunne doth a roome with light, when 
itariſeth ) which is a joy,very differing from , and better then thar 
which faith gives ( of which, we ſpake before) being a glimple; 
& firſt fruites of heaven, a preſence of God: whereby the hearr is 
lifted up aboue the reach of any feares, or greite: which ſo bore 
up- the Apoſiles, in'al}-rheir ſuffrings: as inthe As. 
Thus Faith in Chriſt; uppon theſe grounds, gives ſtronger com- 
fort, then any thing elſe, can doe: And faith in Chiiſt, doth it 
more, then faith in God: Thar is ; faith in Chriſt, as come in 
the flech, yeilds ſtronger comfort, then faith in God promiſing 
Chriſt: becauſe through Chriſt come; is that aually done, which 
is the meritorious cauſe & ground of conveyance of all commu- 
nion with, God, and comfort from him ; Wherefore more mult 
be conveyed , then when, this was but to be\done , and in the 


promiſe; Therefore now , God diſpenſeth more of the Spirrie , 


and gives clearer revelations of Chriſt; then ever he did before. 


' So that;, as it is ſaid of the Gentile, that their converſion: was 
an biden miſterye before ; though it yer was knowne , darkely ; 


| Even(o the wi/terze of Chriſt his Perſon, Righteouſnes , Merrits: 5c, 
| was not knowne befoie his comming , in compariſon of what, 


Ogg ys OP Re DI 


it now is, ;z nor the previledges by himy wherefore there could nor 
be fo much comfort then, as now may be; AS 


Chiiſt in the flech(come) is called Gods-arme Iſa, 53. 1. becauſe 
he, thereby , ſtrengethneth himſelfe ro give us more grounds of 
comforc ; and ftrengthneth our hearts , to rake more comfort, 
then ever any , before Chriſts comming z; could have:*Therefore 
the Arke ( which did tipify Chrift, is called rh&Arke of Gods'firengrh 
Pal 78, 61.69 132. 8. e it $+ 200 

Wherefore, when ever troubles afſaile, you that are beleevers, 
fly preſently ro Chriſt, exen ro him in the word, and promile, 
which holds him forth in his Perſon, Natures, Workes, Offices; 
and leane- thereon; And fly not firſt; 6r onely ro the particulat 
promiſcs, of good things; to thele in the ſecond place , goe by 


' faith,, bur to Chriſt,- in the fir place, 


& 2 'To 


Thus fa'th 
in Chriſt 
gives Kc, 


[ſu troubles, 
fly to Chriſt 


Eiſe you 
light him, 
and Gods 
mercy in 
giving him, 


DireQtions - 


how to uſe, 
& improve 
faith, 


T7. Sett be- 
tore you the 
objects of 
faith 


This gives 
fresh vigor. 


2. Make rea- - 


ſon worke 
on thoſe 
objects, 
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To pitch faith on God, & the promiles, js ſo to doe, as they did 
that were Jewes, before Chriſts comming : but tp pitch your faith 
on Chriſt ; is the Chriſtian way ; It js folly & gnkindnes, fince God 
hath given us his Sonxe, to leave firff on; & his word in the ſecond 
place ; which they had not of old: that yet wee doe it not, ye doe 
ſlite him, & Gods mercy in giving him : if you doe nox pitch your faith 
on him, Indeed before Chriſt came;faithwas to be pitcht on God & his 
promiſe of Chriſt; but now Chriſt is come; ye muſt pirch your faith 
on Chriſt himſelfe, & then on particular promiſes; wherefore the 
New Teſtament makes Chriſt the objeF of our faith ; and this indeed 
is to honor the Soxre, as ye did the Father John, 5.23, that whereas 
before Chriſt his comming ; the Father was beleeved in; Now, the 
Sonue ſhould be beleeved in: and therefore it is, that beleevers are lo 
heart-caten & heart-broken with troubles, becauſe they fly nor pre- 
ſently by fairh co Chriſt; and why, though they pur forth in particular 
promiſes, they oft, ger noe ſtay , becauſe they truſt not in the pro- 
miſes inthe fccondplace, in, from, and through Chriſt : Now be- 
cauſe faith in Chriſt , is ſo prime a meanes of kelpe againſt all crrou-+ 
bles; Iwillgive you ſomedireCtions how to uſe & improve your faith 
in Chriſt, ſo as it may preſerve your hearts from tauble, 

Firſt, Serbefore you the objeftr of your faith, namely Chrif, & the 
promiſes; reſtnor content with your knowledge of them, ortharyou 
have lookt on them heeretofore : but when ye are freſhly aſſaulted 
with trouble: ſer them afteih before you againe ; Chriſt, in his Per- 
ſon, Natures, Offices, & Workes; andif you can find out particular 
promiſes for your preſent particular caſe; for particulars beſt helpe, 
and come moſt home; and fince God hath condeſcended ro ſpeake 
to particulars, wee ſhould alſolooke into them, & find them cnt; bur 


if you cannot find out particular promiſes for your caſe, then ſet the 


general promiſes before you :as Heb. 11,13, ſee them, looke on them; 
and gaine your heatrs to be perlyaded of them chat is of the reality, 
and truth ofchem; & then imbrace them, that is, celye on them as 
yours: I fay, put forth all theſe ats afreſh, as ye have freſh occaſions: 
for faith is 46, 8 from faith jo faith, Roms. 1. 17. and beleeyingin Chriſt; 
is called cating C5 drinks G fohn. 6. becauſe, it is to be renewed, as 
ſtrengrh decayes, ornew ſtret th is required ; new & freſh yeiwings 
and ating uppon thoſe objetts, gives new & freſh vigor. _ 
Secondly, make your reaſon, & diſcourſe, worke uppon thoſe 


Lo ES © gs Ie 


objef which your faith ſerts before you; evenas when an objett is | 
6 : | before - 
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before the eye, the Soule reſts not ir viewing it, but the phanſy » and 


: underſtanding worke nppon it, & aboutit, & deduceth & drawes 


divers concluſions from it; even ſo when Chriſt, & the promifes are 
by faith, fer before'you: ye muſt uſe reaſon; & diſcourſe, to inferrand 
draw thence ſuch forces of coclufions,as may arme the heart, againſt 
the affaulrs of troubles;orelſe ye are like a Citty which hath armies in 
hir, & looks on them, butnor drawing them forth , & marſhalling 
of them, they doe not defend hir againſt che enemyes aſſaults;there 1s 
a fight by fairh, & of faith, which we muſt make, through our owne 
reaſonings, & diſcourſe, whereby to withſtand feares , & greifes; 
which beleevers not doing, they are foild, though they' bave faith: 
thisis an hard worke to our flothfull hearts, we are loth to take paines 
by diſcourling & inferring from the principles which faith layes be- 
fore us; it is, as the digging for the gold, after the mine is ſhewed to 
us; and we are abuſed by Satay, whoperſwadsus, that our faith isro 
worke , withour labor of reaſon & diſcourſe, which it is nor, for 
then it ſhould not worke ſaiteable to a reaſonable creature: indeed 
the worke is attributed to faith Heb. 11,17, 19. becauſe faith layes 
downe theprinciples, & guides reaſon in diſcourſe: yer faith works 
and improvesits worke by reaſon, & diſcourſe: yea, much of the 

Scrjprure; eſpecially the argumentative part, is deductions, & con- 

cluſtoes drawne from other Scripture : as Heb. 1 2, 27. & oft in that 

Epiſtle. Sothar, ye can never make uſe of your faith in Chriſt, & the 


wantof ita 
cauſe of be - 
ing foild. 


Fairh works 


promiſes ro comfort you againſt troubles, except by reaſon & diſ- ciſcourvire- 
courſe, ye draw concluſions from it :as water cannot ſerve you, ex- 


cept by buckets ye drawe it out of the deepe wells, /a. 1 2.3. 


Ye muſt uſe your reaſon by way of Sillogiſme ; as Roms. 6, 1 1. If Uſe reaſon | 


we be ufttited to Chriſt, and have communion with him # hs death 
and reſurreftion; then are Wwe dead to Sinne, & alive to God, But we 


| have union with Chriſt, & pertake with him in his death & reſur- 


CE? Ng 


reQtion; Therefore we are dead to Sinne, &5 alive to God, through him: 

This reaſoning by Sillogiſme, 8& drawing outa concluſion: isthar 

which the Apoſtle meanes; by reckoning themſelves: and (o:fom.S.18 | 
Thus did eAbraham: Rom. 4.19.t0 22.compared wich 


eb. 11,17. - 


by way of 
I Sillogiſme. 


18, 19. his trial was notonely in this: that he niuſt kill his oewne, Tnftances. 


onely Sonne whome he loved; but his aac: thatis, him in whome, 
andcowhome, all the promiſes were intailed;and fo he muſt cut of - 
his hope: wherefore he is ſaid zo hope againſt hope, Rom.4.18.8 Heb,ll. 


17,15, he that received the promiſes offred up him of whome ic was 


ſaid 


T 11s 1s 


wiledom®, 
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faid, tnat in /aae shall thy ſtede be bleſſed: ſo that, it was not ſo much, 


*the looſing an onely Sonne : for he might have more Sonnes: bur 


the ſtreight was this: That if he killed this Sonne: he cur of all his 
hopes & promiſes, in that they wereall intaild to that Sonne : So 
that , that Sonne muſt be; or elſe the promiſes could nor be: For 
eAbrahams faith, did not conflict ſo much with his natural affe ion; 
for then he had noe wcrd ro foote his faith on, for the rayling him 
up againe : buc he ſhould have ſer bis faith on this onely ; thar God 
was able ro give him another Sonne : But he conflicted with the 
ground of his faith & hope, ſhakennow in chistriall: His faith was 
tried, & his hope ofall the promiſes, & of cternall life ; and not fo 
much his love toan onely ſonne; In that he muſt be killed, in whome 
living & begetrting children, all the promiſes were to be fullfilled; 
and therefore he by rea(on conliders Gods power, that he could raiſe 
that wery Soune lſaac up againe; and this helpr him : For he chus 
reaſoned : Jaxc mult live, or I can haveno promile performed; 
Now, if I lay him, God can raiſe bim up againe, and ſo I ſhallnor 
looſe my hopes, chough I kill him, _ 

This is the wiſedome of a belcever, to draw forth out of God, 
Chriſt, & the promiſes ſuch particular concluſions as overthrows 


that particular reaſoning which cauſerh feare, or greife: or elſe ye 


cure not the heart : Ic was tiois feare of looſing the promiſes, which 
allaulted aA4braham ; Wherefore he did not .draw concluſions 
of Gods giving him another ſonne, but the ſame ſonne: and ſo over- 
threw the aſſault: Thus then reaſon by faith, and uſe diſcourſe : ye 
are ready, to conlider & uſe reaſon, to make.ye w ayer, by conlidring 
what fleſh, & bloud, ſuggeſt; but that ye ſhould not Roy. 4, 19. but 
conſider Chriſt, & the promiſes, & draw thence, waar particularly 
oppoleth yourpreſent trouble. | | | 

Thus Martha did not, about Lacarxr his re{urreion ; ſhe by faith 
conlidred that he ſhould be raiſed ar the laſt day: but confidred not: 
thar Chriſt, who was the reſurre&tion could raiſe him then ; Where- 
fore ſhe was not comforted. 

Bat let us learne, wiſely to improve our reaſon, to draw from 
Chriſt, & the promiſes, ſuch concluſions, as are directly Oppolir to 
the grounds of our preſent trouble : and take paines to draw in 
comfort : and not ir ſtill, orlye, as the ſluggerd, & ſay: A Lyon is in 
the way ; This is indeed a labour, but it quitts coſt; and how can we 
betrer ule our reaſon ? 
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20 Irisbrutiſbro fincke under preſence 'orappearance; A reafon- 
able creature, ſhould conſider, &' inferr, and: draw in concluſions 
which may ſupport: Yea, and we may uſe our wit , in deducing 
things to incourage us: As that woman did, Markt. 7. 27-28. From 
Chriſts calling bir « dogg: wittily drew an-argumentto inforce himi ro 
regard hir , Now becauſe, thisisa worke of our owne; we: muſt be 


adviſed with theſe two Cautions. 23 


_. * Firſt, that it muſt not bea ſudden, tranſient workez when ye ett 


the objeQs of faith before you ( as the firſt diretion was) ye mult 
not glance on them & away; bur ſtay 8 dwell on them for ſome 
while; Asaplaiſter muſt abide on; and a potion abide in, awhile; 
oritwillnotworkes And when ye diſcourſe, and draw concluſions, 
* muſtnot be ſudden & away, bur ye' muſt ſtay on thele things; till 
they be foaked downe into your hearr, and — as the paſli- 
ons of feare & greife, be in the heart, as the Beeabides on that lowre 
whence it ſucks hony: Wherefore ye 'muſtdwell on the things, 'till 
ye-find your heartswarmed with rhem ; or b»bling as the word ſigni- 
fies, which-is tranſlated; wdzting : P[al.45.1: alludingro Mae frjing pes 
offring; which bubled up with the heate ofthe fire : which fre indeed, 
is the holy Ghoſt: who will not riſe up into your heart, if ye ſtay not 


Cauſions, 


I. Dwell 
on it, 


for bim a while; as the fire doth not into the fryingpan, ifitbenot . 


held ſome time, overit: This therefore is one Caution; that ye ſtay 
ſo long on theſe things, till ye find fire come into'your heart,” 

Second Caution is this; that though ye uſe your ſelyes,'& pn forth 
your owne reaſon ; Yet that ye truſt not in your ſelves, & reaſon; but 
that, in the whole worke, ye expect nothing from your owne worke; 
but being emptied of all ſufficiency or firnes in your ſelves; ye doe 
wholy 8 onely expe the fruite from the holy Ghoſt kis alliſtance, as 
heiisthe Spirie of Chriſt; pertaining to you ,'4$ united ro Chtiſt; by 
faich-; The'fayling in ſome of this, is the reaſon why beleevers doe 
conlider, & diſcourſe on the objects of faith: and yerhaveno helpe, 
or ſtrength, come thence : Wherefore be carefall. - 

1. Nottolcane on your owne ſpirit, memory, Wit, no-nor on your 
race; but-know that ye muſt have a frechb A__ from the” Spirit, 
and his afifaxce': As your faith cannoraGtitſelfe; fornararall chings 
cannotworke with'quea freſh concurrenecof Gbd{ir hinmwe move y 
Wherefore his ſuſpending, and not ailiſting the fire cauſed/it nor 


to burne the three children ; though he pur no impediment, in'irs 
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2, Truſt nor 


in your 
ſelves. 
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cauſe of not 
having heip 


Wherefore 


t, Knowe 
the Spirit 
muſt aſlilt, 


x6 Comfort for Burnnyenns, - 

. . And though. grace be ſtronger then werwre, yeritcannerat; or 
move it ſclfe, withoutthe concurrence & alliſtance of the hoh.Ghoſt 
for,it comes from Chriſt,as light from the Sunne, by aneffluxe Hal.4, 

2, which ever ſuppoleth a freſharo every ſhining: The grace, is in 
Chriſt, though itworke. in us, as the light is in che Sunde, though 
irſhines-on.us; 2.7:,2. 1, Wherefore Chriſt muſt by a freſhact, 
purir forth, ifir workein us . Wherefore all things are ſaid ro be 
done» by Jeſus' frengehining : Philip. 4. 13. not onely by ſtrength 
which -be bad given, but which heisat the preſent, ina continuall 
giving; Every ad of faith requiers the power of God, afreſh admi- 
niftred; 2, Theſ. 1,11. fulfill the works of faith , with power: that is, 
Gods power ; for one att of faith, is to evidence things, which to 
doc, he þegs ſtrengthning by might from the Spirie Eph. 3.16.17, 
And-' as the holy, Ghoſt, muſt aſliſt the grace of faith , before ir 

can att; ſo muſt he doe ſome whatto the objets of faich, before they 
can worke upon faith; as thelight muſt ſhine on colours), before 
they can mavethe eye; thar is, the Spirit muſt ſhew them co the 
Soule, which is-called « revealing of them, I, Cor. 2, 10,12, not onely 

at the ficſt; bar every cime that they draw forth faith ; he muſt reveale 
them; which is done, by givingin convincingly, bis owne teſtimony 
of thoſe things ; which preſents them to the Soule, as light doth 
colours to the eye> Wherefore he fo prayes: Epheſ, 1,17. 18, that 
by the Spirit they. may have reveletion ro know the thingsthey beleey- 
ed, & hoped fat: So that, without the Spirits ayde;notbing can be done 

in belecving; as in praying; it. muſt bein the holy Ghoſt: 7#de. 20, 
that is, in his ſtrength & aſſiſtance: So allo muſtitbe, in beleeving; 
therefcrehe joynes building up, in faith, & praying, becauſe, with- 

. out praying, we cannot make progreſle in our beleeving. 

2 s 2, Conlider, That the holy Ghoſt, aſliſts, onely as he is Chriſts 
Chrilts Spj- ſpirit ; thatis ſent from him , & metited by him; as he is God, and 
man, & the head of the Church; For, in no other way , orreſfpecti, 
doth the holy Ghoſt, afliſt: Wherefore, all that be doth, is faid ro 
be of Chriſts : 7obn. 16. 14. and it is called Chriffs frengthning, Phil, 4, 
13.19. whereas it is the Spiric which doth it, Eph,l. 17.0 3-16, & 
ifthus he be not conlidred :heis taken under a wrong notion, and 
Chriſt is wronged; for be glorifies not Chriſt: fob. 16 14. and he 
will not aſſiſt, : | 
3. As 3. Ye muſt be carefull ro conſider that the holy Ghoſt aſſiſts 
members you as members of Chriſt, by yertue of your union m_ ___ 
| ) faith, 


oa. 4! " ; 


liews have Shun hTHeable, " Wy 
ty faith ; forhow can! the ſpirite of the head, come into one, bur by 


 jrsunion with the head ? and how comes the ſapp to flow from the 


roote, into-the branch, bur as it is joyned to the reote ? Eph. 4, 175, 
x6, from the head, being joyned to it, is edified, | | 

4. And laſtly : Ye muſt be carefull, ro looke up unto the holy 4. rookewp 
Ghoſt, to aſſiſt you; caſt aneye on him, as ye doe on that, whoſe *2:he boly 
helpe you expect :andin the expectation thus of him, muſt ye ſett ety 
upon the wotrke of acting your faith; This is the ſecond direftion, 
how to improve Faith, | 

Thirdly get your Faith tobe evident, addareflet a to the 3 DireRion 
dire&t a of faith: That is, labour to know that ye doe beleeye: OY 
as well as to beleeve : For Eleftiow being evidenced by Faith: and dent. 
a title ro Chriſt and all promiſes, depending on beleceving : the ſoule 
cannot be perſwaded of its propriety , & intereſt in God, & Chriſt, 
& the Promiſes , and ſo, cannot be comforted againſt troubles, till 
it knowes, it beleeves: Faith may ſave, but it is evidence of faith, 
which onely comforts: Wherefore this is one maine end of rhe Fifence ot 
firſt Epiſtle of John, as is expreſt Chaps. 5,13. theſe things I have Write fors. 
zo you that belxeve ; that ye may knowe ye have eterual life, & beleeve ; 
that is, and belceve )that ye belceve. | 

This reflecting a&t whereby we can looke on what we doe, & con- 

fider ir, & take comfort in it, isa maine excellency- of a reaſonable 


_ Creature, by which we excell bruite beaſts ; 8 ſhould be exerciſed by 


us: Unto the doing whereof, we muſt labour. | For which 
1, To knowe the act of faith, what it is, and to knowe thatitis ;, ravour 

notthe ſtrength, bur the truth of faith , which evidenceth ele#oy ; to knowe 

eAtts,13.48. thoſe ordained to life beleeved; ſome with more, ſome —_ 

with leſle faith, bur every degree of it, betokened life eternal, and iis 

#ives title to Chriſt 8 happines ; for faith is but an hand or eyes 

which toucheth, or looks to Chriſt, that he may worke all irs works; 

which a ſmall faith doth as truely, as a ſtrong; wherefore we never 

find in Scripture, that Chriſt reje&ed, any for the ſmallnes of their 

faith. 

2, Labour to view your owne hearts, and ſee if you have not Pt . cum 
forth that ſmall a& of faith, faith may be ſeene, in irs ſelfe, & jts owne bave done 
at, aſwell as in its fruits & effes, {chough theſealſo may, & muſt be ® 
conſidred; ) Wherefore fohy, putts belcevers much upon fignes, & Dy 1910009 
fryires of faith; in his firſt Eprſtle, which was writt ro helpe to the evi- 
dence af faith ; and ſometimes, faith is beſt perceived by its fruites; Þy its fruits | 
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+1; Yer ſomerimesitiahel (cene,by irs ſelfe;& irrowneaR,of relying 
.on Chal ; anda: catefull :ſearch-into the bearc, whither fack anaQ, 
be putforth, orno; would oft, difcovyer it; butneitherbyir ſelfe; nor 
'by its fruires,can it be diſcerned, exceptthe holy'Ghoſt; aſſit8&helpe 
us co perceive it.; Therefores 97 5 DUB 44 
4. Labour 3+. Ye.muſt labour for the helpe of the Spirit : W ho, as he onely, 
tor th+0eP reveales theſe things to us, 1, Cor. 2. 10, 12, So-he, onely can reveale 
* them, or ſhew them to be, in us: Heis the Lords candle in the inver- 
moſt parts, or chambers of the belly : Pro.20.27. be intbis ſence, aſwell as 
|  : Oxrs in that, becauſe he onely can ſhew to us, the grace that is in us: 
Who oneiy As light onely can diſcover to a man, the things that are in his houſe: 
* qr He muſt ſhine on our faith, & its fruites; before we can have evidence 
thats in us: of them; he muſt give his divine teſtimony to us, of them, that they 
are righe, before we can belceve it,as he muſt of God,& Chriſt, 8 the 
Promiles, before we can belcevethem; our owne ſpirit, though re- 
Not our newed by grace, cannot witnes alone to us, except the Spirit of God, 
one Pins oe joyne with itin witnes Rom. 8, 16; which is the ground of thole 
| ſaxings Rom. 9.1, when he was to witnes, | | 
« &sthat'3 Bur heere, the Queſtionis; Whither in this coeworking of the holy 
reſolved, Ghoſt; with our ſpirits, ro make evident our grace: It 1s requilite, 
. That he ſhould be,as clearly knowne to be the holy Ghoſt, who war- 
rants our grace, as we know it ro be the Sunne, when itſhines? 
{ndeede, in the immediate aſſurance; which is grounded on his 
_ divineteſtimony alone; it is certaine, it muſt be ſo: or elſe, it cannot 
_ givefull aſſurance, & put out ofall doubt: But that in this aſſurance; 
whiehis wedzare, and only witneſſeth with our grace, & ſhewes thar 
to us; That ir. ſhould be fo evident, that it is the holy Ghoſt; that-is 
the queſtion; if it be not enough; that the grace be made ſo evident, 
as that according to the Scriptures, the heart is confidentir is crue : 
though it be nor moſt ſure thar it is the holy Ghoſt who ſaith, it is true: 
Now that ye may have tbis witnes of the Spirit; ye muſt; 
oy BY Labour unto all obedience; toſhune every ſinne, and doc every 
dience, out Aut), and that out of love to Chriſt; John. 1 4. 21.then will he, mane+ 
oflozero. feſt himaſelfe ro you, that is; by his Spirit, be will then give you evi- 
; dence of himſelfe, & of his love to you, & of your intereſt in him, & 


which e- happynes by him: General obedience, & fruitfullnes, accompanied 


[1 


- much evi- With growth & increaſe,.carryes with it, much evidence, & much 


dence and comfort; 7obx. ly, 8.9.10. And beſids, it brings in, by way of a 

comfort, . . . | A, 
meetenes & preparation, more ofthe witnes, & eyidence ofthe holy 

Ghoſt 


efbeut their" Sinus Troubles, 29 
Ghoſt; for though the holy Ghoſt; be given co beleevers abſolutely, 
and notwith reſpe&:to their obeydience (on which condition he 
abode in Adew'ininnocency) yethis manifeſtations, in comfortable 
evidences, aredifpenced according to their obeydience , growrh 6 
fruirfallnes; for fuch comforts are wages, & reſpe& working 3 As. 
The Apoſtle. 2. Peter, 1, 5.t012. exhorts them to a conſtant dili- 
gence, to increaſe graces(therefore he ſaith giving «ll diligence ) be- 
cauſe , it will make them fraiefull iu the knowledge of our Lord ſeſus 
Chriſt ; werſe. 8, 
That is, in the comfort, & evidence of their intereſt in Chri/?, & 
happines by Chrift; whereas, the want of theſe things ; verſe. 9.deprives 
of aſſurance, & comfortable evidence; He that lackes theſe things, ts 


blind , &5c, that is, he cannor behold his evidence, & aſſurance ;. nor 


! con be ſee a farr of; that is he cannot comfort himſelfe in thoughts 


ofhis happines ro come; So neither can he be comforted , by that, 
that is paſt, He forgets that he was parged: that is, he looſeth the aſſu- 


rance-of Juſtification; ( Therefore , 1. John, 1, >, we muſt walke in 
light, & then Chrifts blond, ſenhibly clenſeth from guilt; ) Whereas, - 


elſe (though he remembers that there was ſuch a thing , and fo , 
in that ſence), forgets irnor, yet)he cannet be comforted by the 


| remembrance of it; and therefore is layed to forget it; as they are 
;  faidin Scriptare; to forget Gods Commands, who ( though they re- 


member thar there are ſuch, yet) are not ordered by them: 


And this Exhorrationto provide fortheir comfort, by this meanes; - 


| ho Apoſtle Peter, yer inforceth farther: verſe. 10,7 


By expreſſing what iris, inits effet ; Ir is a making ſure their 
Callmg & EleFion , He that gives all dilygence to add'to'Faith, Vertne; 


and to Yertue, KnoWledge : &c. as was before exhorted to'; doth 


bur diligently make ſure his Calling and' Eleftion; whence will 
follow, that they ſhall »ever fall; namely into diſpairing doubrs 
and queſtions about their eſtate ; not into'a ſtate 'of: darkenes , 
and loſle 'of comfort; becauſe as he adds verſe; 11, | 

By this meanes they ſhall have az aboundant entrance miniſired to 
them ; into the everlaſting kingdome of Chriſt; that is (not ment of a 
locall enterance into heaven : For heaven is no where called:, the 


Kingdome of Chriſt ; but the Fathers Kingdome 5--Chriſt reſignes his 
Kingdome at the laſt 'day of this World, 1. (@rrinth. 15, 24.) and ' 
the oppoſition, verſe. 9, Yhewes that, it is ment of «ſſwrance, and-- 


a making (ure our Calling E5 Eletlion: 


D-3:; Wherefore-.- 
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Wherefore ir is thus ment; that by: thus doing ; ye ſhall have 3 
filling meaſure of the joy of «ſurevce of your eternal /alvation; which 
Joy, is {o vaſte, as ye muſt enterir; it cannotenterinto you, bur yet 

e ſhall have an «bandaxt entrance into it; whereas if you doe net 
thus, ye ſhall be debared enrerance into it; which joy of afſurance, 
is the kingdome of Chriſt; as Roms. 14.17. called indeed, Gods king- 
dome; chat is Chriſts (as the next verſe ſhewes) given him by God the 
Father; who is alſo God, as well as bis Father, -/ | 

And this Kingdome of Chriſt, though in this world, and reſigned at 
the laſt day, is yer, as beere , ſo oft elſe where, called everlaſting, in 
many reſpects, and heereelpecially inthis , becauſe, its joy & hap- 
pines, ſhall be perfeted, & ſwallowed up, in theeverlaſiing happy- 
nes of heaven: Wherefore , though ye cannot ever growe ſenſibly 
yer perſue after growth & fruitfullnes; humble your ſoules under 
che want of ic; give not aver, but make it your bulines, to preſle to 
itz renew upon a failing, your purpoſes & indevors after it; ( this is 
Evengeli- evangelically to doc it) and you ſhall obtaine the evidence, & ſeale 
omg 66+ wi ofthe holy Ghoſt, the joy whereof, will abundantly ſtrengthen your 

' = bearts, againſt all crouble. 


Wiy 
Chriſts . 
K inedome 
called ever- 
laſting, 


Faich In Thus I have inlarged my ſelfe unto the helping of you, to improve 
choiceftme Jour faith in Chriſt , ſo as to keepe you from trouble of heart; on 
Seiya: which, I have bin the larger; becauſe Chriff in the text, makes it a 


himſelfe be. prime remedy : And ( to conclude) indeed this remedy againft 


ing the mat heart-akeing ; is Chriſts choiceſt medicine: (he himſelfe being the 


Therefore matter of it )and therefore, not to prize, & praQtiſe it, is greatly to / 


Might ir not ſlight Chriſt himſelſe, 


4 Thus much, for the Third Mean, to prevent heatt trouble, 
eMeancs Foun TH MeAngs, - 
op 69 BY Is conteined in the following Verſes. 2. 34 4.in the ſcope & drift 
nedin the of them; Namely an unfolding to them, the true grounds; & rea- 
2.3.4, ſons(and fothe iflue & effect) ot that change, & trouble which was 


Verſes. upon them , in his departure.; whereby he overthrowes , all the 


An unfold - . 
ing therrue. cauſeles feares 8& troubles, which thence, or from oughtelſe, aroſe 


found: of jn_their hearts, 


OE” The force, & aptnes of which meanes, will be beſt manifeſted , 


The words .Iit 2 paraphraſe upon the words : Thus. 
Paraphraſed My departure from you , neede not trouble you on wy beha//e; 


Chriſt goes ForI goe away from you to my Father: Neitheram [loſt, nor forſt *' 
away, by the will, power, or :mallice, of mine cnemyes; but of my | 
| owne |} 


to NS Fa. 
r1er: 


co 


; 


<Abont their Sinuts 4 Troubles, 


: | owneaccord I'goe; atd for my advantage, ſothat on 
'; havecauſerojoyrather, becauſe 1goe to my Father, as Joby. 14.23. 
| -. Neither needye bertoubled on your ewne behalfes; For on your 


»”» WW} 


So its n6 
ground of 
trouble on 
his behaife. 


; buſines, and for your good, doeI with-draw my ſelfe; For, there Neither 6n 


are in my Fathers houſe, divers receptacles, for many {ach as you are; 


his diſciptes 
bekalfe, For 


which, «fit Werenorſo 7 Wonld haveronld you ere now, in as much as my he goes a- 


W (4a © 


Office(the faithfull VWitnes)and my friendsbip to you, bindsme not one- 
ly to ſpeake nothing bur truth, butalſo to reyeale ro you all needfull 
eruth, & notto ſuffer youro be miſled with falſe hopes; Yer, though 
thereare many roomes is my fathers houſe, in which ye may inhabire; 
ye cannot yet poſlibly ger in there, till Thave made way; wherefore 
| e 7ewe foye, cannot come, whither 
I goe : 7ohn; 13.33. Butthe end of my going away from you now ; 
is ro make way for you ro come into, & have a place in, my Fathers 
houſt : Ye thinke that my departwre is for your lofle, and ye ſhall be, 
aS yourg chicks without thehenn, a prey toyourenemyes;and that 
your hope in me, ſhall be fruſtrated; and that for your unfruicfullnes 
under me, God removes me,to puniſh you; butitis not ſo: 
Theground of my deparenre, is for your greatgaine; Forif Igoea- 
way topreparea place for you; then ſurely 7will come againe to you to 
ferch youto that place; /f/goe, much more will Fcome, for your ſakes; ye 


Ifaid even now ro you, that as th 


”" 5 a » #4 ic 43 * ws ry - 


bout their 
buſines, 


To prepare 
a place for 
them, 


he will come 
agaive and 
fe:tci them, 


feare that your (innes foredone, & foreſeene by me robe done, may * Pac 


keepe yon from heaven, gr my heart from you; &tharI ſhew it by 
thus leaving you ; and that we ſhall beever parred; burtiris other- 
wiſe, 1 doe goe, and 7 Will come, in loveto you, that ye 05 Imay be to- 
gether, and my departare makes way forit , with out which, (and 
therefore for preſent ) ye cannot goe, whither I goe: ; 

Nor, is thiswhich 1 ſay to you, alltc getherunknowneto you ( for, 


© 0 © Þ ow of 


it were a ſlender ground of comfort, ro diſcourſe wholy, on things whith place 


utiknowne ) bur ye know the place & way 7 goe to; Indeed , they did 
nor diftin@ly know {as they object in the next words) but ſeminally 


and its way 
they knew, 
So the more. 


arid vertuallh; they knew it, in that they knew Chriſt; Who was the <0: 


Way > the Truth, the Life; and had the ſerds of the knowledg in 
them, and wanted notmanydayesrocthepuntuall knowledg there- 
of by the holy Ghoſts comming onthem :; Thus ourSaviour applied 
himſclfero prevent their hearr trouble, by ſetting before them the 
true grebnds,& ends ofthoſe things which troubled them ;which all. 
| Were good, andfor theirprofir, & ſo neceſſarily muſt diſpel the falle,. . 
| &luppoled grounds, & ends, which raiſed.troubleintheichear 


a 
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This means 
helpes in all 


rroubles! 
For in all 
troubles, 
there is 
ground of 
comfort, 
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And this meancs isas belpfullin.all troubles;for ebere everare.luck 
grounds of all trouble, as may quiet, & comfort the-hearr, of:belce+ 
vers; Or elſe this command, ( nor to be troubled in heart) were unjuſt : 
Wherefore the finding out the grounds which may quiet & comforr; 
is but the finding our the true reall grounds , and fo, obs 
e,if 


iffound our, Ovet throwing all the grounds that trouble; which muſt be fal 


Cleared by 
loſeph ro 


vis brechren 


the other bertrue, | 3:20 
This meanes, 7oſeph uſeth with his brethren; who had onely veiw- 

ed the leſſe, & inferior grounds & ends of their finne againſt 7oſeph, 
in ſelling him : Namely their pride, revenge, envy; 6c. whence aroſe 
perplexing troubles: which he cries downe ;.Geve, 45+ S- to 9, be.not 
greived, or angry; that is, perplexingly for other greife he allowed them) 
which, to helpe them to, he ſhewes them gther& more-cheife, ends, 
ounds , authors, effefts, of that theira&t; then they conſidered : 
Namely, God, for good ends, who was in the buſines, wore then they, 
. So that, in compariſon, he and not they, may be ſaid rodoe it; where- 
as, they onely looking on themſelves, as authors, and 7eſephs hurt, 
asthe end, &efftet otit;, were inordinately troubled. 
Every Charge or Trouble which befalls Beleewers,cither by Sinne, or 
AftuQtions, is like the cloud twixt the /ſralirs. £5 .Egiptians; It hath a 


black, & a bright fide; God & themſelyes or the creature, in it; now 


they ſhould not onely behold the black, bur alſo the bright ſide; 


Alſobypro- Which that ye may doe; Ye muſt ſearch oyt the promiſes, E5 experien- 


miſes and 


Experiences 


7. Cor. 10, 


ces; In the one God ſaith, and in the other God, deth, that which 

pens thectrue grounds, ends, & effects, of all that befalls beleeyers 
by .any Sinne, or Sorrow: ; ll 

Take one Promiſe in ſtead of many : { which alſo conteines, an ex- 


13. expoun- P&riment , and lo hath both: 1, Cor. 10.13. No tentation: that is, 


ded, 


cither by a ſinne, or an ffiiftion, and rather by func, is heere ment; 


for both the verſe before 8 after, ſpeaks of linne; and the whole dif- :; 
_courle,is of (inne, & afflitions for {inne; and ſo, ſurely is that ment: | 
James, 1. 12. Bleſſed is he that indures tentations 1 that is, by afflictions, | 


or linnes; as appeares by the next verſes, which prevent an abuſe, 
which might ariſe from that ſaying; Viz. Since it is bleſſed to indure 
centation, though by /inve, therefore ſurely itis God whatemprs to 
ſinne: which inference, ſhewes,-that the poſile.ment tevtation by 
ſonne; as well as otherwiſe; and ſurely ſo he,meanes 7ames. 1, 2. 3» 4: 
For, there is no tentation, doth ſo deject, & exerciſe every grace, as 
thoſe of linne doe in beleevers; Wherefore, to. proceede ; Nee 


tentation | 
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he not fad before, thatthey ſhould nor be tempted, above that they 
E 


/ x" 
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'semtation ({airh Panle in the 1. Cor. 10.13. ) bath taken jos, bus What is 1. Cor, to. 
common to man ( or moderate as the margent reads it, but) the word < —— 
.in greeke, is ar9ewwnO-, humane, or after mans wavrer : By 


man, meaning not all men, bur beleeving man; No belecver ſhall be 
tried with any finne, or ſorrow, but is incident to. belkevers, and (o, is 
that which may ſtand with their Grace, & Salvation; For itwere no 
conſolation to a belcever, co tell him he ſhould nor be tried as a 
Divell is;bur oncly as a Man may be tried:And,tte ſcope being to in- 
courage them ; forashe warned them; in the former verſe, (to the 
end , they might not preſume) So he doth heere, incourage, that 
they might nor , dilpaire; And this they needed ; For they had 
bin farc cempred , and fallen ro Jdolatry , whoſe dreadfull plagnes , 


: he had ett before them; yet,to keepe them from diſpaire, he ſhewes 


them, how thar, they ſhould not be tempted » but as beleeyers and 
this would inceurage; butto be temptedasa man in general, may be, 
thatisſo, as to be ruind ; doth not incourage, therefore ho in- 
'rends it nor ſo general; as alſo appeares by what followes; that it 
ſhould be ſo as to beare it, & eſcape : which is onely the portion of 
beleevers ; and this ſhall but take them , as a zeveation ; that is, to 


try them, & doe them good ; &blefſe them with areward; as it.is 
' more fully, 7ames 1. 12, the cheife ground, & end of it, is their 


benefite. | 

But they may be over borne, & ruind by ir 2. No, for there is 
none ſhall befall them, but what is fitted for Cru ktges doe them 
good, & not hurt, (as the tenrarions doe, which take unbeleevers; 
as Sawle & others) and God is ingaged to it in his faithjulhues; and 
therefore, will not permira ſtronger rentation, then ye can beare y 
under: and will, as certainely ordexa way for youto elcape ruine by 


| ir, ashe will order to yeu the cextation; with the one; he will doe the 


other ; Thatis, he will fo lay.in,the centariew ; as that, it ſhall carry 
with it, ſomething where by you may elcape, ( not the tentarion 2 


 burruine, by the rentarion ) and ſo get good by it: Forthe greek word 


ixCaow,' may aſwell imply;an elcape with a ſucceſle ( as bare- 


. ly,an.eſcape )anifſue ſucceſfull: Heb. 13. 7, God, gives in with the 


F rentd1jon, chat which ſhall bring about agood iſſue, &, feuire of ir; | 
, as the, phiftian, whenhe meahesgood by bis poyſen, giveSinwith it, 
that which ſhalldoe the party good: Therefore, itis added, thar ye 


may be ableto beareit: Why, isnot this, a needles repetition ? Had 


were 


PR — 


0 
34 Comfort far BzrzkVnERS, 


| Wereable, ableto beare up under, & indure ? Yes, but this is added, 
 asa more full i ory ee of his mind; in that he would have it taken 
notice of; that they ſhould not bepreſtabove ſtrength : and fo faich 
it againe : or elſe in that the knowledge & ſence of Gods making 
way for an eſcape, doth ſtrengthen the heart of them who are remped, 
to bearc it, and not lincke under it. | 
This, ye ſee is a full Promiſe, ſhewing that good onely is intended, 
Cleared by by all: Wherefore, [ will ſer before you, no more promiſes: Bur 
|| Inſtances. ſheweyoua few /»ſtancecamong many that are in Scripture : | 
Mon For the right judging whereof obſerve this Rule; That whatever 
|| judging Iisthe iflue ofa trouble, 8& upon it, brought about by God, as the end 
— thereof; That was the cheife ground & reaſon of Gods bringing on 
thattrouble; For the endofathing, is the ground & moving cauſc 
| of that whereby iris brought about: Now the Sctiprure is full of 
|  Inſtanceiof Sinnes & Sorrowe, which befell Beleevers, the end & iſſue 
111 of all which, was their good & gaine; Therefore, in all thoſe Changes 
ih) | both by Sinnes & Sorrowes, Gods cheife ground 8 end of bringing 
In them on, was that good & benefit of theirs, 

Sec it Firſt, in ſome Tryals by Aﬀtions : eAbraham was ſorely eryed, 
by Gods calling bim to. offer up Jace; but the end of it was, not the 
"ſtripping him of 4im in whome was all his hope of the promiſe, but the 
Inftances. * carifying ewice, & by an oath , the promiſe to him: So that, in ſtead of 
t Abrahim: looling(asappeared) the promiſes, he had chews thereby, more ſurely 
8 chen ever, ſetled on him: | | 
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In cafe of 
Afaician. 


Jacob: 7acob was ofr & my a but the iſſue of every one, was a far- 
1.18 ther revelation of God, and ratification ofthe Covenant to him; 
bg! Joſeph: Zoſeph was caftinto deſperate hazards, when ſold by his brethrew , 
i but the ifſue of all, was his great glory, & happines: 
Ifll' Jobs _ 7ob had ſharpe loſſes & troubles, but the end, was, the doubling his 


eſtate, honour, children, with a length @fdayes, and ſeeing God with 
theeye, who had before, bur heard of him by che eare: | 
'4 The Elex The Elein Adam had a great change, from incomparable happi- 
1 in Adam: "nes, fo asgreata milery, bur it brought forth a greater happines in- 
hi ſtantly in cheſcedof the Woman, then they everhad in Adem: | 
The Church The Chnrch hada great lofle, in Ekah bis untimely taking away, 
{| | jv Eliaus \who might have lived much longer; bur it brought forth an Elbe 
i. ' on whomhis ſpirit was doubled , who did twice as great, & many 
things for [#ee/;: 
Galile, & thoſe parts, bad a great loſle in the ſudden impriſonment 


The impri- 
ſo:1mear of 


of 
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of Jebn Baptift, whoſe miniffry was eclivſt, yea extin uiſhe, before he Tohn Bap- 
o pedachi a yeare;( for wt but ſize months eiae;, 22d fo began cit: 
ro preach but fixe months before Chr, and was quickly after Chrire 
preaching, impriſonned ) Bur Chriſt, inſtantly cawe upon his impri- 
ſonmenr , & dwelt & preacht in all thoſe places, where 7ohn had; 
fohns going, raade way for Chriſts comming, as the ſetting of the day 
Star, Jork for, the Sunns _— Math. 4.12.13, Zabulon, Naphtaly, 
and thoſe See Coaſts, had the firſt captivity of all [rael; 2, Kings.1 5.29, 
and this paved a way fortheir having firſtthe Goſpel preacht to them, 
by febn & Chriſt: Math. 4.12,t017: 

Againe, Chriſt was taken away in his bodily preſence from his Diſts* chris his 
ples, and that made way for his ſpiritual preſence, which was much 4eud: 
berrer to them: 

The Witneſs ſlaine, {hall be raiſed againe to more glory & power The tayin 
rothe Churches, then ever: Keve.11,7.1 1.12, Sometime God takes the Wituel- 
away, and gives againe, as ſoſeph to Jacob : Davids Wives & Goodsat © 
Ziklas ; and ſothey are injoyed more ſweetly then ever: Sometime 
God fripps of all comforts to be a comfort himſelfe; 2. Tim, 4.16.17. 

For he will never leave his people orphans (as the word, in greeke, is) 
7ohn.'14, 18. he will come to thens. | 

_ Andas the Change by Affiitions; So they which come on beleevers 1, cafe of 
in Si»na, are fortheir good, | Sinne: 

The E/e# commitreda great Siynein Adam; And that brought in |... 
Chrifts Righteouſne & Life Eternal, of which Adam in inning WaS@ tn adam: 
tipe or figure : Rom. 5.12,14.15,16. &5c, | 

7oſephs Brerthrens Sinne, in ſelling Foſeph, brought about the ſaving Joſepis 
them, & all their familyes from famine: Sromrend 

Davids great Sinne of killing Uriah ( becauſe he had defiled bis p,yi;; 
wife) and matring hir; brought him that S«/owon ; whome God had, 
long before promiſed by name, ro ſucceed him , and build the 
Temple ; 1. Crow. 21.7.0 the 11. verſe, And that great Sinne of nuns- 
bring the People, gave him to know the very place where the Temple 
ſhould be built, which be ſo longed after ; as appeares by comparing 
together, r, Cron. 21.18. to the Chapters end, C9 Chap. 22.1. 2. with 

p 
the 2. of Cron. 3. 1. | 

Hezekiah came by his Sine, to be humbled, and to know all that Hezihiai: 
was in his heart: 2. Crow. 32.31; | | : 

And the ewes were ſaved by their killing Chrift, Chrifts 
I Confeſle, that Sinus make way, for Affiiftions, ( as all the former murder. 

E 2 inſtances 
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| inſtances ſhew) but the HjiiZ;on;are bur ſubordinate 5 and meanes 


The Reaſon 


whence all 


Sinnes, and 
Afgictions, 


tends to 
Beleevers 


good, Is fr 


their Rice- 


being 4 fold 


1, 
They all 


* come from 


God, 


Afſflitions, 


And Sinnes, 


Yethe not 
defiled, or 


«diſhonored, 


An error 
of ſome, a 


bout Sine 


confured. 


to thoſe great ends of 2274, which Godby their ſiuxes ,aimes at ; 8& 
bringsab<it: And the greater the Changer have bin, the greater good 
hath bin brought to them, as all the former in/tances, doe ſhew; 
Therefore the generall & cheife. eyd ofall thar diſcipline of J5ael, for 
forty yeares by «fflions, E8 ſinnes; is (aid tobe to try, and bumble, and 
doe them good at laſt ;as Dexr. 8. 2. 3,4.14-15.16, Yeathe fnnes of 
damned ones, who have bin neare beleevers, and lo may ſeemerto hurt 
them; doe tendro their good; as 7udas his treaſon againſt Chriſt,lerved to 
prove to the 4iſciples thar Chrift was he, who was promiſed, & ſo might 
confirme their farh in him: John, 13,18. 

Now, the Reaſon of all this, is the Rice &- Roote, whence all Changes 
by Sinner, or Sorro'Wer, ariſe upon Beleevers: Which is Foxre fould. 

Firſt, It is from God: Secondh, Itis from God through a Powerful 


Decree: Thirdh, Itis from God, through a Decree Everlaſting: Fourthly, 


Itis from Goa, through a Covenant of Grace: Wherefore it all muſt 
tend onely to Their good. | | 
FiRsT, All Changes, by Sinnes, or SorroWes, comes upon Belee- 
vers from God, and his haxd, 1 ſay all Affiiftions come upon them from 
God ; This is eaſily and generally granted , according to the 
drift of Scripeare, to raiſe us upto ſee, & acknowleg Gods hand in' 
every Afﬀflittion ; as Amos, 3. 6, 70b.5.6.whatever inſtruments there- 
of have bin, it comes from God: Anditis, as evidentby Scripture. 
& teaſon; thatall ſunes come alſo from God, & his hand; and yer 
heis no way defiled, or diſhonoured theirby, neither is Sinne exte= 
nuared, or the Sizxer excuſed by it, inthe leaſt: | 
\. Thefeare of ſlomeof theſe inconveniences , hath made Deviver, 
notacknowledg ſo much of God in fnxe, asis in une, and out of a 
feare of falling into that error, dillwaded. from , James. 1. 13. 16, 
They have erred on the other hand, and made Sinne , more of the 
Creature, & its ſelfe, and lefſe from God, then it is: They grant that 
God is willing Sinne ſhould be, and that he permits it, and orders 
circumſtances about its production, and overrules it, and hathan 
hand in, & is the author of the phiſical, or morcal a, in, and with, 
which, ſnne is; Butin the eſſexce of Sinne ; that is, the pravity, & atazy, 
the anvomye, orgrregularity of the aft, which is the Sunfullnes of it, God 
hath no hand, Leiter is he any axthor at all thereof; Which opinion, 
is ſafe enough from the error itſhunns, and to avoyd dangerit keeps 
ſo farr of, that it goes wrong another way, and becaule it would nor 


give 
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he takes ro himſelfe in Scripture: and tends, yea, is neceſſary, to his 
glory, and the cowfort of his people: 


| ivetd God to much, ic gives him not enough in this, not ſo much as . 


And what though Pelagians, Arminians, and carnal hearts, will abuſe | 


this DoFrine, & barke againſtir, with pretence that it diſhonours 
God; whereas they doe not hate it nar? ay ifir did ſo; but becauſe, 
it undermines their carnal buildings: Yet let us embrace, & profeſſe 
the truth which is after Godlines; and nor feare to fay that of Ged, 
which be in his holy Booke, ſaith of himſelfe ; Namely, that of him, 
and from hi band, is not onely the thing, that is fanſul , but the 
pravatye, and ſinnfullnes of it: Gene, 4.5. 5. 8. Be not greeved, or angry 


B-lecvers 
are tro Pro- 
felle the, 
truth which: 
1s after 


Godlines: 


with your ſelves, that ye ſould me hither, for God ſent me; & it was not | 
ou , but God; This is not ment, of ſome good thing beſids , or | 


diverſe from their Sinne ; or onely of the overruling of their 
Sinne;bur, of their Sinne ir ſelfe, the pravitye & wickednes,of that 
theic act, in /e/ing 7oſeph. 

For though indeed, their ſelling him, is called Gods ſending him; yet 
itis made-one, & the ſame thing; that which in them was ſelling, 
thatis, was ſe, that in 8& of God, was ſending hins: and that which 
greived them , and made them angry with themſelves; which was 
their /ſnnſullnes in doing it, that he faith was Gods ſending him, and 
ſo was it not they, but God; That is, God had more hand, then they, 
in that their ſm»yfulnc ; or elſe it had nor bin reaſon enough ro. 
take them of from being greived and angry with themſelves, if 
they had bin the fole authors of the evil, and God onely. of the 


So 1, Sam. 24.1. God was angry with J#acl, and moved David 


Tl:at cafe 
of Joſephs 
Brethrers 
ſelling him, 
explained. 


2, Sam 24. 
I, explained 


againſt them to ſay, goe number the people ; It muſt be the ſinnſullnes « 


of Davids a&, which God had the hand in, becauſe he had the 
hand in that, which was againſt /#ae/, (that is braught miſery-on 
Iſrael, and that was onely the finnfullues of that a.) and itwas that 
which God moved to, out of anger againſt {+ael, to bring on them 
an Affliction, and that could _— be the Sinne ; Noris it more ex- 


preſſly ſaid, that Satan did ir, 1, Crow, 21, 1. Becauſe in ſome - 


reſpeRs, he onely, and not God , was the axthor of it; then: heere;, 
it is faid that God didit, becauſe in ſome reſpects, God was the onely 
Anrthoy of it, and not Satan. 


So that we, may ſafely ſay; That God &, and hath an hand; 


in, and is the Author of, the fnufwullneſſes of his people. 
| E 
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Arguments For the evencing whereof; Conſider thele Argwwents, ( befids the 


0 ptore te Voice of God, in Scripture: ) 
F. Gods will - Firſt, Gods Will E5 Pleaſure, is the Wombe that conceived, and 
is the wbe hence ſprings, every Worke of the Creatnre, whatever it be, whither 
ved every it be good, orbad; as they are (that is, continue} for his pleaſure, Reve, 
worke of - 4. (aff. So they ſo doe & worke, becaule it is his pleaſure , they ſo 
ſhould doe; che fir/# reaſon { and that which determines all,) why the 
apts Creatare Sinne, muſt be, becauſe Gods Will was, that it ſhould fxg 2 
ſhould finne For who hinted ro God, or gave advice by counſellro him; to letthe 
Creature ſiwne? was it not his owne device, counſell, & will, that ir 
ſhould ſo be ?did any necellity ariling upon the creatures being, en- 
That oep force it that ſinne muſt be ? could not God have hindred finne ifhe 
ene Would? might he not have kept man from ſinning, as he did ſome of 
Was. the Angels? Therefore it was his device, & plotr, before the creature 
Yer withous WAS 3 that there ſhould be ſinue; And whar incongruitye is it, that 
:ncongruity Gods Fill & Pleaſure ſhould firſt lay a ground worketo bring forth 
fnne? For whatis Sine but an effeft E9 diſcovery of the "os Jo £6 
mutability of the reaſonable creature? Wherefore, Gods Unchangablenes, 
isalledgedin opplition to the creatures ſinning, & linnfull remprin 
ro finne , 7ames. i 13, 17. (as we ihall more fully ſhew anon ) bemats 
Sinne, as it is /»ne, ariſeth from mutabiliry & weaknes: Now what 
Its necefſy. incongruity is it, for the Creator ro Wil, and order it, that the (Feature 
ry, to give ſhall jhew its ſelfe, and it owne ſhame? Yea, isit nor neceſſary thus 
tein to give to God the firſt hand in contriving, & willing the Creatures 
contriving. fyxe; Becauſe , moſt of Gods greateſt workes in this World, and the 
everlaſting World, te come, depend on the Creatures Sine ; and 
it is by Sinne, that moſt of Godsglory, in the diſcovery of his Areribures, 
dothariſe; wherefore muſt it notbe ſaid &thought, that hit Wl firſt 
and cheife, was inthe providing this meanes & way for all thoſe ki 
ends ? Is there any thing by which, God lo ſerves himaſelfe, (except 
Chriſt) as by Sinne? Therefore certainely ic limits him mach, ro 
bring in Sinne by a contingent accedent, meerly from the Creature, 
and rodeny Godan hand & will, in its being, & bringing forth, 
Agede1 Secondly; there is wwch good comes by Sinne; yea, thegreatefigood; 
comes by | either in Gods glory (the manefeſtations of God ) or the Creatures 


Sinne. —bappynes {inall that erernall glory through Chrift, in heaven) it is 
_ ory, all, onely brought about by Sinne: W tich goodeffe&ts, however 


Or rhe Crea they excede their nexe canſe, namely Se, & the Creature, they are 
" no thanketo them ; Yet they are level with , their cheife 8 frf 
cauſe 
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sa%ſe, God, & his Wildome, Power, Love; and doe ſhew, that he , Gods Anti. 
res w3 


with thoſe bis Arrribnre, had an head, wil, &5 hand, in Sinne ; or elſe pets 


. they could never have wrought ſuch good effefts : Thus foſeph , Sivne. 


ſeemes ro reaſon; in the place forenamed ; Gen. 45.5.8. becauſe 
ood came of their fnne, therefore it was God, that was the author of it; 
The Creature ſeperate from God (asitisin finning) can produce no 
good ; yet the Creatures Sinne doth produce good, therefore God hath 
alſo an hand in the linne of the creature, aſwell as the creature: 
And hoawever,God may be rhought,to take up the (Features Sinne, 
afrer it is committed, orforeſeene to be comitted, or bring abour, or 
decree to bring about good by it, without having a Will afore hand 
unto the being of itz Yet, (ifwee well conſider ) this cannot be 1n 
God,who ſo is in his V/il,the ground of every thing,in the Creature, 
both its ſtanding, & falling;as that he muſt firſt wil, rhe Creature ſball 1, ;1, 
ſtand, or fall, before the Creature can doe cither; and the Creature is the groid 
therefore falls & inns, becauſe hs Will before was, it ſhould fo doe; —— 
and this he Wile, as a meanes to all thoſe great, & goodends, which ins or fall- 
thereby he did bring abour;and whar is it but the pravity, & ſinfullnes *** 
of the act, and nor the aCtir ſelfe, as it is good, naturally, or morally, 
whereby God brings abour thoſe his many, great, & good ends:there- 
fore he muſt wil! the yfullnes it ſelfe, and be its author, as a wiſe man, 
is of the choyceſt meanes, by which he brings about his cheifeſt ends. 
Thirdly, its as icongruoxs, and iwconvenient, to make God havean 3. Its ws in- 
hand, &5 will, and be the axthor of, the affiiftions of the (Features, as of 90851955, 


the finnes, onely there is a gradual difference : Sinne is indeede worle God here « 
and 10 af- 


.infinicly, then Aﬀictions; yer both, are truely alike inconvenient gia;ons 


to be fathered on God; inſinne, 
For, what are Affi&ons in reſpect of the Creature? They are di- 
orders of the Creatures ſecond well being, which ſtands in peace 5% 


happynes, and an eclipſe of thar his glory, And what are Sinnes, in 


reſpe&t of the Creature? bur a diſorder of the Creatures firft & cheite 
well being, which ſtands in righteonſne,and an eclipſe of that his glory; 
both of them, a ſicknes, & a diſtuibance of pure nature; the onein Both a dit 
morrals the other in naturals; the oxe hurts more ( namely Sinne) in that, —_— 
it cutts of from God; the other hurts lefle ( namely Affifions) in that , wire. 
they cutt of from ſome perticnlar good, yer they beth burt the Creature. 

Againe, Conſider what are Affii&tions in regard of God? they reach 


him not, they impeach not his eternal bleſſedues which from himſelfe, 


 atiſeth ro biwſelfe, though the creature be eyer ſo miſerable; God is as 


happy 


I 
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happy, as he ever was ; as the Sunne is as glorious as ever, though the 
. Earth, ir ſhines on, be ever ſo diſtreſſed ) yea, & God getrs glory by 
the creatures miſery, for thereby, as by  foxle, his Immutable Bleſſedves, 
is better ſer of, as alſo his Hohner, Juſtice, Trath in threats 8c. But yer, 
all Afiifions are —_ Gods heart, becauſe againſt che Creatures 
good, and their diſorderisin it: ſt isa diſturbance of his worke, and 
it is againſt, & unſuitable to, that mercifullnes which is.in, a Creator 
co his Creatures, (o chat, there is an eclipſe of Gods luſtre & glory 
though , nortche, but the Creature, looſe thereby ( as not the Sunne, 
but the Earth, looſeth by the eclipſe of the Sunne ) his goodues, and 
his Creators parenthke ( oven Father & Mothers ) bowels are obſcured, 
and not manefeſted; ſo that his manefetative glory; the Glory which 
he ſhould have by a manefeftation from the Creature, is obſcured; 
Wherefore, the Lord in Scripture. profeſſeth, even of Afidtions 
{ aſwell, as of Sinner ) that they are not with his will, or from ha heart 
asthe word is interpreted after the original; on the margent, Lam,z, 
33.loelſe where : He Wills noe Foros of a Sinner: and he confirmes 

it with an oath ; to ſhew that he is ſerious, real], & deepein-it: and 
that his heart, is in very deed, not for, or with the Affidions, of his 
Creature; and yet, the Scripture, making God, to have an hand, 8 
will, in Affuiftions, and to be the auther of them; It isreadily granted 
of all hands, that he is ſo; And why may it notbe ſo granted, that 
he is of Sinne ? 

For Conſider now alſo, what are Sinnes in reſpect of God? Let me 
now,nullific Size, and make ic nothing, but erewmph over it, as a ſha- 
dow of great appearance, whilſt I diſcourſe of it in reference to belee- 
vers, and in compare with Godzas he is in, & of himſelfe, withoutthe 
Creature; though elſe, in other reſpeRs; itisas reall as any thing, 8 
as infinitly monſtcous, in fowlenes & miſery, as God,lo as he ſtands in 
reference to Creatures, is in beauty, & goodnes; fo farr, as an of- 
:[pring of a Creature, can come ina parallel with aCreatot( as the 
abaſement, & corment, which Chriſt, who is God-war , indured, 
_.plainlyſhewes } yer may Swxe be trinmpht over, as nopung: both as 

compared with the Workes of the Three Perſons in Trenity, about it( as 
we jhall heare heercafter)as alſo compared,in its eWne being,with Gods 
being in, & of himſclfe : whome five cannot hurt, as fob. 5. 6.For 
Sinne, is but the weaknes of Gods creature, ics mutabiliry ; by-which 
his ftrength & unchangablenes, isas by a foyle, better ſer of; Canitbe 
. any thing to God, his impeachment, that his Creature is frayle 0 _ 

ce be 


ns a 
det ys 
Hee 4 


eMbont their” Shint & Tronble, 41 
he be a God, and impeacht by anything ? Yea, doth not Sinze occa- 
| fion the manefetation of many, yea molt, of his Attributes? Indeed Tana 4: 
, | Swnedothecliple Gods manefeſtative glory : That Glory, which he og 
of ſhould have from the Creature riſe up ro him, upon his manefeſta« COA 
tion of himſelfe, that is much loſt by ſe; It buryes, & hides thar Ge as 
glory of God; it fights againſt it; ſinnes againſt Gods heart; as contra- {2vldariſe 
ry to his owne image; andthe diforder of his whole worke-manſhijp; Creature, 
and the ruine of his creature; and the theefe which ſteales away bis 
| glory: Andinthisis Sinner vilenes, and heerein, it is incomperably 
* worſe,then AfiidionsBur yer,ithurts God no more,then an ecliple of 
5 theSunne, hurts the Sunne; which is nothing: The Sunne ſhincs as 
oleriouſly, bur the Earth beholds it not,and ſo hath not the comfort 
and benchirof its influence : So thar, all the evil of Sinye towards, _ 
God, is not atall ro him, in his owne Eſſential Bleſſednes, but in his Bengal) 24 
Glory which ſhould arifero him from the Creature, for the good of the Fieilednes, 
Creature: Which Glory, as he is Creator, is his end, and moſt deare to 
him (as a wiſe mans end is, becauſe elſe, his worke is in vaine) 
Wherefore he profeſleth his harred againſt all Snxe; and thar he hath 
noWilltoit, Handin it, noris the Author of it; And yet, he may, as 
eruely & ſafely have a Vil, & Hand in, & be the Anthor of, Sinn, as 
of Affuttions, CNN | {> ofon 
' And it may be readily granted : Namely in a diverſe reſpe&, & dif- How: m 
ferent conſideration : Even as they ſay, to diſtinguiſh 7«/tice, from That God © 
Revenge, in one & the ſame puniſhment, inflicted : 7»/fice doth ir, as 5: & is 
itis good ( Sub ratione Bows) and is movedto willit, as it is goad; hath of Sinne, as | 
| good effetts: But Revenge dothitas it is evill( Sub ratione Mabs) and % Affiti 
is movedtowillit,asit is bad, and hath #l! effef#s, namely hurts the 
perſon; 7ufticealfo reſpeRs a publique good; but Revenge looks one- _—_— 
ly to the perticular hurt of that perſon ; So God Wills, and is the Au- pr ary mg 
thor of Affiiftions, an d Wills not, nor is the Anthor of Affidtians ; He bervene -_ 
wills not'Afiitions, ſimply, and abſolutly, as they be the Creatures hurt : Jebices 6 
For that is againſt his Nature ( which is Mercy ) ahd his Relation z N*V**86- 
who is their Creator and Parent, both Father & Mother, | 
_ Neither doth he inflict them, till he is moved by ſome end, and 
conſideration, which prefents greater good', both in regard of his 
owne Glory, and his peoples good, then there ishurr, by the Aﬀidi- 
01: Therefore, (as was (aid befote ) He fweares he defires not the Sinners 
death; That is, onely as, and becaulez it is his dearh; having no other 
or greater-moying caufe, then the Sinners ruine ;:(-As the cruel 
| F Tirant 
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Tirant, who deſired the death of the Veſtal Virgins, onely asadeath, 
and their miſery, and for that end, appointed them to be raviſhr, 8& 
then put to death, becauſe he could not putthem to death, unles 
they were deflowred) Wherefore the deſtrudtion of Sinners, conſi- 
dered thus ; as it is evill cothem, is of themſelves: That is; their 
weakenes, & mutability working them to ſinne; they expole them- 


ſelvesto ruine; Which ruine God wills £5 works, as it is good , for his 


glory, and his peoples good: Yea, better then if the Sinners were not 
ruind: And thus God, is brought on to Jfift, by a further end 
then the miſery ir ſelfe; Wherefore as to Chriſt in a more tranſcen- 
dent way : as he was his Fellow, and no linner in himſelfe, he would 
not, norcould, afflict him ; wherefore his Swordflept: Yet, on other 
conſiderations, as he was the repreſentation of all his Ele ; and a 
Sinner by imputatios : he willd to ſtricke him, and therefore awakcr his 
Sword ; Zach: 13.7+ So, isit, in regard of all e4ffidions; He wills 
and works them; And he wills & works them not; in ſeveral reſpe&s; 
As Evills imply,and on no other conſiderations, he wills them 
not, nor works them, bur it is the Creatures owne harveſt which 
he ſowed ; Butas they tend to, & produce high & great good effets: 
There is no evill of miſery, but God doth ir. 

Even thus, is it inregard of Sinnes; In ſome Reſpelts, £5 Conſidera- 
tions,God neither doth, nor can, will Sinze,or have any had in ir,or be 
any authorofit: Namely asit is evil, or a good onely in appearance, 
anſwering onely the humor ofa weake, & mutable Creatxre; Thus,8 
in theſe reſpeQs onely, God wills not, works not Sinne; but abhors 
itinfinitly, for it defiles & is moſt contrary to his Nature; And thus 
the Creacure wills it, & works, and on no other reſpets: Oc (to ex-. 
preſſe the thing, more fully & plainely ) Godneither hath a Will, or 
Hand in Sinne. 

1. Asitonely ſprings from an evill Roote, &riſeth up on a weake 
orevill Ground; Thatis, as the, mind is moved to finne, gut of an 
evill inbred principle of inherent Luſt, or from a concomitanc 
weakenes, & wurtability of Nature; So God, is not moved to will, 
or worke Sinne, for that argues an imperfe&, 8 polluted Nature; 
But thus, the Divell & Man, wills & works Sinne: And this is the 
rrue ſcope & lence of that; 7aww. 1.13.10 18, God doth not fo, or 
on ſuch grounds & reſpets, rempt or move any man to linne, as to 
be moved thereto from an inward principle of linne, or of weaknes, 
and murtability; therefore he faith; Yerſe, 13. God canner be tempred 
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with evill, nor tempt any man: That in,as it isevill, and ſuites an evill 
principle within him ; ſo God is nor rewpred, nor zempts; Bur thus; 
mantempts bimlelfe Yerſe. 14,1 5. being moved from an evill prin- 
ciple of luſt, within bim ; which ſhewes that this is the Apoſtles ſcope, 
ro ſhew that on theſe grounds, & reſpes, God is not moved to will 
and worke Sinne; So that he denyesitnot to God abſolutely, but on 
theſe grounds; which farther appeares; Becauſe, Yeyſe. 16, 17. the 
error he confures is, T bat God ſhould tempt to Sinne,as it is Sinne, an 
evill & fooliſh thing, pleaſing out of an inherent weaknes, & muta- 
bility ; For thus to will & worke Sinne onely; he prooves God cinor, 
becauſe all good is of him, as a Father, therefore he cannot ſend forth 
evill: and he bath no Variablenes, whereas all Sinne , as Sine, riſeth 
from the wxtabilicy of the Creature; Hence our Saviour refers Sinne 
as it is an evill, to anevill rice, & ground, & roote: Met, 5, 37: all 
that is of Evil, 8 (o Evill : But new if there bea Ground on which 
Sinne may be willd & wrought, that is not from Evill, ora Weake- 
nes, '& Mutabilicy, moving Godto Will & Worke it; God may Wil, 
and Worke it, notwithſtanding this ſaying of /Jame. 

2, Gad neither hatha Will;or Hand in Sinne; As Sinne is moved 
to, or effeted by a Meanes that is Naught, namely by telling a Lye, 
or any ſuchway ; for thisis evill in the doer: Therefore ; when God 
willd that Ahab ſhould finne, in going to Remoth Gilead; he would 
not by lying perſwade himto it; but askt who of his evill minifers 
would doc it, and one of the Divels undertooke to doeit, by filling 
his Prophets with lyes, ſoas to bea Lyarin them ( /willbe « lying Spi- 
yie;) Thus God neither doth, nor can at any ill meanes to bring a- 
bout finne; As the Dive/did to draw Exeto ſinne by beguiling her 
_ lyes: Though God may wil. it ſhall be done by them that are 
evill. 

3+ As Sinne onely _— ſome appearing Good, bur reall Evill 
Ends; Namely Gods diſhonour & the Creatures hurt: So God nei- 
ther can,nor will, either Will, or Worke it, forthen he ſhould be 
Evill; For the end ofan aQtion, in morrall things gives-the name ; 
Thus in theſe Reſpets; God-Wills not, Works nor, is not the Au- 
thor in the leaſt degree of any Sinne; But it is of Satan; as 1, Crow, 
21, 1. Satan flood up aqeinf lſracl, &5 provoked David te number the 
People: Thatis; Sarantrom an evill mind; by evill meanes, to an ec- 
vill end, namely to hurt /7ael, as they were Gods People, provoke 
David to that Sinne: Intheſe reſpects, it was Satan; & nor God. 
| 2 | And 
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And ſoalfo, itis of our owne hearts(wherefore David chargeth the 
Siane wholy on himſelfe, & nor on God: 1.Cren.21.1 7.) as was be= 
fore ſhewed, Jame.1.13,14.15, Burnow;, all this notwithſtanding, 
as there are good Reſpetts on which, Sinue may be willd 65 Wrought , > 
God may be, the Author thereof, As. 

1. Sinne may be willd & Wrought, from good Principles, E5 Grounds, 
of VWiſedome, Power, Soveraignty, Holynes,to [ett up onely himſelfe: 8c. 

z, Sinne may be willd £5 Wrought by good Meanes,namely, a wile 8 
holy ordering things ſoas ſhall draw forth & diſcover the Creatures 
murability & weakenes, anda leaving the Creatureroit, being no 
way cyed to ſuperaddan aſliſtance, & ſtcength againſtit, as Sinne was 
brought about in Adam & Eve; and after Sinxeisin; then by leaving 
the heart to its owne luſt, and by wiſe & holy diſpenſations & pro- 
vidences, to ſtur up thoſe luſts, notby any thing in the. providence, 
bur through the luſt it ſelfe abuſing ſuc? providences ; as Sinne is 
brought about now , lince the Fall, | | 

3. Sinne-may be willd 65 wrought, for good Ends: Viz. The ſhew-= 
ing the Creatures weakenes, as by a foyle to ſer of the Creators 
glory; and the gainiog more glory to God, and good to his People: 
Thus God is ſaid to move David to number the people, 1. Sam, 241, in 
theſe reſpes, asinthe other; the Divel is (aid todoeit :and under 
theſe conſiderations, Sinne 5 good {as poylon may be forphilick, and 
as the killing amalefattor by a law ) and as good as other things ; & 
may as comelily be wid, and be brought about by God, and have hins 
for its Author; as any thing elſe: 

Yea, in truth, it is moſt Congruons that Heſhould be its Author; 
For whome becomes it ſo well,as the Cheifeſt Good, to bring about 
the Greatef? Good, by the Greateſt Evill;and whofofitly, as the Inz- 
mutable, Strong God, can bring our, the Weakenes & Mutability of 
che Creature? Thus ye lee, that erue Reaſon, &rhe Scripture ex- 
clude not Godfrom being in any reſpets, the Willer & Anthor of Sinne; 
Bur from being it in Evill Reſpe&ts; Andas it hath Good Reſpeds, ir is 
fathered on-him, the Father ofall Good: Therefore when foſeph carried 
his Brethrens Sinne to God; he inſtanceth onely inthe good ends-&+ 
efefts, whichtheir Sinne bad: For fo , & onely ſoit belongs ro God: 
And God may glory aſmuch,in this bis plot,& handy worke of Sinn, 
as inany thing that is from him ( excepr 7eſus-Chriſt ) it doth ſo be 
come him, & advance him, & hispeople. | | 

And thus, 1 haveſhewed the Firft Ground of eyery Change, nl 
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befalls Gods People, either by Sinnes, or Sorrowes, It is God, his Hand, 
andWill, ate in # : Yea, letme add this, before 1 end this Conſi- 
deration, | 

God is more in their Sinnes E5 Sorrowes , then they themſelves are; So * od . 
much that implies Gene. 45-5,8, Nosyon, but God; That is, not fo Beleevers 
much You, as God: God,on good conliderations, had a greater Will , Jnnes and 
& hand in it, then you: Therefore in Davids numbring the people, rien them« 
God, and not He, is made the ground of ir, 2.Sam. 24.1. God on ves, 

ood Grounds, though healfo, in cvill Reſpedts was in itas he con- 
feſlſeth: Yet God was ſo much more, thac he drown=d him in com- - 
pari ſon! For, Arguments, - 

1, God firſt willd, and broughtit abour, £ 

2, He might have prevented it , but they could not, though yet, 
as it was evill, they did it freely, and of their owne accord,and agaialt 
his revealed will. 

3. God had more,& greater, and more generall ends of their Sinne, 
then they,who onely aimed art a perticular (atisfyingaluſt of Envy 8 
Revenge : But God aimed at much Good, for them ; and many: 
and moved more ſtones toeffetthe worke; then they who wrought 
ina ſmall compaſle. 

4+ Andlaſtly, Godsgoodend, ſwallowed up theirlittleevill end; #- 
more good, then bad came of it to 7oſeph, themſelves, and others: 
Therefore , it was God more then they ; for of him is all good: 
Wherefore lec Beleevers, be humbled gedlily for their Sinnes ; and - 
then be quier without perplexing wary. + or anger with themſelves, 
For Gods hand, E5 good ends, are in their Sinnes, &5 Sorrowes , more 
then their evill hearts, and ſhall prevaile to Gods glory, andtbeir 

ood, | 
, Thus much'for the Firff Rice E7 Ground of all Changes, which 
befall Beleevers throngh Sine or Sorrow; They all are of God, and 
his hand. 2. 

SECONDLY, All Changes by Sivne or Sorrow Which befall Rice, 

Beteevers , come from God bya Decree PoWerfull ; That is, a Work- They all 
ing. Decree he hath ſo reſolved and decreed ic as that Þis hand and n_—— 
power concurs, to effeCtir, by a Decr.:6 

'In regard of Troubles: & Afﬀutions , this is (aid exprelſely Zeph. ag) 
2,2, There was a Decreepregnant; which conceived, & bred Trouble aftictions: 
for them ; and was ſtrong and able, to bring it forth , and nor 
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So allo; For Sinners; eAts, 4.27.28. Thar fnxe of theirs in eracif- 
ing Chriſt: All chat which they did finnfully againſt Chriſt ; is ſaid ro 
be determined before, by Gods connſel & hand; That is, a Decree 
that was concurting in Power to effet what it determined : Yet is not 
this any excuſe to the Sinyer or extenuation of the Smwe; For, asit is 


. faid of Aris //a, 10. 7. hethinks not lo; heeyes not this Decree of 
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AfiiQtions : 


edin his ſinning, nor is he moved bya reſpe@ to it; but he doth ir 
eut of his owne evill heatt. 

THIRDLY, All Changes upon Belcevers, by Sinne,or Sorrows, 
come to them from God, by an Everlaſting Decree ; Even by chat Erer- 
nal Love, & Connſel,in & by which they were ordained co Life Erer- 
»all; Therefore, Habac. 1.12, the Prophet incourageth himſelfe a- 
gainſt the great Affirdtion of the Babilonian (Aptivity, by this, that 

ods Decree had ordained them forthat end; and therefore the iſſue 
hould be their good ; and not their ruine (We ſhall not de) and ſerts 
God before him, as a God from Everlaſting ; and his God; that is, 
His God from Everlaſting , And wny doth he inſtance in this Attribute 
of Everlaſting ? But to intimate; —_ being from Everlaſting, & 
ſo all His Decree being from Everlaſting; among which , this was 
one, of thar their great AﬀiQion by the Babilonrans; therefore they 
ſhould not be hurt, or ruind by ir: And when Chriſt, is called the 
Everlaſting Father : [/a, 9. 6. lt ſcemes to be ment, not onely that from 
Everlaſting Decree had delingd the Second Perſon , as incarnate, to 
makeall things; & as it were begert them; bur more ſpecially, to be 
a Father to the Ele; and fo as a Father to chaſtile them with afflii- 
ons; Heb. 12. 5. 6,9. which Affiiors alſo muſt be by the ſame Ever- 


laſting Decree appointed out to them : Wherefore, Chrift; [a.6;.16. 


So all Sines 
How oft, 
Wow many, 


is called their Father, who from Everlaſting had this Name; their Re- 
deemer : For (o it is read on the Margent , & ſcemes to be ment; Now, 
as their redemption; {o their miſerys muſt be Decreed from Everlaſting: 
for ſo ſurely, Chrift as a Redeemer, hath bin in Gogs account; from 
Everlaſting: Even thoſe goings forth, Mica, 5.2. & not onely,his God 
heads ; but thoſe W orkes of his, as [ucarnate, towards the Creature: 
Workes without ; as the phraſe of goings forth; implics. 

And asall Sorrewes, So all Sinnas of Beleevers, are determined by 
Gods Eternal Decree; How oft, How many, How great; For, if Chrift 
from Ever/afting be their Redeemer; and went forth to Save thews; It 
was firſt, & cheifely from Sinne; then muſt from Everlaſting the Sinna 


| be ſett downe from whence he ihould fave them; as it is certaine 


they were 
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they were, becauſe when he accompliſht the Decree, and by dying on 
che Croſſe, aftually redeemed them; then Altheir Sinue mett on him, as 
itis /a. 53. 6.read on the CMargerr; Now none mett on him there, 
but what were Deereed for him to remove, when he was deſtinated to 
that worke; which was from Everlaſting: For Adams in his fall, & 
funing, was a Figure, or Tipe of Chrift, taking away Sinnes Rom, 5.14. 
to the Chapt. end; Therefore Chriſts taking away Sinna, was decreed be- 
fore Adams, or the World was, (and fo from Everlaſting ) or how 
could Adam tipific him, if he were not before inteded to that worke? 
Andit Chriſt were from Everlaſting ; Decreed to take away Sinne, then 
were the Swmnes he ſhould take away, Decreed from Everlaſting : This 
alſo appeares by Dent. 32.3:.70 37, where it is ſaid; that borh the 
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Sinnes of Gods people: Yerſ.32.,33. 34. And their Affiidtions Verſe 3 5+ - 


And their Deliverance: Ver/, 36. areall afore hand, laidup in ſtore | 


with God, aud ſealed among his treaſures: Thatis, in the Erernall 
Decrees, of his Wiſedome,& Knowledg,in the deepeſt ſecreſy, 8 hid- 
dennes, hath God ſer downe his peoples fnne & puniſhments; which 
ina ſetttime he will avenge, pans the end, doe his people good. - 
And the Reaſon, and Ground, and further Evidenceofall this is: 
Becauſe, by the ſame Decree that ſerrs downe the End, are all the 
Meanes thereto ſct downe; Wherefore that Erernall Good:Will & 
Wiſedome of God, which Decreed Belcevers to Eternall Happines, 
Decreedall the eAffiidtions, E5 Sinnes, how much, & long, God would 
leave them toweakenes, and let looſe corruptions; as the wayes & 


A further, 
Ground, 


meanes by which, be would bring them to that Glory appointed - 


them : Forevery thing which befalls Beteevers in this World , is a 
Meanes to that great End of Eternall Glory to which God hath or- 
dained them ; and therefore was fore-ordered for them, in &by thar 


Great, Eternal Love, and ſo cannotbut be in Love, and for their 


Good, 
FouRTHLY, All Change upon Beleevers by Sinn , or Sor- 


rows, come on thews, by & through eA Covenant of Grace made with 
them; This followes from the former; For the Covenant of Grace, is 
nothing elſe, butthe gathering togeather, & tevealing with an obli- 
gation te them, to performe, whatever were his Erernal Purpoſes in 
Himſelfe, concerning Beleevers; Wherefore, all that is Decreed cons 
cerning them, is exhibited to them, through eL Covenant of Grace; 
which cannot bur ſeaſon it, & make it whollome to them ; however 


pernicious it be to others, 
Thus 
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Thus all e4ff::0»s come through 4 Covenant of Grace ; andare 
expreft init, P/al.$9. 32. 33.34. For they be fatherly chaſtiſements for 
good, and tokens of Love, to which the Covenant binds God Heb.x2, 
7.10, Whence itis thar God is called the terrible Goo, keeping Covenant 
& Mercy, Nehe. 1. 5, Becauſe his Covenant for Mercy, is to Aft. 

Andlo,all the Simnes which Beleevers are left to, they are chrough 

& becauſe ofthe Covenant of Grace, left to them; and the Covenant 
implies a diſpenſation of linningto them, as well as other things: 
For though the Covenant, exprelle nor their being leftro Sine: Yer, 
it imples their /nning,; for its ſcope is; that God as a Father will Edw- 
cate & Nurture them up ſo, as ſhall fit them for his Inheritance of Glory: 
Now by Simnes are they as much »urtared, Es fitted for Heaven; as by 
any thing elſe : Wherefore, by vertue of, and chrough his Covenant 
of Grace, doth he leave them to, more, or fewer, lefle, or greater, 
Sinnes, as may beſt nurture them up, even as he fitts them for ſervice 
in this World, by leading them into Simnes; as he did Petey ro cone 
firme the weake by leaving him to that Sinxe, Luke, 22.32. with 3 4. 
57. And Davidto beare out tothe World, his ſure mercyes inChriſt: 
Ta.s5.3.by leaving him & his houſe, to many & great Sinnes: as 2. 
Sam. 11. becauſe elſe the ſurenes of the Mercy, had not appeared; had 
they not {inned extraordinarily: 

| So he fitts alfo for the Glory in Heaven; by their various finning 
heere : Notonely as Sinnes make way for Affidtions, but alſoas they 
make way for Gods free Grace, Chriſts Mercy, and the exerciſe of di- 
verſe Graces; As that Simne of the Church of Corrinth did 2,Cor,7. 10.11+ 
And who ever obſerves Gods manner in nurturing vp: his Children 
for Heaven, he will find that the moſt nſuall wayes of his Art, therein 
lye in leaving them ro Stxes or Afﬀiidtions, or both; For, 

Firſt , Sinnes E5 Afﬀfirtions , are a tryall of Faith; Afﬀiidtions try our 
Faith in Gods Love, that he ſhould Afi and Love as 7obs Faith was 
tryed; Though he Kill meyer IWwilltru/}in him: And they try our Faithin 
his Mercy, when he fo takes vergance on our iniquities, to beleeve 
him mercefall, and that he hath forgiven: Pſal.g9.,S. And they try our 
Faith in his /«ſtice ; whilſt he ſo afflits the good, and letts the wicked 
proſper; as it is in the Pſa/mes. | 
 .Andas eAffiflions ate a tryall of our Faith; So are our Simnes; and 
thar much more then Afidtons : They try our Faith in Chriſts Blood, 
for an Atonement, Þſal. 51.2.7, They try our Faith in Gods VUnchang- 
ablenes that he will not caſt us of though we ſine; according as the . 

Covenant 
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Quvenant runes, Pſal.89, 31.32.33. They try our Faith in the Proxe In the Pro- 
ſes of Perſeverance, &-Vittory, over Sinne, when yet we find it captive '** 

us;as Parle faith ſhewed it lelfe, Rom,7.23,24,25, 

Now this Tryall of Faith, by manifold tentations; 2s 1. Pet. 1. 6.7, 

that is both by Tentations through Sinnes, & Sorromwes ; is fora ſeaſon 
needful]: Even, whilſt we are'in »artare; in as much as it tryesFaith; 

Asthe fire doth the gold, thatis to be uſed in ſpeciall things: Which 
tryall of Faith over, &above belids the Faithit ſelfe; will be profi- 
zable,arthe laſt day ; and therefore, isat the preſent of more price & 
vertue to us, then gold, which periſheth in this World. | 
| Secondly, Sine E5 Afliftions,are as ſeeds of an harveſt of /oy at the * _ 
laſt day: eAfiifttions arethe ground worke of Joy, Pſal.126.5.6.45 vet of Joy 

the Babilonion Captivity ( their ſpoke of) was of thar great ioy : and 2 ©: 

ſo Heb. 12 11. even though they be inflicted for Sine, as the fore- 
© mentioned were; For God forgives & removes the Affition: Pal, 
103.3. 1/4.38.i7, Yea, and they Comfort, at the laſt day, as the hard« 
nes ofthe Sea voyage, doth in the haven; andthe danger of the fight, - 
doth in the triumph; Reve, 7.13.14. And Sinna, however, for the 

molt part, they firſt occaſion trouble, yet they tend to,and inthe end, 
bring forth the more Joy, ; both heere, whilſt God forgives them, and 
ſheds abroad his Joy with his Forgivnes; giving not onely eaſe, by 
ſetting againe the bones he broke, butalſo making them to rejoyce - 

Pſal. 1.7.8. David never joyed more, then after his reconfiulement to 

God. upon thoſe horrid Simne of Adulry & Marder; and that ofunm- . 
bring the People: For after the former he had Salemos given him 
(Whome the Lord ſent, & called beloved of the Lord 2,854.12, 25. & was he 
whome God had named to build the Temple as ye heard before ; and 
afterthe other ſinne be had the place of the zemple;ſhewed him; 8&.liber- 
ty to prepare for its building which greatly joyed h# ſoule;there being 
nothing to which h# heart werforth in ſo muehdelire as ro Godehoyſe, 

- And ihdeed Gods people need more Joyes after Sinn, then after <£.1......,. 
Atflidions, becauſe they are more caſt downe by them; and therefore needs more 
God uſeth Sinxes , as meanes by which he leades.in his Joyes unto 127055 
them in this World: And alſo in the Wotkd.to:come; their Sinn chen alter 
yeild rhem grear Joyes; Indeed, in ſomereſpe&s:;, they.ſhall joy moſt Om 
at the laſt day, who have leaſt ſinned; But in otherreſpedts, they have which they 
moſt joy who have moſt ſinned, ( For linne they little or much , they 3 "eere» 
all ſhall eter into 7oy, at laſt) whill the free Grace, and: rich Mercy, bcercafter, 
of God the Father; the Merrit, & Loye of God the Sonne; the Power 

| -S | of the 
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ofthe indwelling holy Ghoſt in them; ſhall the more ſhine forth; 
how muchthe more Sz»wxe have bine within them; and Faith will rhe 
more Tryilph in & with the Trophes of ſo many the more Viftoryes 
over the guts of Sinner, and keeping up under the more continued 
allaylts of powerfull Sinnes. 


3. By Sine 5 Affiittions,God is the more made manifeſtto them; 


Even, all his Goodnes is made 70 paſſe before them Exo.33 19. Thatis, all 
his eLributes: as Exodus, 3 4.6. his Soveraignity to doe what he will, 
with whome he will; whilſtheleaves them to any SorroWes, or Sinnes, 
1. Sam. 3.18, Exod,z3. 19, alledged, Rom 9,15. He hardens Whome he 
will ; So his /uſtice & Mercy: more fuſtice, in that the more they ſine, 
the more he takes of Chriſt: Rom, 3. 26. he ts fuſt ,alwell as a 7uſtifier: 
And more Mercy, in pardoning more to them. And fo his Truth is 
manifeſt ; in a more full making good his threats in puniſhing them 
for Sine; or his Promiſes, in pardoning more Sinne, 

Now this ſeing Gods backe parts, doth greatly nurture, and fitt for 
heaven, many wayes, which TIneed not mention, they are fo obvi- 
ous : Thus then, the Chavges through Simmer & Afiidtions, ſerving forr 
znrture & education of Beleevers unto heaven, itis, matter of Joy to 
them , when They fall into divers temptations , James. 1. 2, Yea, 
all foy; Itsaphraiſe,lfind notagaine uſed in Scriprwre ; Ir is morethen 
to lay; much,or greatjoy; for ir implyes that what ever kind, or dee 
gree of joy there is, we ſhouldrake itup to joy in this thing;(as the like 
phraſe, is uled inthe like lence, for Prayer: Eph. 6.18.) which ſhewes 
that there is more then ordinary cauſe of oy , in theſe Tryalls of 
Beleevers, ſome of which , he inſtanceth in: YFer/e.3,to 6. For theſe 
Tryalls, are of their Faith (as ye heard before) which yeilds a future 
gaine,anda preſent proffic alſo : for Faith rryed, brings forth Patience; 
and doe butler Patience bavethiy perfelt works , & ye ſhall be intire, &- 
lack nothing: Entire;the greeke word 6axangol find not elle whete uſ- 


ed in Scripewre;but 1,Theſ, 5.2 3.that which is intregal with all ics parts, 


which hath all that isallorred irwhichis poſſeſt of your whole lot, por= 
tion, or inheritance ; Yet there is added anether word (as ifthis were 
not full enough Jand lack nothing; ot rather lacking in nothing: As if by 
the Tryall of Faith through'feveral Tenrations, Patience may be wrought 
up toſuch a perfeftion; as that they ſhould have their full portion 
of Grace & Ghrygiven them intotheir hand: 

And whereas, they may ſay, but who is Wiſe enough ſo to improye 
patience; he-prevents it; ſaying to this effe&t; Thus.to doe is indeed 
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wiſedome , which any man may lacke, bat if he acke it; heſhall have it, 


and ſo may doe the things, and become fully poſleſt of all his portion, 


and inheritance ; and therefore may well joy with all 7oy, when he is 
fallen into diverſe tentations; This indeed is not a matter of ſence; 
therefore ſaith the 1poſtle cont it; or ſuppoſe, and thinke it ſo iy1one%, 
Ler this be your leading thought of all other thoughts, and let this 
thought leade youraffetions; lo much the word may implye $y10x09+ 
Wherefore, Yerſe. 12, he ſayth, They are bleſſed that indure, that is in- 
dure fo as to ſtay it ont, and not give over; For he when he # tryed ( or as 
rhe words in greeke are) being become one tryed, as mettall in the 
furnace, /hall receive the CroWne of Life; which implyes that till he is 
thus zrjed, he isnot meete; and thiszr5a/l makes & diſco vers him to be 
meete to receive the Crowne; which Crowne though it. be the ſame for 
ſubſtance; Yet itis divers in degrees, & circumſtances, unto which 
ſeverals, they are fitted by ſeveral tryals; God being ſerved on them, 
in pardoning more to them; or in their being more ſanQifted, or 
afflicted. 

And thus ye ſee, how God the Father hath made us able to tryumph 
over ſinne, as nothing: Evenas the other 7 wo Perſons alloinableusro 
doe, in aſeveral way; For compare we Sinne,in its working, & in- 
dwellingin us, in which reſpect, itis neareſt us; Yet compare it 
with the power & purpoſe of the Hoh- Ghoff, who dwells alſoinus, 
ro ſubdue itall ; and compared with him; Ir is leſſe then the force 
of a Flye, to a Giant ; itis nothing: So compare we Sinne in its 
guilty with Teſus Chriſt, his Righteonſng , Blood, Ec, Itis not ſo much as 
a Cloud compared with the Sunne, in his ſtrength ; it is nothing 2 So 
alſo compare we Smt, in its being , with the Connſell, Decree, & In- 
tent of God the Father; anditis nothing: Yea more; there is all good, 
and much good comes of ir, to Beleevers, and ro God ; Thus the Three 
Perſonsin Trynity; bave cach of them, ſeverally pur forth their power, 
zo nullifie Sinne, an the behalfe of Beleevers, that it ſhould not diſmay 
them: And Godthe Father ; hath taken it up, and ordered, it for much 
good, unto Beleevers: In that He, and hw Decree, and Covenant of 
Grace; is the Channel by which «ll Sinxes befall them. | 

Now then,to ſumme up all;Since all Changes by Sinnes,or SorroWes 
which befalls Beleevers,come 116 God, & fro his Decree Everlaſting ,& 
are diſpenced to them. as a nurture through A Covenant of Grace , It 
muſt. needs be that they mult all worke rogeather \, ro their good , 
Rom 8, 28, It may be, tothena that view bur particulars , & _— 2 

G 2 theic 


Verſe,12, 
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their general good end, and their conducement to it, may not be 
perceived ; But put them all rogether, and ye ſhall ſee, in their 
urmoſt maine end, they all worke together for good, toall Beleevers; © 
And by the Coherence, the Apoſt{ethere ſeemes to meane, fnnfull ly- 
firmityes again(t which the Sperit helpes, as wellasother more ourward 
Troubles: Wherefore, there cannot be any true reaſon or ground, why - 
any thing ſhould perplexe them. 

Trouble either by Sinne or Afiidtion, are to be looked on wo Wayes; 
Both as Sinnes are our oWne, and come from our curſed nature, and diſe ' 
honours God crucified Chriſt,greive the Spirit,tranſureſſe the Command&sc: 
And ſo Affiiftions may be conlidered, either as comming from our Sinne; 
or atthe leaſt ; our ſinnfullnes expoſing to them: And thus, with hope mn 
Chriſt , for pardon; Beleevers are to greive and hamble themſelves, for 
Sinues E5 Affiiftions : And from this, anger & greife, Foſeph did not 
rake off , his Brethren; Nor Chriſt his Diſciples in my text; This is a 
Trouble , that #5 good ES profitable for them ; But as Sinnes or Afﬀiidtions 
are beheld, onely as oxy oWe, in their bad effetts, ES rootes, and God, 5 © 
his Will, 65 Hand them , and their good effetts , through him, are nor 


conſidered; hence comes ſnnfull & pernicious troubles; which foſeph 


to his Brethren; and Chriſt to his Diſciples diſwads from; And noe 
courſe is ſo full troremove or preventit ,as this looking on God the 
Anthor of it, and the good which he brings about byir:W hich is rarely 
done by beleevers, yea, hardly knoWwne, & therefore I have inlarged it: 

Yet, let mecloſe this Meares againſt all Trozbles, as our Savioar 
doth; Namely that yee know (who are Belcevetrs ) all this; Ye 
know theſe true grounds of Corſolations, though not ſo diſtinly , or 
perticularly; yerthere is that in you , which'conteines all theſe co,o- 
lating Grounds, if ye would ſtirrit up, and gather ittogether; and not 
brutiſhly give way to ſence & preſent things, and ro the paſſions 
of your owne ſuppoſed falſe grounds of Gods hand on you inleaving 
you, to Siznes, or SorroWes; Wherefore ſtirr up the knowledg that is 
in you, and uſe it that ſo whatever Changes befall you by Sinnes or Sor- 
rowes ; your hearts may not be troubled, 

And thus much for the Fourth Meanes againſt perplexing trouble of 
heart; included in the 2.3.5 4. Yerſes; and for thoſe Yerſes as they 
ſtand in reference to the former, and their ſcope; to Comfort the 
Diſciples againſt Chriſts wth drawing his Corporall preſence : And fo 
we have handled theſe Yerſesas they are a Dehortation from Trouble ' 
of heart, and Directions of CMeanes to helpe againſt its 


Now 
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Now let vs Conſider them againe; and obſerve wh at may be de- 
duced & drawne by Conſequence from them, or found politively, 
andabfolurely inthem: And thus, theſe Yerſs Conteine many rh, 
69 pleaſant Truthes. 

FirRsT OBSERVATION, 
That 7eſus Chriſt : hath extraordinary tender. bowels towards a 
Beleevers in Tronble. 
This is demonſtrated in Foure Perticulars. 

Firſt, Chri/t could not beare that theſe Beleevers, ſhould be trons 
bled ; but forbids it, and by many DireQtions, and Arguments, tortifics 
rhem againſt it:So ſoone as he perceived rroxble begine to ariſe in the; 
He abounds & ouerflowes with care to prevent&remove it;:Even as a 
render Mother, who is reſtles in carefullnes to eaſe hic Child ſoſoone 
as it isany way troubled : And this 7 Chriſ?, farther appeares in the. 
reſt of this, &'the following Chapters: In which by many words; a- 
gaine & againe he diſcovers, that his bowels greatly, moved whith the 
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abſolutely, 
And ſothey 
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For 1, 
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their being 
troubled: 
But is much 
troubled 
abvur it, 


ſight of their trouble: He indeed ſhewing much more trouble of (om- + 
paſſion for them, then they had trouble of perplexity ; as the tender Mo- | 


chers troubles forthe Child, are oft greater, & more,then the Childes, 


which cauſe them, becauſe of hir aboundance of bowels: Yet farther. 


Secondly, He was thus taken up With trouble about their troublegthen 
when hewasentring into his owne great Trouble , when it was ſo neate 
him, that it zroubled' him with its gaſtnes, & greatnes ; 7ok».1 3, 21, Ir 
was his oWne Perſonall trouble ; which uſeth to ingrofle all the care, 
that is in man; forhimſelfe, rhongh men can be troubled for others, 
when they arc free themſelves, yer hardly when they atein trouble 
themſelves: Yea, and this erouble of Chriſts oWne, was greater, then 
theirs, fortheirs was much of it groundles , & immaginary, & ſuch 
as might be eſcaped ( as ye bave ſeene before) but Chriſts was all, re- 


2, 
And this, 
whe he was 
entring on 
his owne 
great Trou + - 
bl: 


all, and ſuch as muſt be indured; & ir was the heavieſt burden asever - 
was, or could be layed on a creature; alſo it was at hand, he had fett © 


foote on its borders, & toucht the brime of that Sea into which he 
was to be plunged; it was nearer then theirs, for theirs was. but to 
follow on his : Now the preſence and approch in fight of fo great 
atrouble to ones ſelfe, how doth ir uſe to ingroſle an whole man, 
that he can mind no friends trouble elſe ; as the Diſciples were ſo 
overcome with their oWne lofle by Chriſt his departure from them , 


as-they could not mind him, and his trouble, not for.an houre; Yet | 


farther. 
G -3 


Thirdly - 
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And th 
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Thirdly, He was thus. taken up with trouble about their trouble, 
though he found ar preſent, much /»xein them, and offenſivenes to 
his ſpirit; and foreſaw that they would play falſe with him, and forſake 
him; and this contrariety ofdiſpoſion,& unkind dealing, ſo weakens 
mens affections in each other, as that they can ſcearſly continue love , 
mucileſſe ſuch love,as to be troubled for their troubles : Yet further, 

Fourthly, He was thus taken up wich their troubles, though he knew 
it was not long to the ending, and vaniſhing ef all theſe their eroubles, 
Namely by his reſarreftion ; which he beleeved fully, though they did 
not: Yet for ſo ſmall atime could not he behold them # rrouble, bur 
every veinc in hz heart was moved, and he moſt induſtciouſly applies 
himſelfe to remove, & prevent it , for the preſent; Thus alſo, for all 
other Beleevers, though he knowes the rule God goes by; That if 
Sorrow be in the Night, yet. Foy ſhall bein the Mornning; Yet is he troubled 

reatly with their preſcnt zro#bles, eyvenas one is with the leaſt, and 
Forteſ couch on the apple of his eye; Zach, 2. 3, 
REASONse . 
The Keaſox or Ground of all which tendernes of bowells towards 


-them; Is, from his Nature; For, he hath the fullnes of the Ged-head(all 


the divine Nature ) bodily; workingin an hamane Nature, and ſo asa 
man; Now the divine Natare, is Mercy &5 Love 1, John. 4.8. and all 
mercy iis but ſome dropps of that Natare; which being put forth in 
him, a Mas; inlargeth after mans manner, his bowels infinitly; So that 
he hath more bowels, then all Angels, whichyertworke in an humane 
way, to move & touch him asa Man: Heb. 4.15, with feeling as a 
man may have, thoughnot in an infirme way as it is with us; butas is 
copetible to a glorified nature:Now this hs Nature,is drawen forth to- 
wards beleevers;partly by hu Fathers love to them, He knowes how great- 
ly his Father loves them, and loves to have them loved, and therefore in 
obedience & love to his Father; Hegives vent to the whole ocean of 
Compaſſion that is id his Nature, to flow out upon them: John. 1 4. laſt. 
and that ſeemesto be the connexion obs 10. 1 5. / knowe the Father ; 
and lay doWne my life for the ſheepe, becauſe Iknowe it is his mind, I fo 
ſhould doe; for rhe original motive of Chrifts love ro Beleevers, is be- 
cavſc the Father ſo loved them ; they were his 7ohn. 17. 6. yea, & conti« 


.nue to be his, though given to Chriſt : Verſe. 9, And partly hi Office 65 


Relation to them , drawes hi bowels towards them; Me is a Brother, 
Head, Husband, Father, (all that may indeare, heis made to them) he 
him (as the former 

places 
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places ſhew ) be bath a propriety in them alſo; they are his oWwne, 
ohn.1z. 1, Yea,be © made one with them, in a ſtricter nearenes, then one 
 flech £5 bone, one ſpirit they are With hims 1, Cor,s, 17, therefore he can- 
not bur ſo love; even/eſfe- love begetts ovetorhem ; neare relations a- 
movg men, begetr affections, 
FinsT UsE. | 
For I«ſiruttion; Firlt, That God is moſt tender to Beleevers in all their 
Tronbles : For what Chriſt &,that very ſame God &, inaſmuch as he #5 his 
- expreſſe image Heb,t.z, The Character, and fo carrying a full expreſle 
of him : W hich Chrift £; notas the Second Perſon barely , for (o he is 
as inviſible as the Father, but as the Second Perſon incarnats; & though 
his incarnation fit him toexpreſle after our manner; God the clearer ro 
us ; yet it adds nothing to him beyond what is in God: In God is rhe 
ſawe degree of Love; whichisin Chri/t; butitis made evident zosin 
& by Chriſt; Yea, it was» Goa, before it was 1 Chriſt; For, he raiſed 
up Chrift, and filled him with tt, that he might convep thoſe Compaſſions to 
#5; and him ke charged to doc it in all therr affidtions : He whole Au- 


. Vſe.t. 
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gel of preſence (which is Chriſt ) ſaves; He is with thenms affiifted; and 


that is God the Father: [a.63.7.9. Therefore by all theevidences of 


Chrifts mfinite Compaſſions, aſſure your hearts,that God iſo, every whitt 
fo (though He be Great, High, Holy, 7uſt, Independent )and goe to him 


in your miſeryes &5 infirmitzes, with boldnes: For aſſurance of great 


mercifullnes, makes bold ro come, though it be a deſperate venture: 
Not onely, Chriſ?s mercifullnes, & mediation , ſhould bring us boldly 


to- God, as Heb,q, two laft verſes. But Chriſts mercifullnes, ſhould lo - 


convince us of Gods, as that upon Gods mercifullnes, we ſhould beare 
up, & iw9bolden: our (elves, though itis to flow to us, onely through 
and for Chriſt; ot elle we doe not enough honour God: In which 
way, I feate many Beleevers wrong God, forgetting his mercifulines , & 


looking on Chri/?, not onely as meriting & moving Gods mercy, bur as - 


onely having mercy, DG 
Second Inſtruftio, That all Beleevers(but eſpecially Church members 
& of them m29ſ# eſpecially Church Officers ) ſhould ſhew forth aboundant 
copaſſions in being moved With the troubles of others,even more then with 
rheic owne ; For clſe they ſhew not forth 7eſws Chriſt ; All Chriftians 
ate anointed with the ſame ſpirit : Therefore ſhould haye the ſame 


2, Beleevers 
ſhan!d be 
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Eſpecially 
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boWells, that Chriſt hath : And Church-members are not onely; one © 
Body, in aſpeciall reſpect; But they are Chrifts ina ſpeciall relation; | 


a new, and ſuperaddedrelation, by vertue of their perticular Church 


fellowſhipe - 
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fellowſhipe; and therefore they ſhonld more eſpecially reſemble 


ing; though 
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Chriſt: Hence that Exhortation, Col.3,12.,' Therefore ;- Becauſe Ferſ. 
10.11, ye have put on the neW man,after Chriſt Ec, Therefore, put on bow- 
el; of mercyes, & kindnes; Merxcyes , thatis the moſt mercifullnes, as 
can be; and take in kindnes alſo; and nor ſome afts, butthe very 
rootes,the bowels of theſe; and content not your ſelves of getting 
ſuch habits in your hearts; but put them on, asagarment; be ſcene in 
them ; Thus was allo Paxle, as a Church Officer, 2.Cor.2. 2, their 


ſorrow, ſo tookeup his heart, thathe could not be eaſed, till they 


were: And Chap.rt, 29.ifany Beleever (and nor onely ſome of his 
choifeſt) were weake , as being preſt with any burthen; he allo, for 
their ſakes became Weake a/o: Andifthey were hart, by any fall into 


 Sinne(fortharis ment in Scripture phrale, by being ſcandelized or of- 


fended) though he could not in this become like them, to be lo alſo; 
yet he was tortured With trouble of it: as if he were in the fire, & burnt; 
which is a very ſenſible paine: For therefore Church Officers ſhould 
thus reſemble Chriff, . becauſe in a ſpeciall manner they repreſent 
Chriſt; who is the great Officer & Miniſter under God, eſpecially whe 
he was on eatth ; Rom.r5, 8. Bur alas! where is this conformity to 
Chriſt, to be found ? Iam, (now I compare others with it)aſhamed, 
and amazed; /e/{-love, lo prevailes in us, that we have not azy com- 
paſſions to be treubled with the troubles of others , as if our oWae; as their 


autyis: Burl fay the merciful ſhall find mercy; and this drought of 


Compaſlion to others, will reſtraine though ir cannot dry up, Chrits 
ſprings of pirty to you. 

SzxconD Uss. 

For Exhortation, to all Beleevers, to tell their hearts in every trou- 
ble ; that Chriſt is more troubled then yeare : As ſometimes ye ſee a Mo- 
ther more toucht with the Childs 1lInes, then the Childis : Though 
ye ſce him not troubled, yet by Faith be aſſured x: is/9;and as be was 
at this time, in hz Diſciples troubles, ſo i he, E8 ever will hebe , in every 
Beleevers trouble ; Nor bath he left his ſeyſiblenes of our troubles, by his 
being glorified, for, ſince that, the Apoſtle ſaith of him He is net one that 


cannot be toucht with feeling: That is, He is roucht with feeling of our in- 


firmityes; in as much as he Was once tempted as we are ; and thoſe ime 
preſſions by his experience,remaine ſo that he is now touch with feel- 
cannot conceive how, yet knowitis ſo, for the Apo. 
faith it ; he feeles more then you; and z5 eaſed by your caſe, more then 


You (the head feeles moſt, inir is the ſceate of ſence, marethen in the 


members 


| 
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Members.that are touchr ) Thexefore, if it.comfort you tohave one 
ſuffer with you, though no member doeir; yerknow, that Chriſt 
your Head doth it, and cannot butbeas ready.tocaſe you,as you are to 
be caſed, ſo ſoone as itis fitt, | | 
Againe fromthe manner of Chyi/t; ſpeaking we ma y obſerve: - 
SECOND OBSERVATION. 
That although, fince Chriſt ts come , we { homld not oneh beleeve in 
God the Father, butin Chriſt; Tet , we ſhould wot ceaſe belee- 
ving in the Father , and doe it in the Sonne oneh, as it Was  for= 
merly done, onely in the Father; Butwe [ſhould continue onr faith 
inthe Father alſo, 
For he faith not, ceaſe your beleeving in the Father, and place it onely 
0: 20; Burt as ye doe beleeve in him, doc it alſoin me, but ceale notio doe 
 itin him; Therefore , in diverſe Scriptares , Faith is given to God the 
Father : Rom, 4+ 24+ Heb. 2.13, He'proves Chriſt a Brother verſe. 11. 
becauſe he trufts in God;that muſt be Godehe Father ; So,1.Pet.1.2.1, 6: 
I. fohn. 3. 21,Confidence towards God the Father; as the 2 2.23.ver.l\hew, 
REASON. "— FEY'S FRE 
The Reaſon is ; Becauſe , theugh God put the Promiſe into 
. Chriſt, and gave him them, yet he-reſerved them alſo in his oWne 
hands &- power; For God the Father did not onely promiſe Chriſt, and 
that Chrift ſhould doe every thing ; Bur He promiſed Chriſt, and 
promiſed that Ze by, & through Chri/t, & for Chriſt, would doe ſuch, 
and ſuch things: As that he would juſtifie them that beleewe; | Rom, Je 26, 
.Itis the Father that is juſt, in taking ſatisfattion from Chrift; and yet is 
the juſtifier of them that beleeve in Zeſns; So Rom,q, 54. Our Faith now 2 
ſince Chriſt, is made, ( in this reſpet ) the ſame with eAbrehams, even 
as he ,to beleeve 0n him, who 7uftifies the ungodly, not materially meri- 
rorioully, as Chriſt doth; bur jadiciaty, ro acquit in judgment; which 
is the Fathers worke: Forit was on the Father . promsfong this, in Iſaac: 
That e Abraham beleeved: Yerſe.z. And thisis. the ſamePerſon whois 
; ment Yer/e. 5, for that, it isa continued ſpeech; which is more plaine, 
Ti.3.6,7. Hethat ſhed Mercy on us, through Chriſt; juſtifies. us by 
. his Grace, through Chrift; and. this muſt be the Father; Alſo the Father 
. promiſed by Chref,to give the Spirit, who is therefore called the pro- 
; iſe of the Father” Afts.1. 4.and the progrelle, yea, & whole worke of 
. Saniiificatio, is givento the Father; fohn.1 5.12465 fudet. Not becauſe 
. he works ir immediately(foc ir.is more (ſpecially appropriated ro the 
; holy Gboit)bur becauſe he bath purpoſed andpromiled it; as Eph.1, 3, 
TunN - H Nor 
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Norby this beleeving in the Father ; doc | onelymeane, in general to 
beleeve in him : For ſo , Belreving being a dury ef the firſt Commad, 
and a natural Worſhip, it isa due of all the Thres perſons in common, 
as Godzand weare to beleeve in the Father , Sonne, & boly Ghoſt: Bur, 
the Three Perſons have pleaſed toſeleR, and more eſpecially , to ap- 
propriate to each of them; ( yet in the name, and forthe honour of a// 
three) ſome perticular Workes about Man even ſuch as more ſpe- 
cially ſuires with, ter diſtinf? £5 Perſonal opperations: 

Thus the Holy. Ghoſt ; hath more ſpecially appropriated ro him, the 
Worke of Revelation , Sanflification , Inhabitation , £5 (omfort: lnas 
mach, as theſe Workesare loweſt in Order, and neareſt to the Crea- 
rure ;zas He is loweſtin Order of the Per/ſoxs Divine, and (o neareſt to 
the Creature: Though yet, as He xs one God, equall with the other; So, 
thoſe his Workes, are as infinite ,& glorious, as any of the other, 

And the Father, & Soxne, have more ſpecially appropriated to 
them; The promiſing the good things which the holy Ghoſt reveales, £5 
Works ; Becauſc in Free-Grace; a Parpeſe & Promiſe, muſt goe before 
the revelation, & exhibition of them; As the Fathers Perſon, (5 the Soune, 
ate in Order of Subſtance, though not in Time, before the Perſon of 
the holy Ghoſt: Therefore, Iſay ; Promiſing is more ſpecially appropri- 
ated in Scriptrre, to the' Father & Sonne; And as Promiſing ; on their 
parts; So Beleeving,on oxy part; is more ſpecially appropriated in Scyip- 

tare tothem Two ; Tothe Father; becauſe,the Promiſes,are but expreſ- 
-fions, and oblipations of binoſelfe, co performe , his Purpoſes: In as 

much therefore} as: He;who is the Firſt Perſon of the Three; aſſumes 
ro himfelſe, the Parpoſing 'or Deerecing of all ; which is the Firſt roote 
and riſe ofevery thing; there isaficrnes, that He alſo ſhould aſſume 
ro Himſelfe; the promigng of them ; in as much, as they are his owne; the 
iffue & offpringe of bi ownegood wil. | 

And the Sowne, bring Heirero all his Fathers; Is alſo Heire ro His 
purpoſes &5 promiſes, and had chem all firſt made over to him (as ye 


heard before) and was appointed to purchaſe them for us; and fo 


. theyalſo are his owne;and He, with 'the Father, appropriate more 


ſpecially to chemſelves ourbeleeving in themgunto the performances ef 
the Promiſes : And the Father, though he made overall Promiſesto 
the Seyne,8 appointed him alſo, to parchaſe them; Yerhe putnorhim 
felfe, ure poth iden; though he pur 14s Sonneallo'in ,: with 46" bs 
er 


-and-gave hu Soune another proper title, bypurchale; Yetthe Fa; 


kept bs oWne tale to the Promiſes, and lo to onr beleeving m FBhm,, as 
: well 
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well as inthe Sonwue: Which, is intimated in this; that heagetaines in 
his owne hands that Promiſe of making Chrifts ennimyes his footeſtoole, 
Pſal. 110, 1 Which conteines in italſo, the conſummation of a4 Pro« 
miſesto Beleevers, both of 7u/tification , E5 Sanitification , 5 Reſurreftion 
from Death: 1.Cor.t5. 25426, which Godthe Father aſſumes to Himſelfe 
though yet he executes, & performes it, by Chriſt, (as ye heard before) 
Therefore Chriſt himſelfe { chough he & ar Gods right hand) truſts in 
God: Heb,10,12.13. and lo muſt all Beleevers, 

But it may be askt; What difference s there , tWixt our beleeving m the 
Father, & inthe Sonne? lanfwer in Fourc Things. 

Firſt, or Beleewving is in the Father, as in the original Author, and an- 
dertaker, for our good, who ſent, and gave Chriſt for us ; E5 raiſed him up 


from the dead; and therefore Rom.4. 24. our Faiths ſo placed on him; 


But oxy beleeving is on the Sonneas the Perſon appointed by rhe Father, 
to convey all good to us;70hn.6,27,29,10 Math.12.18.to 22. He is 
beleeved in. as Gods Servant, fitted to the worke; as the meritorious 
and working Meanes, ofall our good; as the bread of Life, fohn. 6. 35, 
therefore the proving him to be the Chriſt, helpr them to beleeve; 
eAFts.18.:7.28,becaulethey beleeved iz him,as the Meanes or Inſtru- 
ment anointed, & fitted by God, to Save : Henceit followes. 
Secondly, Our beleeving in God the Father, is more mediate, E5 re- 
mote; it is through & becauſe of Chriſt : 1. Pet, 1. 21. By Chriſt we be- 
leevern God: That is not onely by Chriſt, as the Efficient working 
Faith: But as the CAſeanes through Whopre, we come to beleeve in the 
Father: For ſo, the greeke word &f &vrs aswell {ignifies the In/fru- 
ment by which ,as the Efficient ; The Efficient 1. Cor. 1.9. And the 
Inſtrument Afts 2, 21.10 1.Cor.8,6, Eph.2.18, For, when God (that is 
the Fatker ) is oppoled tobim; Ze then is taken as the [»ſframent of 
God : For as God choſe usin Chriſt ; and adopts ws by Chriſt Eph. 1. 4.5. 
So he brings us to beleeve in Him through Chriſt: The diſtance is fo 
great twixt God & us ,that we cannot immediately truſt in God; but 
now our Faith in Chriſt, is immediately in Him: And therefore our 
cloſling is cloſſer,& more immediate with Chr:/ts Perſonby Faith,then 
it is with the Fathers Perſon: Ve by Fatth, cloſe with the Pathers Perſort 
as with a Father by marriage; But with the Soxnes Perſon, as with an huſ- 
bad with Whome we joyne immediately;and therefore we beleevein the 
Sonve, as ina Geft given tous ablers helpe us; 7ohn.4.10. and inthe 


Queſtion, 
Wharis the 
difterence 

twixt belee 
vine, inthe 
Father and 
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An/were 
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of gur good 


2» 


It is more 
med: ate» 


Father as the gever of it ; In the Sprne , as in the Mediator tint God = 


£5 noni. 2-5, And in the Father, as hethatis made ove with as, 
f H 2 through 
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through the Sorne; Therefore rhe Sonne is called Emmannell Math.t, 
2 3.not inreſpett of the Union of bis Natures: But becauſe , Godthe Fa 


ther, in him,is at one With ns, & on oxr fide, who elſe is not one with us;. 


Neither, as We once were Righteous by the Corenant of Workes, in that 
Fe is to much above us#» Hohxes, nor much leſſe , now we are ſinn- 
fall; & asa Ground of this. ; 
+ Thirdly, Webeleeve inthe Father onely, as a Divine Perſon; Butin the 
Irs in tie Sonne; as the Sonne of God E5 Man: Therefore Faith in Chrift, is givento 
Father, 2s 2 him, as Gods Soune ;7obn,z,18. Andas Mas, to his Blood: Romz.25, 


pirine Pt= Andthns is Faith on him to be pitchr as God- Man, for thus onely he 
doth the Workes we truſt in Hi»:for, to Merrir, Mediate &c. Hence, 
4. Feurthly, He being beleevedin , as leſſer then God, being God- Man, 


It reſts not: Faith reſts not him, but riſeth upto the Father, as itsntmoſt propp: 
in C\rit. John. 12, 44. Net in de; that is Not onely in Me; butrilerh upto 4 
upro the Father alſo: That ſo, as the Father is the Original of all Good promiſed 
Faihe. So Heſhould be the bottom of ozr Faith; in whichir is terminated; 


And t&Vhoſe Glory, it ſhall laſtly Worke : Eph.1, 1 2, C9 1.Pet.r. 21. , 


Uſe. UsE. | | £56 
wobertzo | For Exhortation to ſhun an Error in the Objeft of your faith + one 
ans, Error we. have before diſcovered: Namely, the not taking in the 


To thin a» Perſon of Chriſt, bat pitching onely on God & hs Promiſes:NowlIſhew 
Error». youanotberrs ſhun: Namely, when yeprrch your faith onely on Chrift; 
| and not alſo withhim, on Godthe Father:Many are ſo ignorant in this 
that they thinke, Godthe Father is not the Obje of our Faith now: 

—c life- But ye ſee itis otherwiſe: Wherefore give the Father alſo, with the 
rence rwixt Soune bis due of Belcevingin him: The difference twixt Jewes and Us, 
PL yes notin this that they had che Father, and we have the Sonne Iucar- 
Iceving, mate, totruſtin; Butin this , that they had onely the Father; and the 
Sonne but in a Promiſe; whereas we, have the Sonne attually come, and 

we have Fe Father alſo, to beleevein ; Sothat we havea double propp for our 
duble prop Fazth, and therefore ſhould have a double ſtrength 5 beleeving: It is 
ro our 1910» rue; that inzplicitly , we beleeve in the Father whilſt we doe it in the 
ſhould have Sayye as he that ſees the Sonne, ſees the Father , though he know it not; 
"ona becauſe They are one: fohn,14.g. Yet,till itis done explicitly. diſtinith, 
and knowingh,itis not ſo honourable to the Father, nor focomfortable 

to the Beleever; Its not ſohonourable to the Father, becauſe profeſſedly 

65 knowingly, ye give him not this his due of belreving in bins, which he 
challengeth : An unwilled reſpe&,' is not counted an honouring a 

Man; Nor is it, ſo comfortable ro us; for the knowing & aſing 

E510 - "2 wo 
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Two, muſt needs yeild more Comfort of Faith, then the knowing, 8 
uſing One only; God hath therefore, as by giving Two; His Word, 
& Oath: Heb.6. 17.18. So by giving Two ; His Sonne £5 Himſelfe : 2« 
boundantly provided forour ſecuritye, & comfort : And indeed; as 
in ſome reſpeQs; weare much helpt in oxr faith; by Chriſt being its 
Objett (as ye have heard )Soin ſome reſpets, are we much helpr, by 
| the Fathers being the Objett of our faith: Forin Him , we have the 
| Roote of all: our faith goes to the bottome, and in this, the deeper, the 
ſweeter, & the ſtronger ; For we truſt on Elefting Love, Free Grace, 
| Everlaſting Mercy ; that which, diſpoſeth of Chriſt, and his Riches to 
/ whomeir will, &in what meaſtires it will : CMath.20,23. And fo 
| thar Objetion is prevented, which may ariſe from their being one 
before Chri/, who in his Sovereignty orders Chriſt, and bis eMerrits 
| as he will : But ye have his Promiſes, Him faſt, to truſt in , as well 
as the Soxne : Yea, and ye ſhould be ſtronger in the Faith in the 
Father, then the Jewes were ( who onely beleeved in him) becauſe by 
Chriſt, ye have not the Father , more obſcured , but much more re- 
yealed then he ever was before. 


"'Tu1RDd OBSERVATION. 3. Obſer- 
T hat Beleevers are prone to finne 11 thoſe Aﬀettions, which be layy- Beleevers 

full; and in ſome ſence neceſſary. _— 
| As heere; Troxble for Chriſts Death, ?udas Sinne, and Their oWne A- —_ 


poſtacy,was ſo neceſſary; that they had ſimnedif they had not bine moved which be 
with it; and yetthey ſinned in being moved withir; asappeares, be- iu 
caule Chriſt forbid them the zroxble ; Heforbid ittothem : *And the 
Sinne was (asye have heard in the explication of the Words ) both 
in the ObjeF, fearing to much, even more then was to be feared : And 
| inthe Paſſion;to much being moved with what was truly apprehEded. | 
Use, | : Uſe. 
For I«formation to true Beleevers, Not onely to carethat their affec- Informas 
tions be ſet onright, &-laWfull things, but ts care that they exceed not inthe; tion. 
W hich, weare the pronerto, & more hard]y ſenſible of, becauſe the wot onely- 
; ſubſtance of rhe thing islawfull : avah Wasright in his defireto be foiid —_ 
j true in his ſayings, to Niniveh , becauſe he was a Prophet of God to Iſra- ons on law- 
A ell 2. Kings. 14.25. But this little rightnes in him, inthe maine; advan- ay 
| raged the fleſhin him, to much ſine againſt God, in running away ; not ts ex- 
| (thinking Gods CMercy would prevaile againſt that peremprorye 
| Meſſage of Ruineto Nimveh Jand againſt Man-kind;io wiſhing rather 
| the Rzine of (omany Thoxſands, then Hi Words ſhall ſceme to faile. 
| H 3 So 
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So Davids error, in his ſtrong affeions to Gods houſe, having ſome 
goodin it: As Salomon ſaith of it; 2: Cren,6. 8. made him err ,in at- 
rempting a part of Gods worshipe withoura warrant, for which Godre- 

roves him, 2.Sa7,7, 5.6.7.yea, and Nathawallo the Prophet; not be- 
ing infalliblyaſliſted, was alſo miſled in jugdment wverſ. 3, Where- 
fore the better the thing is in it lelfe; the more circumſpe& ye muſt 
be, that yc errnetaboutir: Surely the Dsſceples thought they could 
not errin being troubled about theſe things, Chrifts death , their owne 
Stents, ſudas treaſon, E5c. The Poet obſerved licitts perimns omnes. thar 
in things lawfull, lay our moſt dangerous ſnares;ler us therefore looke 
ro our ſelves,that we exceed not, unto ſmre;in fuch love, greife, feare, 

pleaſure; asin a degree, and ſome kind, are lawfull & neceſſary, 

4, Obſer=- FounRTH OBSERVATION» 


Beleevers, That Beleevers hearts , are prone to be to much, (8 ſinnfully troubled, 
Cha moch with the approch of Affiitions. 


troubled, Jt was lofles, & rentarions which the Diſciples perceived comming 

of faiai- Which caſt them into this diſtemper, ofwkich Chriſt labors to cure 

mou them: This induſtriouſnes of Chrif,to remove & preventrheir Trox-= 

. ble; not onely argues, His (ompaſſions rowards them ( as bath bine ob+ 

ſerved) butallo., their aptnes to be oppre/t with rrouble: Hence the 

Scriptures ſo abound with Inconragements againlt Trouble, and Exhor- 

tations not to be diſmayed with them ; and our experience of our 

Reaſons ſelves, & others, doth aboundantly ſhew,how prone we are to be 
| * diſmayed with Troubles. 
= FirsT REASON» 

NY Becauſe Troxble, doe ſo exceedingly croſſe the workings & will 

workings of our fennfullſelfe- Love; which is all for Eaſe,Pleaſure,Lite &c. There- 


. offfelf . 
otfeitetov® fore denying our Selves; is put before the taking up our Crofle, 
2. SECOND REASON. 
Bec, They Becauſe Troubles, doe ſo:much cutt off, & eſtrange us from this 


norway I us preſent World: The delicacyes ofthis W orld;are baniſhr from us, by 
Worll, troubls: Therefore Chriſt, diſcribes Troubles; By hateing Father ; Bro- 
ther;diſpiſing Houſes, Lands&c. And other Trouble by Sicknes, Pains &+E. 

isexpreſt by being dead; and ſoallo, Perſecutions, for he meanes both; 

P/al.3 1.12. Now the Loeveof this World, is much in ourhearts; in 

3. That, chethingsof it ate ſencible, and ſuire ourappetites. 
Bec, They THIRD REASON. | | 
hs Becaaſe Trouble, are contrary to a good Principle of Nature; that 


inciple 18 leftin us(aswell as to the fore mentioned bad ones) viz, Thar deſire 
with in us, to preſerve 


4 
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topreſerve our ſelves, and ſotoavoideallevill; which was in Chyi/, 


and made him be afraid, & pray againſt his paſſion; profeſſing thar 
his 34, as Man, was againſt his Suffering A coafidered 
cheugh He ſubjected that his il, to Gods; and lo ſuned not: Bur our 


in themſelves, | 


Corruption getts ſtrength from this good Prexciple, to oppoſe Tronbles 


finnfully; and ſo Chrifts troubles at Afiittions , is diſtinguiſht from ours. 
FourRTH REASON. 

Becauſe Selfe-flattery, makes ws promiſe our ſelves , the contrary; 
Lutke.12,19,and carnal confidence with Atbeiſme; makes us build our 
reſt on the preſent good; as P/al. 30, 6. by which inexpe@ency of Evils, 
when they appeare, our Spirits are the more diſmayed , & being un- 
piepared ,are the weaker, to beare, 

FaisTr Usn FN | 

: For Exhortation to Beleevers, To fore-think 5 take more pains a- 
bour fitting your ſelves for Trouble: Even Belee vers doe ro much par 
of the evill Day; and doe notlet the Words foreihewing Troubles , and 
preparing for Troxble, doe as Luke. 9. 44. Which either re (pets rrou- 
bles fore told verſ.22, or the things which might firtro beare Trowbles, 
as that miracle verſ.43. But Belcevers doe ſodreame of proſperity, and 
are ſo nnapr to ſuffer; that they ſhun to fore-think it ſeriouſly ; as 
the Apoſtles did theſe Troubles, by Chriſts Paſſion, or elle they had bine 
fore-warned,& armed. But /ob did otherwiſe 7ob 3. 25,26, he feared 
afore; Therefore he ſo well indured fob. 1, 22.till it grew incxpreſſi- 
ble : It confirmes your hearts in well doing; whilſt ye fore-think 


4. 
Bec. Selfe- 
flatrery pro=-. 
miſe the 
contrary, 


V/e, . 
Exhborta= - 
tion. 

To take 
paines,to be . 


fitred for 
Troubles. . 


Troubles; Afts,1 4. 22.and rhey come never the ſooner, but the eaſier, . 
for your fore-thinking ,and preparing; Nor necd they bitter, but 
onely —_ from furfering en your preſent ſweete : So onely is 


that menr.70b.3. 25.26.and implicsthaticis an Argument why Evill 
ſhould not come when it is fore-feared: And they keepe away never 
the longer, nor fall on, the lefle, for your not expeRing them ; bur 
haſten, and ſeaze more heavily: Ir is a ſhame for Beleevers to be 
coucht with that zro#ble, they before feared not ; ſince the Scripture 


gives them ſuch warning; anditis made the Lot of the Wicked, to 


have Calamityes ſuddenly & unlookt for. 

Secondly, To exhort Beleevers, when Troxbles come,to looke out for 
belpe to beare,fearing 8&watchipg againſt their owne weakues:To ſuffer;is 
ngift;nor onely carrying favour, but new ſuperadded firength; anda 
Gift ſaperadded to Faith; Phil. 1.1laſt. thongh in it ſelfe, nor better 
then Facth , yet that which Farch-helps not to; except aſliſted wich 

freſh 
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no Grenght, or trom company to company, over taking the former, 
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freſh ſupply : Sufferings, are Chriſts baptiſme Math.10. 23, and muſt 


have hx preſence: Itis Chriſts Life, to bearethew, and come ont of thens 
2,Cor.4.10.11, As it is Chrifts Death, to be under them; Wherefore, ye 


mult have he/pe from Him: Even the ſmal ſufferings by faſtings &5 monry= 


ning; was to much for the Deſciples at firſt; as neW Wine 5s for old bottles, 
or new cloth & for old Math, 9.16.17, Any denying Nature,.is a 
ſtrong worke ; The Dsſciple could not beare Trowble, till the hoh- 
Ghoſt came on them: Therefore Chriſt , preſerved them from all; 8& 
God gave them to Him, te be ſaved from Troubles ( which would 
have loſt them ) aſwell, as from Sinnes; ſo longas He was with them 
and the holy Ghoſt, nor yet come on them; which is mentin part,by 
that /ob1.17,12, compared with 18.9, 
FitT OBSERVAT! ON, 
T hat Beleevers ſhould renew, 05 increaſe their Faith , when Troubks 
ape aſſayle them. Ty | 
The Dsſciples beingin Trouble are exhorted by Chrift, to Beleeve; 
That is, to renew their Faith, 8 ta make progreſſein tt; that muſt be its 


meaning, for they had already beleeved in Hins , as well as in God ; and 


yet he now exhorts them to doecit;that is to renew, & increaſe ic - 
Faith is as aſbeild, which though we have t by us, yetif we doe not 
take it up>it ſecures us not; Therefore Eph.6,16, raking theſheild of all; 
itis Locke in the preſent tenſe to ſhew our continued a of Faith on 
every occaſion; ard above all; that is, above all the peices of «mar , ra= 


ther & better, not exerciſe, any then not this; ifa man ule bisſheild 


though he ſhould nor uſe his helmet, or breſtplate,he may be ſafe;The 
7uſt le by Faith Habac.1, 4.itis ſpooke of ty mes of tryall,evenas that 
whereby we live muſt be continually renewed, as our breathing, our 
eating &c, ſo muſt o#r Faith be renewed in all troubles, Therefore we 
find David, &5 Paule, in their troubles,ſtill exerciling, and putring forth 


their faith; they not onely had ic bur they uſed it at thattime; which 


whe David did not he was neare a fall Pſal.73.2.8 had the Diſciplesat 
this time. reneWed their faith ix Chriſt, they had not bine ſo rroubled; 
When Perer brought Fauh with him, it bore him up upon the Sea, & 
when he o_ to linke,it was becauſe his faith firſt ſunche Math, 14. 
28.t0 32. Of bttle Faith ; That is, ſo little, as that it now worksnor; 
For ſoit is ment, asappeares by comparing Marh.S. 2 6. with Marg. 
40. So alſo you muſt zxcreaſe your faith; It is called Faith to Faith Rom, 
1. 17. or from Faith unto Faith as Plal.84. 7. they goe out of ftrength, 


as in 
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doe their Fortifications, when the Enemye approcheth:More;frength 
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as inajourny; So muſt ye growe _ ofa leſtunto 2 greater degree 


ef Faith; Not onely upon new & farther Revealations, to have more 
Faith, Burwhen the ſame ObjeRs onely are before you, yer to grow 
ſtrongeria the Arof Faith, and tharnort onely inthe Kighreowſnes of 
Chrift, to 7uſtification: as it is Gal.3,11, ment by the e4poſtle; Bur 
alſo, inthe Perſon of Chriſt, and his Priviledges & Promiſes , unto the 
bearing up under «/troubla; Wherefore the Apoſtle, reters this living 
by Faith which implies 4 Progreſſe (as we ſhall ſhew by & by )unto 
A ffuftions Heb. 10. 38.( asitis ment cheifly in the Prophet, whence 
he quotesir) as well as, he doth there, unto 7/tification : And this 
Progreſſe in faith, proved by that ſaying, ( the Juſt ſhall live by faith ) 
becauſe what welive by, muſt haye a continuance & progrelle, if we 
grow up that muſt continue & grow up: Therefore, 2.Theſ;1.11. 
he prayes for the fullfilling the Worke of faith; It is therefore to be labore 
ed, thatitſhould be filled up, & added to, more & more; and by 
this meanes, is all the good pleaſure of Godrgoodyer fullflledin us , and 
without the. filling up of Faxh, it cannot - filled up in us: Thar 
though there is inexpreſſible Freexes in God ( which to expreſle, he 
calls it good Pleaſure, (5 Geodnes ) Yetitis notfulfilledin us, bur by the 
fulfilling of faith in #5. So eats 
S Fe | | 
For Exhortatio to Beleevers, Not toreſt in having faith; But keepe 
this ſound in your cares ; Beleeve i» God; Beleeve 5 Chri/t; uſe, and 
renew your Faith, exerciſe it; elſe Chriff will count ye to have »o 
Faith, Marke.q. 40, Itis the lame, notto have, and notrouſe; 
And it is a ſigne yorr faith is litle, if it worke nor, asitis cleare by come 
pating Math, 8. 26, with ark.4+ 40, Alſo —_— your faith ; by 
cvery Revealation, of Gods Righteouſne ( as Chriſt, and His Righteonſne, 
are more clcarely made knowne) our Faith unto (omfort , and Boldnes 
ſhould {creaſe ; Roms, t 17. By that clearer Pre nk 
ſhould their Faith goe on from degree to degrees highey ; Heb,10 19. to 
24+. So, by every Sealing Ordinance; and Token of Favorr; our Faith 
ſhould lzcreaſe; unto Aſſurance; ſudge,13,23. 2;(Fon 30. 21.23.26, 
And ſo by every Trjal, and. Affiition, our Faith ſhould growe; in that 
itis tried; lam.,1.3. and Increaſetb other.Gracs; Thetefoie it Selfe Firſt 


Increaſeth. | | 
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. . And we ſhould Laborto Jucreaſe it; Becauſe,, when ever Tronbles - 
aſlayle us; aur. FirftWorke ſhould'be,ro Increaſe our Faith; As they 
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is#equired, when Troubles aflaulr, andall our ſtrength is in Beleeving; 
Iſs: 30-15-a quiet waytingon God; which, therefore muſt be increa(- 
ed: Therefore,the Aflittions & Growth of their Faith are conjoined; 
2.Theſ.1.3.4. Thereforetbe Dsſciples, being rould whar offences they 
maſt meete with, and forgeve svjuris to their Brethren ; they pray for in- 
creaſe of Faith, Luke.17.1.to 6, Becaule Faith, is to be Increaſed, 
whenever weenter Tryalls, & Troubles: Yea, anduſually the lat- 
ter Troubles, are ſtrongeſt, as ſuppoling more ſtrength, ( as Davids 
Were , by his Sirne of Adultery & Murder , & Numbring the People, 2nd 
the Panniſhments thereof, which were his laſt, & greateſt: ) Therefore 
Faith had need be [ncreaſea, which onely beares them. 

This Exhortation, L will onely preſſe in the Apoftles Words: Jude. 
20,21, Beloved, building up your ſelves on your moſt holy faith, praying in 
the holy Ghoſt ; keepe your ſelves in. the love of God, looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Chriſt , to Eternall Life: The Apoſile having provoktthem to 
contend for the Fa:th againſt baſe oppolits : whome he diſcribes, from 
Ferſe.t.to 17, andexhorts themnorto be diſcouraged or turned our 


_ of the way,by all their bafe courſes Yerſt 7.1 8. whome he againe ſets 


fotth in their ougly colours ; asa mecanes to helpe Beleevers to doe 
this duty, inwithttanding : He exhorts them to proreed in the. Worke 
of their Faich; and ſairhthat their Faith is their Foundation (for that on 
which we build up is the Foundation ) Chri/t is called the Foundation, 
1.Coy. 3.11.and ſoare the Prophets, & eApoſiles, Eph.2. 20, and heere 
Faith, is alſo fo called; and nothing elle chatIcan find, is ſo dignified: 


. Chriſt, isthe Original, £5 Principal Foundation of us; Yea, the onely 


Foundation, Prapetly, & Striktly; as the 4polefaith; none other then 
He,can be; But the Apoſtles £5 Prophets, are remotely, aud miniſterially 
outwardly called the Foxzdation : Becauſe they firſt and onely re- 
vealed Chriſt; And Faithis the Foundation , but I»uſtrumentally alſo, 
yer much more neately, & intimately, then the Apoſtles, £5 Prophets , 
inthat Fauh, is the ermmediate bond £5 vnion of us unto Chriſt, the Forn- 
datian; (ol.%. 7. ſtablichtin the Faith yisa being rooted, and built up in 
him: So that all our Strengths in our Faith, Inſtruamentally, as in Chriſt, 
Originally;yer not conveyed from Chri/?,to Us, but through our Faith: 
Therefore, ift;we wauld bave atvy Progreſe. it muſt be by qur Faith, 
and as that goes forward the whole buiſding goes forward. 
_:/Nor onely at fir/7, doewebaildon our Fezth' but all the while (as 
not onely doe we at ft. batall che white build on Chrif) There- 
fore, of all things, our Faxh is of greateſt Conſequence, there is — 
| cr 


— 
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cher Beginning , nor Progreſſe , can be without it: And this Fazth is 
holy, yea,& moſt holy, ng Grace is like it , not onely in that, beyond all 
others, it empryes a man of himſelfe, and ſetts up God( which is to be 
holy) but alſo becaule it onely, of all Grace, gives Union, Ef (ommunio 
with Chri/t, asan Head ; in whome, & from him onely ,is bad full Holy- 
eas ye bave heard before) in that his Perſg is God, Therefore there is 
nothing ſo good,as Farthto labor about: which Labor upon ear Fazth, 
muſt be conſtant, and continued: Therefore he ſpeaksin the prefent 
renſe - ( building up) And a Progre/je in this Farth; will helpe us on t9 
every thing elle. 

We ſhall be ſtill able ro pray in the holy Ghoſe,for ſo much the conec- 
tion may implyc ( awwellas that Prayer helpes Faith as was before ob- 
ſerved)and this Praying,ſtregthneth againſt Troxble;therefore it is an- 
next,as that which gives uſe &efficacy ro the whole armour; Ep,6+1.3018, 

Alſo it will inable us, ro Keepe our ſelves in the Lowe of God ; for it 
is Beleevers duty to Keepe themſelves init; they may looſe, though nor 
the Everlaſting Love of God; yet that atiuall maneſeſtative delight of 

odin them,which arifeth from their obedience,as it did from Chr:/? 


| Foh.10.17.(whoyet was loved with another love, on an other groiid) 


and ſo, /ohn. 15. 10,0ut of which they way depart; But Progrefſe in 
Faith, helps them to keepe in this Zove, becauſe it keepes up theinflu- 
ence of Chri/ts ſtrength into them, 

Andirt alſo inables them unto a continuall Zooking for the Mercy 
of Chriſt unto eternall Life : which is a duty moſt profitable & cornely 
for Beleevers: And Faith growing up, inables to, becauſe ir maks 
thoſe things which cannot be ſeene, tobe more, & more reall, 8& evi- 
dent, and {o to draw in the mind toa continued fixtnes on them, and 
expeQation ofthem; as the clearer manefeſtations of glorious Ob- 
jects doth ; eſpecially when it is with an aſſurance of intereſt, & pro- 
priety therein; Now then, Fauhthus being, & Working, it muſt needs, 
greatly.helpe to rengthen againſt afſanlrs; For the more we are built 
up on the Foidation , the /tronger weare: And the more We keepe our 
ſelves in the Love of God, looking for the e Njercy of Eternall Life fro Chriſt: 
The much more.«ble ſhall we be to indare Trouble Therefore, be we 


perſwaded, «5 Trouble come, toexerciſe , and revew our Faith, 


S1xT OBSERVATION. | > Hi 1 | 
That now Chriſt is come, Beleevers ſhould cheifly uſe ſpiritual 65 hea- 
venly (onfiderations to ſtrengthen their Spirits again#t Trouble. 
Namely, fuch as ate taken from Geds Elefting Love ; Chriſt hus 
3 2 Worke 


Faith the 
moſt holy 
Grace, 


Growth in 
it, helIpes ro 
be ſtil) able 
to pray m 
the holy ' 
Chaſit. 


To keepe 
our {elves 
inthelove 
of God, 


To a con- 
tinuall look 
ing for the 
mercy of 


Chriſt, 


6. Obſer- 


Now Chrift 
is come to, 
uſe ſpAritual 
conhderetie 
ons toſtreg 


then againk”' 


Troubles, 


Reaſons. 
Is 


Bec. now is 
the {eaton 
cf theie 
Comtorts, 


| 2. 
Bec, the life 


0: Clizifti- bo 


68 Comfort for BrrleeveRs, 


Worke for us in Heaven; our Glory their to come(dc. For , Theſe Chrift 


ſerts heere before his Diſciples; not onely, as moſt properfor the. pre- 
ſent caſe in hand; but as now moſt comely & helpefull ro Beleevers in 
all Troubles; Indeed before Chriſts comming, the Conſolations were ſome 
outward Priviledges, orthe comming of the CMeſſias, or ſome general 
Promiſes of good things in this Goſpel; but now we find the epoſtler, 
in all their courſe , armeing & comforting the Spirits of Beleevers, by 
Theſe forenamed ſpiritual E5 heavenly, Conſolations. 
FinRsT REASON» . 

Becauſe, Now # the ſeaſon of theſe Comforts; former ages were 
not the ſeaſon, wherefore though they were ſeene in the bloſſome, & 
bud, and much deſired ; yet they might not be gathered, 1.Per.1. 
11.12, Wherefore , though they had ſome hints now and then , of 
them; Yet they were not ſo generally, nor ſo fully revealed, as 
0W they be: | 


The Revealation of the Glory, isthat which was reſerved to our age; 


as the text ſaith : The things reported to yon,aswell as the Glory: ſelfe Ep, 
3.5.9,10, For now Chriit # come, and hath made knowne hs Fathers 
boſome, E9 heart, and aſcended heaven, and opened it to us, fohn.z. \2.13+ 
He firſt preacht the Goſpel , in hisowne flech Heb,2, z. it was never be- 
fore revealed: ſome ſhadowes orhints of it, were before, but: elſe, 
in /s Clearnes 65 Glory never was Reg till He began it, £5 fince ; Ra- 
ther Promiſes of the Goſpel: then the Goſpel, was it which was before 
Chriſt : Rom.1.1,2, Forthe Goſpel iraplyes tidings of things done, and 
not-to be done, and this was onelybegun ro be in at, when Chriſt 
cameand preacht: 
| Therefore Marke.1.14.15, hepreacht the Goſpel: and ſaid the tyme 
z fullfiled: and becauſe in Chrifts Life,all was nor actually done;there 
fore he is faid but to begine ir; &the Apoſtles perfetted the Goſpel, for they 
reportedall ro be actually done : Sorhat this is the ſeaſon of its revea= 
latis. and ſo the tyme of the fruition E5 vifon of theſe heavely things Mar. 
1,15.fat hand; This therefore is their ſeaſos ; as former Ages were 
rhe ſeaſon of the Tipes & Promiſes of them ; Thele are the berrey 
things , reſerved for us of this laſt age of the World, Heb.11.39.40. 
Now every thing is moſt fitly uſed; in its ſeafon, it is moſt comely,, 
and moſt effeRuall then: There isa kind of abſurdityce in unſeaſon- 
ablenes, | ; 
SE COND REASON. 3 V83645 LHR» £48 | 
Becauſe, The life of Chriſtianity 151m theſe: Not onely as it is dil- 
v _  ringuiſhe 


—— 
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' tinguiſhr'from that Life which was in Innocency, through the Cove®- 
\ nant of W orkes, from which, this differs fpecificelly, and more then 
-the Sunne from a Candle, bath which though lighr and fire, yer 


greatly differs; 
Burt alſo, as ir is diſtinguſhrt from that Life by Faith, which was 


before Chriſt ; From which, this differs gradually, as Infancy, and 


Child-hood from Full age : Gal.4.1.:,3.4, Wherefore it obtaines 


.another Name, (as a Child is called a Man) and is called Chrifts- 
anity, which it neverwas before Chriſt: eAtts.11. 26, And its Name 


ſhewes its Nature: Itconſiſtsin fuch Rewealarions of Chriſt by Faith 
apprehended: As were notatall, in Innocency, nor in any ſuch mea» 
ſures, before Chrift came: Gall.3.2 3, 

The fight of Chrifts Glory, and our Union, & (ommunion With hu : 
This is the Chriſtian Life : By Fauh to ſee the T hings chat ave Inviſible ; 
Is the Life : Heb, 10.38. Live by Faith : Which Faith is difcribed 
Heb.11.1. Which though it allo reveale things which once by rea» 
{on might be ſeene ;as the Creation Yerſe.z. Yet, ic alſo( and that 
which it cheifly ajmes at; ) reveales what never was or could be 
lſeene in Innocency, by Reaſon: As Gods Elefting Love in Chrift , 
Heavens Glory, Our Perticipation of all Grace, &9 Glory from Chriſt, by 
Unrion with him: And on theſe Conſiderations to Love, Obey, be 
Patient &c. This is the Life of a Chriſtian ; 2. (orrinth. 3,18. Seeing by 
Faith &5 a Divine Revealation , Chrifts Glory , and be turned into it, 
is made the Summe of all Chriſtianity: Gal.1. 20. Chriſt lives in him ; 
And he lives by Faith in Him: So, Epheſ.t.17.18,19, Increaſe of Life 
is all put in the apprehenſtons by Fazth of Revealations of Chriſt , & the 

lory with him: and ſo Eph.z. 16,20, 
Now the Life of Chriſtianity , lying in this: The Conſolations fetcht 
hence - muſt needs be moſt effeftual, and moſt lively , and moſt 
roper-as humane Conſolations are moſt proper to a Man : Theſe 
þreed the beſt Spirits, in that they carry the beſ# Spirits with them; even 
the Life it Selfe. 
' uU 5 Ee | 
i: "Wherefore Beleevers , are to be Blamed, for not Uſmg; And 
to os Exhoried ro Uſe more, Theſe kind of Antidotes, and Cor- 
dials: + - | | | 
-  Theſcare the proper Philick of this Stare of the Goſpel; Chriſt hath 
come, and opened to us H:s Fathers Beſome, and ſhall not we ſtudy 
and beare up our ſelyes' by them? .. | "FIT 
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The Prophets who did bur fore ſee, & fore heare them, wete fo 
much taken wirh them , as that they exceedingly labored to proeints 
: = them 1,Pet.1, 10.11.TheWords are lzgnificant;enquired, ſcearcht; in- 
timating both grear deſire, and labor to find out ;, the one Word 
E:Cyryow: lignifing a ſeeking out by inquirye or pars » perf, uing by 
Queſtions, tull it is fully found out: And the other Word #ygduy ow, 
implying an exa@ ſeeking, as for hid things, untill one hath every hinee , 
or doite; 1.Cor.2 10, both which implye the #tmoſt exatines in ſeeking: 
And the Glory they ſought to find; isin the greeke Yerſ.t iolatter end,ex- 
 preſt in the plura/number; emphatically fhewing its rra»ſcendency;Yea, 
& the «Angels deſire to looke into theſe things Ferſ't 2.latter end DDgrve) 
by bowing dovne to prye in, an induſtrious, and moſt heedfull proeing al- 
ludeingas itis rhought to the Cherwbs about the Arke; who bowed or 
turned their Heads & Faces to the Arke, which ſignified Chriff: Now 
we have them ſpread open before us, Can.5.1. and (eldome caſt oureyes 
on them, to comfort us by them : I appeale, /» Gods Name before 
Theſe hea. YY/home we now arc,FVhoknowes all your courle ; When did you, ferch 
you Con- in Comforts againſts Yowr Feares, E5 Trouble, by revolving thele heaven- 
more gene Iy CH\ſpiritual Treaſures of Tours? But have ye nor ſtill, by ſome other 
rall;x more Way ſought to beare up your Spirits ? W hat ingratirude ? yea what 
Che folly, is this ? Theſe Heavenly (onſolatiins , are more General, & more 
fy Strong, Comforts then any , yecan rake in. 
d. More Firſt, They are wore General; For they conteine All Comforts, where- 
General, as other Conlolations, carry in them bat ſomeperticular Comfort; 
rene al and (erve againſt bur ſome perticular Affliction; Bur Theſe equally 
Conforts» heJpe againſt AU Trouble; and loare much berter; as the Paraſelian 
Phiſick, or that which mm & ſtrengthens whole Nature ; and re- 
pells all Weakenes, is beyond your other Phiſick , which topically 
is applied onely ro ſome perticular part , for ſome petrticular diſcaſe : 
And as They are more General; So, : 
2. More Secondly, They are more Strong Comforts, then any : though they 
| mp ag ſerve all rurnes, yet they doe comfort in everyperticular , much more 
inevery per ful & through , then others, which reach onely to the perticular ; As 
riculat. theLight & Heate ofthe Sunne; though it (ſerve every Creature in 
theWorld , yet ir better ſerves any perticular, then a Candle dorh 
Pſal.q. 7. The Light of Gods Conntenance, putts more Gladne in ; then 6- 
"Being im- boundence of any Worldly thing ; For theſe Comforts are Spiritual & Immor- 
$0 ral. t4,and ſoreachthe Spirit, as it is 5» ze ſelfe z other Comforts, onely re + 
ingehe Spi- freſhin ſucha caſe, and as the Spiritisin & by the Body jolie » 
T4 b uc 
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ſuch or fuch a ſtate, & indeed therefore never ſeak@ into the lotimiacy - 


of the Spirs, ſolidly to c6fort that;they ſprinckle Comforts abour the 


Heart, batnever pxt Gladnes into the Heart; there isnoe ſuiteablenes - 
ewixe them & rhe Soxle : Burt Theſe heavenly ſpiritual Comforts , ate . 


ſuited to the Spirit reachie tothe full ; therefore doe nioſt frongh re- 
freſhir. Alſo thele firituall Comforts, are ſo vaſt , & greate , that they 
take up & fill the Soxle ;all other Comforts are to ſmall for the Soles 
great Capacity; buttheſefillevery corner of the Heart: Alſo theſe Co- 
forts,doe preſent to the Soule ſuch great Glory & Happyneſſes,as hir owne; 
as that they greaten the Sole; For, ſuch as are the Objefs with which the 
Spirit converſeth , ſuch is the Spirie: Therefore Kings have bigh & great 
Spirits, becauſe they looke on great & ſingular things, as their owne, 
Wherefore the Sou/e looking on theſe heavenly Things, it rarſeth the Spi- 
rit,ſo that it becomesto bipg &5 highe, for troubles from below, to bring 
under; whereas all other Coforts being bur from rhings of the Earth, 
are below the Spirit, and may enfeeble& abaſeit, but cannot greaten 
or ſtrengthen ir: Yea, and theſe heavenly , ſpiritual Comforts, are the 


Filling the - 
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great Glo- 
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Comforts which ſpring from the cheifeſt Good; from the Perfeliion, End, 


Iſſue of all: Therefore are much Stronger then other Comforts, which *© 
are but the cefreſhment of the Way to our End, 
And as Theſe heavenly Comforts are more ſtrong : So they are more 


- Stremhen- 


Prengthning, & nouriching to the new Creature in us,then any other C6» 


inz & nou- 


ſolations; Theſe, ( as ye have heard) carry the very Life of Chriſtianity rilhing the 


in thews; and therefore muſt moſt of all revive £9 cherrich the Inner 
Man; Theſe ar firſt bred, therefore doe beft feede 5 nomrith, the new 
Creature; as was faid before in another caſe; ordinary phiſick , re- 
moves the cauſe of a diſeaſe,and fo the ſicknes;butno way repaires or 
ſtrengthens Nature,but the Paraſelan Phifick, cures by reparing and 


ww CIC4- 
cure, 


ſtrengrhning Nature: And ſo doe theſe Conſolations, helpe the Sowle a- 


gainſt Trenbles, by frengthning the Inner Man; The beſt Chriſtian may 
obſerve, that the vew Creatrein them, is never ſo much renewed, as 
by the meditarion on theſt heavenly CS ſfpiritwall Conſiderations, 
' Wherefore beſeech you reſolve it, andhold to it, to uſe more 
theſe kinds of Cordials when your Spirits droope in any Trouble: Why 
ſhould ye rather chooſe ro drinke downe the extradts of Earth, 
then of Heaven e of the Creature, then of God E5 Chriſf> Oh doe not 
ſo; burlabor ro know , & underſtand theſe kinds of Conſolations, and 
roacquaint your ſelves better with them, and ro make them more 

.familiar with your ſpirits; and to growe into more aſſured perſwaſis 
; of your 
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of your interftin them; Which that ye may doe, ye muſt beth eb- 
raine the boly Ghoſt, toreveale them to you { for he onely kyowes them, 
as 4 4: ſpirite, deth the things of aman: 1.Cor.2., 10.11, andye muſt uſe 
that Faith, whichis tbe evidence of things not ſeene : Heb.11, t. which 
Faith helpes your Soule, as the proſpeCtive glaſle helpes the eye, to ſee 
rheſe heavenly things, which elſe are ſo farr off, that the Soule cannot 
perceive them; and this aZof Faith , which makes theſe heavenly things 
evident to you,will draw in your Soule unto an appropriation, and appli 
cation of them. 

It is a miſtake to thinke, we may fee them by rrxe Faith, and not 
applye them to ourſelves; orthat we firſt applye them, and after that 
ſcethem; No, No, the evidencing of them by true faith ſpiritually, will 
draw in the Soule to apphe them; Every Man, 8 Creature on whome 
the Sunne ſhines, takes in the bleiſing of his influence, for his ſhare, 
as pertaining to him; The Apoſtle diſcribes that Fairh which apphes, 
& juſtifies , of which, he gives many inſtances, throughout the 1 1.Chap, 
ro the HebreWes; he diſcribes that very Faith, to be an evidence of theſe 
things ; Becauſe, where there is ſuch a ſeeing theſe things, the Heart is 
Drought to embrace, and apple them; therefore he joynes, the evidexc- 
ing theſe things, 8 hope togeather ; becauſe this evidencing them will 
bring forth hope: and Perſ.13. the ſeeing them, and the being perſwaded 


. of them , and embracing, or ſalutemg them as their owne; are conjoyned, 


for they ever goe togeat*ct ; vecauſe indeed); the boly Ghoſt never re = 
veales them fpiritually,and as they are, to any, bur co them,who have 
bine choſen re them, and ſhall havea propriety in them: Yea, it is 
the ſame Grace, of true holy Faith, that makes them evident,and ſheweg 
them to us; and thar applies thems to 7uſtification ; though it be a di- 
verſe a& of the ſame Grace of Faith : yet it is the ſame Grace; For, 
what Faith can the Apoſtle deſcribe Heb.,1t. r. butthat Faith of which 
he ſpeaks before Chap.10. 33. by which the 7u/# hve; and that which 
he exemplifies throughout the11,Chap, both which are 7uſftifieng Faith; 
Therefore it mult be; that the Faith which 7u/ts/es , £5 Santtifies; doth 


ſhew evidently fpirituall rhings to us, though by a ſeveral & diſtin 


a@ from that by which it 7uftifies: Therefore, being the ſame Grace; 
when it hath ſhewed us ſpiritual things, it will goe on- to drawus to 
apple thems to our ſelves, Wherefore , get , 8 exerciſe that att of Faith, 
which makes ye ſee evidently heavenly Things; and this will make ye 


| 900 them, and draW (amfort from ther. 


.Now in this Yorke; it is the Goſpel; which ſetts the Ohjefs , or the 
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heavenly Thingsbefore us: Then the holy Ghoſt his Worke; in convincing, 
or perſirading ofthe reallity of zhoſe Things to our Underflandings; ls as 
the Light which ſhines on 2heſe Objefts, and makes them viſible: And 
Faith ; by His (onvittionor Perſwaſion,is astheproſpeCive glafle, which 
inables our underſtandings, to perceive the reallity ofthem , which 
elſe it conld not: Wherefore with this Z:ghe of the holy Ghoſt, and 
this proſpeftive Glaſſe of Faith; with your Sprrits &- Underſtandings 
view in the Goſpel againe & againe, the Things of Heaven, & of Chrif; 
and thence terch Comfort in every Diftreſſe. 

Now tothe end, ye may be helptro doe thus: I ſhall in the fol- 
lowing Obſervations open to you divers Things about Heaver, and our 
Glory there ; which Chrift revealed ro His Diſciples, in this Text: By 
doing of which : I ſhall ſett the Things before you : Which are able 
aboundantly zo Comfort your Hearts, Burt they will be as gloriows fights 
in darkenes, ro them that cannot ſee ; except ye obtaine the holy 
Ghoſt, to ſhine on them, as the Sunne,, on Colours: And gett that Af 
of Faith, which is the Evidence of Things not ſcene, to lift up, orinable 

your Soules Eye, the Vuder/tanding,to looke on them ; Which Favour 
Ideſire the Lord to afford you: And (o Iproceed, 


Fe Diſcription of HE Aven, And the heavenly Condition of true 


BELEEVERS atthelaſt;:CunisrT Revealethin this TxxT: 

Thus. | 

 Fi1RsrT, It is Diſcribed by the Place it ſelfe ; Heaves, is an 
Houſe, ſo called in oppoſition toa Tent or Tabernacle, ro ſhew its 
Stability, and the Stability. of their State who live init: Wherefore, 
it is ſaid to have Fonndations Heb.11.g. more then one,many;andyer 
one gives Stability - And, 1.Pet.1. 4.Itis ſaid ro be Incorruptible, Une 
defiled,that fadeth not away: This Stability is for Ever, and withourall 
Change: As appeares both by the Time in which ir was Created; 
the Beginning: Gent, 1, Thatis, inthe Firſt ofall Time, and of all 
Creatures: Now all that God firf made , He made Immortall, as the 
eAngels, Chaos E5 theſe Heavens: Asnlfo, by the Manner of Gods 
making it, for he did notextraQt it our of otherthings, as he did all 
viſible things, in this World, he made & drew them out ofthe Chaos: 
But he'pur chem forth /mmedtrarelyfrom himſelfe, as he did the Chaos, 
the Angels, & Mans Soule: Now all-thar God Immediately puts forth, & 
makes of Nothing , is /»smorial: Whereas , all other things returne 
unto their firſt Principles. APTN G53 
K SECONDLY 


Reade the 
Epiſtle, 


; « " =. PO ITO 2 * 4, 


Houſe ſo called, Both becauſe He made it: Heb.1 1.16, Asallo, be- 
cauſe, Hedwelsinit; Thatis , init, he puts forth Hur cheifeft Glory, (as 
a Prince doth in his Pallace, where he dwels, much more then ina 
Tent, or other part of his Kingdome) So that ts Glory, muſt be as 
much above any ofthis Worldly kingdoms; As Gods utmoſt Power, 
Majeſty, Wiſedom, Riches, which he can pur forth, are above mans. 
THIRDLY. Itis Diſcribed, by [is ſpeciall Appropriation, to the 
Firſt Parſon in Trinity, the Father: It is God the Fathers Houſe; Both be< 
cauſe he madeit; For Creation being the firſt Worke done on the 
Creature , is ſpecially appropriated to the Firſt Perſon the Father; Allo, 
becauſe itis to be Hi - The Soxnes and holy Ghoſts being in this World 
and reſigned at the laſt day, that God the Father may be All in All; ( as 
Heis Firftin the Motions aboutthe Creature ) 1.Cor.15. 28. The £#- 
thers People; That is, the EleFare to dwell there, and Hs Love in Elee- 
1:08 to be ſhewed forth there : Thereforeit is called The Fathers, Math. 
13,43, though yet the Sonne & holy Ghoſt are included init. 
FouRTHLYy, Itis Diſcribed, by Its fpeciall Relation to Chriſt, 
though it be God the Fathers Houſe , yet He u Chriſts Father, andſ@ ic 
is Chrift bus Inheritance , and Beleevers Inheritance ; As 1,Pet, 1. 4. 
in that, They be One with Chriſt, Sonnes, 85 Heires; Inſomuch that 
theſe Diſciples, had they loved him as they ſhould, would be glad of 
his departure, ſince he went but to his Father; 7ohn.n4. 28. : 
FirrrTLy, Itis Diſcribed, by Its Capeablenes of Thens ,and lo of 
All Beleevers ( for He ſpeakes to thele Eleaven in the Namesof All as ye 
heard before) there are in it waxy Manſions : It were noe Com- 
fort, ro heare of its Excellency, if it could not receive us, though God 
dwel there , yet the Greature alſo may; For He is now Enmurnxel, 
God with Us: And many, nota few, (though Comparatively they 
be a Little Flocke Luther t, 32.) and many for ſome, not forall, and 
chat a ſettrnumber, forit is Prepared for Beleevers, Heb.,11.16. There+ 
fore for ſo many as ſhall beleeve, and for no more : Now thele their 
dwelling places are called e Mar/ionr, ro expreſſe theirabodeinrhem, 
they be Sonrnu with Chriff, and ſhall abide in that Howſe for Ever: 
Now the 77th of all this Deſcription of Heaven, is tatifiediby an 
Argument taken from Hinsſelfe ( If it Were not ſo IWenld have told you) 
He was their Freind, came from. Heaven to Reveale its Secrets., Hem the 
faithful 65 true Witnes,therefore could not, but deale truely wichrhe. 
Fucther, Heaven & Diſcribed in referrence to Beleevers ; By the 
Mean 


; SnconDLY, Ir is Deſcribedby hs Relation to Godly, It is Gods 


IL jJAAI 


eAbent their Sinn 0s Troxblu, T5 
Means of their acceſſe 65 enterance into it , which is Chriſt : Who 

Firſt , Prepares a Place for them their ; The Father prepara it : Math. 
25. 34. Both by a Free chooſing them toit, and their perticular Portion 
orPlace init, before the World began: Asalſo, by Creating it for theme 
from the Foundation oftheWorld: But Chriſt prepare it; By eriting, 6 
Bringing about their Fruition of it : Both by Removing Impediments: And 
Parchafing the Fathers Favonr, 

Now, Chrift prepares a Place; By Going; ( Igeeto prepare Place ) He 
came from Heaven to prepare 4 Place in Heaven; * His humiliats on 
And then He went from Earth; To prepare 4 Place :; Both by His dying 
To ſatisfie 7uſtice for Sinne; and toratifie the Promiſes:( Heb. 9.15. tothe 
end) And by Hu riſing from Death, inthat if He had bin held wn- 
der Death , He had nor bin quitt fram onr imputed guilt, nor could 
we have bin , norhad he lived to bringus to Heaner ; 1.(or.1 5. 14+ 
17. Romgq 25. & f-10. Heb.7. 25, Allo by his Aſcention, in that he 
thereby opened heaven doore , which was before ſhurHeb.g. 8, 12. 6s 


diſpenced gifts to gather the Ele, Eph.q.8.11.12, Alſoby his Seſſion at 


Gods right Hand; where he pleads his Meri, which is called his make= 
ing Interceion for us; Rom.8, 34-and thence ſends downe the holy 
oy; to doe all in us, that is requiſite to our meetenes for that place: 
And adminiſters the World for our good: And poſleſſerhthe Heaven 
in our Name, and avour Head & Roote: So that Chriſt asa Meritorions 
cauſe, an Exemplary cauſe, and an Efficient cauſe, prepares a Place in 
Heaven for Beleevers by bis going: And this is further. 
Secondly, Amplified by his Conſumation of this his Preparation: As 
be preparcs'a Place forthem; So hewill bring them into that Place: 
Which that he may doe, being now gone, he muſt come againe: 
Chriſt will come from Heaven, to fetch Beleevers untoHeaven; he will 
notſend for them, bur come forthem; which makes.their acceſle ro 
Heaves the more glorious,in thatthey ſhall befetcht thither by Chr:#7; 
Which is done, borh-in regard of Himſe/fe, that he may have the Glory 
ofjudging the World, both Beleevers, and Unbeleevers; Andin re- 
gard of them, becauſe they ate bi body & fpouſe; and he will comero 
them therefore ro marry them , and joyne them ro Himſelfe; this is ano- 


' therdiſcription of Heaven, by the manner of their Enterance into it, 


Even by Chriff hi glorious (omming from Heaven , to ferch them 
thither. | 
LAasTLY, Hefurther Amphlifierit, by a Diſcription of the bea- 
venly Place, by Its Communion With Hins ; They ſhall be cake to _ n 
K 3 to be 


7s—@  Comjert for BeLuzvans. 
to be eve with him, as theBody with the Head, the Spouſe with the 


Husband, and they ſhall be where hes; Thatis, in the ſame Place, 


State, & Condition ; Heavenly happines, is a being one with Chriſt, and in 
bis place, & ſtate; John.12,26. Thus theſe Words are a D/cription of 
Heaven andthe heavenly Condition of true Belcevers; Andſhewus, 
That Chriſt is the Way, Truth , 9 Life, as john. 4. 6. [ The Way, ] For 
by Him they come ,{[ The Truth, | Forifevery thinge Were not ſo , He 
would tell it; [ The Life, | Not onely as a Heritorious Cauſe; But as the 
Roore : Heavens Life, is in Him : (ol 3. 3:4. Abcing taken to Hime, 
and with Him, 
SEVENTH OBSERVATION, | 
That Beleevers Glory in Heaven, ts a FelloWrhipe in the Fathers Glory. 
It isa dwelling in hzs Houſe, and loa ſharing in that Ghry, which 
the Father Sieber ,ariling zo Himſelfe; There is great Queſtion a« 
baurt defires of Salvation ,and not Gods Glory; Bur the Truth is , Salva- 
tion is the Fruition of Gods Glory; a being in, and ſo pertaking of the 
. Glory of Gods houſe, as they ate pertakers of the Divine Nature, Se of 
Hu Glory; Thatis Their Salvation; Andit beingthe End of all things, 
itis the Fathers glory, whois the Beginning of all things, 
EicGaT OBSERVATION, 


That Gods Glory in Heaven which Beleevers pertake off ; Ia (Feated 


Glory: Or a Glory Which ariſeth from (Features to God, and had 
4 beginning. 

For itis the Glory which He hath, ſince he madehiman Houſe , and 
dwelt in a Place; And fo it is neerer tothe capacity of Creatures ; 
W hereas the Glory that is 5, and of Himſelfe, and Eternal; Is Incom- 
prebenſible, & Incommunicable. 

NinTH OBSERVATION. 
That Beleevers Glart in Heaven, [rin a (dmmunio 63 Vnio together; 

Many together, dwell in one Houle;[t isa being One,2s God's Chriſt 
are One; 7ohn,17.22, asthe Glory ef this Werld, and ſoof Mans 
body isin the union & compa of many parts together: Ic is alſo.a 

bring With Chrift, ( as is expreſt in the Text, and bath bin 
ſhewed before) Andirtis a being with God allo, 
As Johni17 21. One with Us,' 
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THE TABLE. 
| | HE Words are parte of Chrifts laſt Words, ſpoken to the Eleven 


Apoſtles. Page. Is 
The Occafion , or Ground, And fothe Coherence of the Words, 2. 
The Partes , whichare Two. | Ob) 


Firs T, The Duty charged by Chriſt, on H# beleeving Deſciples : That their 

hearts ſhould not be troubled, And what Trouble ® ment , what not, > 2, 3. 
D@crTRINE. 

That true Beleevers, how weake ſoever in Faith, ſhould not be oppreſt , or perplext 
in heart, by any thing whatever befalls them, Either in Sinne, or Affiiftons, 4 
REASONS. | | 

Firſt , Becauſe ſuch Trouble ariſeth from an Evil Roote and Cauſe, Viz. Igno- 
rance, or Vibeleife. 


Secondly, Becauſe ſuch Trouble hath Evif Efef i: Shewed in Sixe "IPL 


1, Iris Troubleſome ro Gods Heart. ibid. 

2, Ir Fruftrars Chrsfts-Worke, Inagreat part. 6. 

2, Ir Unfitts them for their Chriſtian Service; Which is to eate the 

Holy Things, and keepe a Contmuall Feaſt, i ibid, 

4. Irbrings a Conſumprion upon their Spirieuall Strength, - 

F. Ir Caſts an Evill Report on God. | ' ibsh. 

6. Ir Gives great Occafion to Corruption , and the Divell.. . 7. 
UsSEs. | 

Firſt, For Information, To them thatjugde the way of Beleeving a ſad way, 

Shewing it is the onely Way of Joy and Quiettnes, ibid. 

Secondly , For Exhortation To Beleevers , Nor to be perplext with Sinne or 

Sorrows I 


Trxr S2cond Partofthe Text, 
IstheM = a N x s, To fence Beleevers hearts againſt Trouble : Which are partly 


Implied, and partly Expreſſed. 9. 
Fizxs TMEANEs Implied, Is that Beleevers put themſelyes under the Come 


mand, x 262, 
Sz cond ME ane sImplicd,Isthat Beleevers gather up and preſent to their 
judgments Grounds of Comforts, ſtronger then them of Trouble, ' 20; 


Triad MEtanrs Expreſſed, Is to beleeve in Chriſt, as. in-God; both which 
explained, _ >> II,12 
Faith m Coup gives the ſtrongeſt Grounds of Comfort ; For divers Reaſons. 1 Jo 
Firſt , Becauſe ir gives moreBoldnes cowards God ; Upon Sixe Grounds. ibid, 
x. Ir preſents chem nearer to God ; Being made one with Chriſt Gods na- 
rurall Sonne. dai | _. 

2,. Ir:preſems God nearer to them © For it ſhewes them God in their 
owne Nature, zbid, 

3- By irthere is hold layed on Gods Inſtice, As well as on kis Mercy, 14> 


4, By it there is an accefſe with boldnes to Gods Holines ; explained; 15 
5, By it rheir is raiſed unlimited TR from God, © 16. 
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Tus Tunis. 
6. By it there is ſett up a Mediator, berweene God &@ F, I6, 
Second Reaſon, Becauſe Faith5n Ebriſt , unites the Soule immediately to Chri 


the Spring & Founrtaine of A? Comfort ; This explained, . 17418, 
Chriſt the immediate Fountaine of Af Hoy ; In TwoReſpedts. \ 19, 
I. Becauſeall Promiſes are in him onely. | *bsd, 
I, In _ po zbid, 

2. Eternall, 363d 
Is Hows l 3. Having their Efficaſye. ibid, 
4. Exhibited ro Us. 3bid, 


: 26 Becauſe Chriſt is the Recepracle , of that Toy ; Which is Communicable 

from God, to the Creature. KS | 20, 

Third Reaſon , Becauſe Faith in Chriſt brings the holy Ghoſt into the Heare, 21, 
Direttions how to uſe 5 improue Faith to helpe againſt Trouble, 


Firſt ſerr before you the ObjeRs of Faith, Chraft & the Promiſes. 22. 
Secondly uſe Reaſon & D5ſcourſe thereon ; By way of Sillogiſme, 23.24. 
T wo Canſions, about this. | 
Firſt let irnor be a Tranſient Act ; Bur dwell on :8. 25, 
"Secondly truſt nor in your Selves ; Bur knowe. zbid, 

I, Thar ye muſt havea fresh inflaence from the Spiriz & his Aſſiſtance, ibid, 

2. And thar onely, ashe is Chriſts Spire. 26. 

3. Andthathedothit, as ye are members of Chriſt. 3:34, 

4. Therefore looke up ro he bely Ghoſt. 27. 

Third Dire&ion.s GztiFash.to be Evslens. | i:11, 
For Which. 

'F, Labourto know the A& of Faith, what it fs, 3bid. 


'2. Labour to ſee if you have pur 5e forth : By Its Selfe, By Its Fruites.ibid, 
3, Labour forthe helpe of the Spirit,who onely can reveale it, 28, 

4, Labour unto a{ Obedience, and thatour of Love ro Chriſt : This carries 
much Evidence & Comfort : For the clearing of which The 2. Per. I. 

F. to I2. expounded. by 29. 
Founrrnu MEaANEs, Is Conteined , In the 2.3.4, Verſes. An unfolding 
' the true Grounds of Chriſts departure;In aParaphraſeupon the Words. 30.31, 


"Which is a Meanes to helpe in all Troubles ; For inall Troubles , either by 


- Sinne, or Affliction, are Grounds of Comfort if found out , prooved by the 
I.Cor. 10.13. expounded :; And divers Inſtances. , ./ - ..  ':32433-34:3F. 
The Reaſon, whence all Sinnes, and Afflictions;, tends to. Beleevers good ; Ts 
from their Rice & Roore : Which is foure- fold. 36, 
Firs r, All Sinmmes, & Afﬀii4:ons , comes from God; Yet, he not defiled or 
dishonoured thereby : Where is an Error , of Gods not being ( in ſome 
ſence )rhe Author ofSinne canfutel. | ibid, 
Thar caſe of Joſephs Brethren ſelling him ; And 2.$S49.24. 1. explained. 37, 
' Argnments to prove that Sinne, 4s well as Affiition, comes from God. 
Firſt, Gods W:11s the Wombe, that conceived & whence ſprings every worke 
of the Creature. ' 33, 
Secondly, The greateſt Good comes by Sinne ; Either in Gods Glory , or the 
Creatures Happines ; Declared by Gods Attributes, T wn 
; .QTGLy 


» 
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Tax T4318. 
irdly, It is as Incongrnovs to make God have a Handin Aﬀi:Aion 22 in Simne: 
Thy , a difturbance to pure Nature ; Affiif5ons are againtt Gods Hears ; Yer 
is granted He is the Azebor of them ; Then why not of Sinne: See what Sinnes 
are in reſpe& of God, harte him nor, bur He is better ( as by a foyle ) 
fettoff, I | 39. 40» 
Fee doth eclipſe Gods manefeſtative Glory, that ſhould ariſe from the Creature; 
yer not His Eſſential Bleſſednes. - "Sh 
> In what Reſpefls God wills not, nor is the Anthor of Sinne, 
| As it comes from an Evill Roote. z3bid. 
Not As it is effected by Evill Meanes. | | 42. 43. 
As it bath Evill Ends, In theſe Reſpedts Satan, and our owne Hearts,ibid, 
In what Reſpefts God Wills, andis the Author of Sinne. 


From Good Principles, 44+ 
As 7 By Good Meanes. :b1d, 
Having Good Ends. itid, 
= And thus it is moſt Congruous for God to be Tes Author. 3bids 
God is more in Beleevers Sinnes & Sorrowes, then rhemſelyes ; ſhewed by 
Foure Arguments, Toy | 4Ffo 
SzconD Rice, All their Sinnes & AfiiRions come from God on them, 
by a Decree Powerful, bids 
. Txinxd Rics, Theyall come from God on them , by an Everlaſting De- 
i |» cree of Eternall Love. 46. . 
| FourxTtrxRics, They allcome from Ged on them, through a Covenans | 
of Grace, made with them. ES cl 476 
By Adlions & Sinnes, God nurtures & firs his People for Service , and - 5 
cavern ; Aso . . 
1. They trye their Faith in Gods Mercy, Inſts;e ; In Chrifts Blood ; Gods 
Vchangeablenes , & the Promiſes. zbid, 
« 2. They tend toa haryeft of future Toye, which Gods People have heere , and 
more heereafter. 


- add es 490 
3. Godis thereby made more manefeft ro them in Al bis Attributes : Which 
doth greatly nurture them. | 50. 
P Temprations by Sinnes, orAffiiJsons, are matter of great Joye ; ſhewed by 
explaining Iames,1.2.to 12. : Fs 
The Cloſe of the Words, as an Exhortation & Meanes g_ Trouble f2. 
The Words confidered abſolutely ; And ſo many Rich Truths deduced, and 
Heavenly Obſervations raiſed, LE ODER - 
> FinsrT OBsERvaTlioON. £ a 
That Chriſt hath extraordinary tender Bowels towards all Beleevers in- 
Trouble 8 TE ibid * 
Demonſtrated in Foure Perticulars, — _. 
x, Heconld nor beare ,their "Trouble, bur is greatly eroubled abour ir., . 51d. 
2. And this was, when he was entering on lns ewne greate Troub/e.,. which: 
aſerh rodrinke up all in men, Wn FX Yo Sick | 
3. And that though he found much Sinne in chem, $4. 
4: And that he knew it $hould not be hays 6 ibid. 
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Ir is from His Nature. Hy. 02% 94- | 
. Us ns; 

Firft, For Inflru8:on, 2. That God 5s weſt tender to Beleaviye in Troubles. FF, 
_ '2+ Thar Beleevers should be Compaſſi onate, g{pecially Church Officers. i 
Secondly; For Exhoreation, To gettalſured of Chrifts tendernes, rowards them 

4n Al therr Troubles. 56. 

SECOND OBSERVATION: | x 
That as we muſt beleeve in Chriſft:So we muſt cotinue our es inthe Father,57, 

E A SON. 
| Becauſe, Though God put the. Promiſes into Chriſt , and _ him them 5.yet he 
reſerved them alſo in his owne bands. FL. 
Nueftion, What the difference is, twixt Belceving in the Father, &the Sonne?59, 
Anſwered , In Foure Things #brd, 


Uss. 
For Information, To $hunn an Error, of pirching-our Faith onely on Chriſt © & 


not with him on the Father, .60, 
TuinDd OnsErvatlon,* 
That Beleevers are prone to ſinne in | theſe AﬀeRions which be lawful, & in ſome 
| {ncamrear. Cl. 
Us 
For 3! HOME Not nance Care to =_ our : ME on lawfull things ; Bur 


, facare not to exceed. | bj ry 
Fourrtn OszsER VATION; 


That Beleevers hearts are prone to beramuch , & Jnxfully proubled, with the 


Approach of Aﬀiions. - 62, 


REASONS: 
Firſt, Becauſe Troubles doe eroſſe the workings, of our we full ſelfe-Love, rr 


Secondly , Bec. Troubles, dae eſtrange vs from this Forl 
Thirdly, Bec. Troubles, are contrary to a good principle within us. Sbid; 
Ys 


we Bec. Selfe flaztery, promiſe the Contrary. _ 163. 
S Bo 


For Exhortation, 1. To take paines, about fitting our felons for. Troubles, ;bid;; 
n Troubles, ro looke out for helpe ro beare. \ thid, 


Frex O-25E3vArion, 
That Beleevers chould renew & mereaſe Faith, when Troubles doth aſa ye. "Go 


Ps. 4 MO To Renew, Cates, and Exerciſe Faith. 65.66. 


S1ixr OnSEBRVATION 
Now Chriſt is comt, to uſe ſpiriual Conſideratiss to ftrengths againſt troubles67, 


Rrasons. 
I. Bec. Now isthe Seaſon, 2. Bec. the Life of Chriftianity i is in theſe. -- 68. 


Us go! ** 
To Blame* fornor uſing, And Exboit to uſe more theſ : Cordials." 69. 70. Phe 
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